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What's female beauty but an air divine, 
Through which the mind's all gentle graces 

fhine? 
Thcfe, like the fun, irradiate all between ; 
The body charms becaufe the foul is feen : 
Hence men are often captives of a face, 
They know not why, of no peculiar grace. 
Some forms, though bright, no mortal man can 

bear; 
Some none refift, though not exceeding fair. 
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CHAP. L 

<Tbe introduction, with fome account of the 
author, and her reafons for undertaking 
this work. 

I Am thoroughly fenfible that a woman 
never makes a more ridiculous figure, 
than when Ihe appears to the world in the 
character of an author ; the male past of 
the fpecies having ingroffed every branch 
of learning, as their peculiar province; 
think they have an undoubted, right, if 
we do but touch upon the borders, . to 
feize us inftantly as fo many ufurpers on 
their privileges; and indeed I cannot but 
acknowlege that they have great reafon 
Vol, I. B fee 
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for fo doing; fince by our attempting 
things of this nature, we do, in truth, but 
depart from our proper chara&er ; for, 
however fome female geniufes may fond- 
ly indulge their imaginations in the flat- 
tering hope of becoming immortal by 
their elaborate compofitions, I am fatif- 
fied that literary fame, at leaft, will have 
nothing to do with us : nor will even the 
jfuccefs which Sapho, Madam Dacier, 
Mrs. Rowe, and perhaps a few others, 
defervedly indeed obtained, by any means 
amount to the confirmation of a prece- 
dent, ftrong enough to deftroy the force 
of this affertion ; or be able to make an 
adequate atonement, either to the public, 
for having frequently obtruded upon it 
fo much execrable nonfenfe and imperti- 
nence, or to the fex in general, for the 
fcandal of having fo wretchedly employ 'd 
their time. 

The virtues of the women, are, by thcm- 
felves, too frequently thought difficult, if 
not* difagreeabto, only becaufe they are 
obfcurej and their due cultivation is con- 
fequently too often remiflly attended to, 
merely becaufe they think they have no 
helps, no fan<ftion from public glory, to 
pra&ife them : to love retirement, to at- 
tend affiduoufly to the condud of domef- 
tip affairs, to be fimple, juft, and modeft, 
" . . , _ are 
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are female virtues which confefledly ftand 
very high in the lifts of good report $ yet 
furely not quite high enough to demand 
the honour of a ftatue* for which reafon 
they are treated as obje&s of no fmall 
contempt by all who would judicioufly 
emulate the chara&er of what is called 
a nymph of fpirit ; who to the confcious 
fatisfafton of preferving upon all occa- 
sions an uniform decency of conduft, 
prefers the wild, the miftaken glory of 
attempting things, that are either far be- 
yond the conftitution of her powers, or 
fuch at leaft as betray a moft barefaced 
impropriety in the very fuccefs of them. 
The great and lhining virtues were, 
without all doubt, originally defign'd for 
the achievement of the men; and al- 
though it may appear to be a fort of 
contradi&ion, yet certain it, is, that a 
very considerable part of a woman's 
true merit confifts in her being unknown, 
except amidft the circle of her own im- 
mediate connexions ; for too familiar ait 
intercourfe with the World feldoin fails 
to deftroy that timid foftnefs, that de- 
licacy of female chaftity, that is the 
chief ornament, the charm, the true 
chara&eriftick of the fex ; and I believe 
it is pretty generally experienced, that 
the tranfient pleafure, or the glory, if 
B 2 fcxcV 
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fuch it can be juftly called, which refult! 
from exhibiting, (I had like tohavefaid. 
from proftituting) that invaluable orna- 
ment to the public, makes in fa& but a 
wretched compenfation for the lofs of it ; 
the nipping blafts of a north-eaft wind 
being not more fatally fevere to the ten- 
der bloflbm, than is the rude, thefully- 
ing breath of promifcuous admiration tc 
a woman's fame : a very ingenious gentle- 
man, who is certainly an exquifite judge 
of female merit, has already allured us 
that 

Our faircft virtues fly from public fight, 
Domeftic worth, that fhtms too ftrojig a light. 

I look upon it as an unpardonable 
weaknefs, in the character of a good 
woman, to defire to be much known and 
diftinguifhed ; and I have frequently 
remark'd that thofe ladies generally de- 
ferve moft praife, who are icarcely ever 
talked of at all ; the human heart in- 
deed is too apt to reft upon public ap- 
probation, tho' true glory moft certainly 
confifts in being fatisfied without it ; as ii 
ought not to enter too violently into the 
motives of our actions, fo neither oughi 
we to be anxious that it ihould become 
the certain recompence of them ; the 
confeious fatisfaftion of a&ing with rec- 
_ . " titude 
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titude, of performing what is our duty, 
being in this cafe anlply fufficient. 

It will then, perhaps, be afk'd, why I 
prefume, in contradiction to my own 
do&rine, to enter the lifts, as a candi- 
date for fame ? To which I at once very 
honeftly reply, by abfolutely difclaim- 
ing any fuch pretenfion ; for I rejoice in 
the happy fecurity of being totally un- 
known ; and fuch, I confefs, is my fen- 
fibility, that the moft exquifite pang a- 
poet ever felt from a favourite work's be- 
ing damn'd on the firft night, wovjld be 
but trifling in comparifon with mine; 
was I known to be the author of what 
had even merited and received the ftamp 
of general approbation : but fuppofe I 
fhould not be able to offer a better rea- 
fon, I h^ve ft ill too good an opinion of 
the gentlemen, not to hope, that, they 
would be merciful enough to pardon in 
me the effefts of that impulfe which is 
fo predominant in all my fex, I mean a: 
ftrongdefire of being in the faftiion, let 
that be what it will ; for fuch indeed I ' 
cannot help thinking it, fince we., are 
doom'd to endure that prodigious^num- 
ber of books of amufement, as they are 
inodeftly call'd, that have for fome 
years laft paft appeared in the world'; 
akho' I believe it will readily be ^caxvVeA, 
B 3 \hax 
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that the agreeable circumftanceof amufe- 
ment had originally no greater a fhare 
ih the motive of their compofition, than 
it has afforded to moft of their deluded 
readers in the perufal ; and therefore if 
} am allowed to judge from the feveral 
fubje&s, the manner of treating them, 
and the ftile, I cannot help concluding 
that moft of them muft have been wrote 
by women : I had like to have faid, by 
old women, but that indeed would have 
been wounding myfelf a little too deeply. 
I do not peremptorily take upon me 
to pronounce that this is the age of wif- 
dom, becaufe I am apprehenfive that it 
might be rather difficult to maintain 
clearly the defence of fuch a pofition 5 
but moft certainly it is the age of writ- 
ing ; and forry I am to fay, that it is 
ftill lefs fo for thofe who have genius, 
than for thofe who have none: but 
in fliort, the beft realbn, becaufe it is 
the trueft which I can give, for increas- 
ing this induftrious number, is this ; that 
it happens to be the opinion of thofe 
few, upon whofe judgment andfmcerity 
I have the greateft reliance, that there 
are fome incidents in my life, and more 
particularly ftill in the lives of fome of 
my moft intimate friends and relations, 
which, if w\ade public, might poffibly 

con- 
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contribute in fome degree to the interefts 
of virtue and true religion ; and this, I 
confefs, was fo prevailing an argument 
with me, that I no longer hefitated to 
convince them, that nothing in my 
power fhould ever be wanting to pro- 
mote both ; I have at leaft the fatisfa&ion 
of flattering myfelf upon this occafion, 
that it proceeds from the beft motive, 
that of a general benevolence of hearty 
to all my fellow-creatures, as I am tho- 
roughly perfuaded, that no true and 
lafting happinefs can be tafted in this 
world, except its foundation be laid in vir- 
tue and religion ; and what effeft the prac- 
tice of thefe may have, in regard to the 
happinefi of the next j I leave thofe wjioare 
better fkilFd in divinity, to inculcate. 

I have moreover fo fincere a regard for 
the true interefts of my fair country- 
women, that I would willingly impart 
to them the whole fecret of the grand 
cofmetick ; and I can affure them from 
experience, that it infallibly contains 
the fovereign power of communicating 
a far more beautiful vermile to the com- 
plexion, and a more poignant brilliancy 
to the eyes, than any thing that has. yet 
been discovered among all the number- 
lefs arcana of painters or quacks, either 
foreign or domeftic ; with this additional 
E 4 a&*m- 
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advantage, that it preferves beauty even 
in old age ; and tho' I cannot but con- 
fefs that this character has very much the 
air of puffing off a noftrum, there is 
however this effential difference between? 
all fuch factitious fpecifics and my cof- 
jmetick, that the former can never be 
judg'd of conclufively, but by its effefls ? 
whereas, in regard to the latter, the 
judgment may operate antecedently, and 

'pronounce on its efficacy, with all the 
confidence of truth, even before -the 
application. 

. It will now perhaps be expe&ed, that 
I fhould made fome apology to thofe 
worthy gentlemen who are ranked un- 
.der the honourable denomination of 
critics, for prefuming to offer to the 
•public a work which contains not one 
fingle ftroke of wit or humour through- 
out the whole ; but as I previoufly ac- 
knowlege this, I am to hope that it will 
not be look'd upon as an impofition ; 
and CQnfequently that the author will 
hardly" l5e confidered in the light of a 
perfon who fraudulently expofes to fale, 
for fterling, metal which he knows to be 
greatly below the ftatutable ftandard at 
the affay-office > however prompt there- 
fore my complaifance may be upon, all 
occafions towards thofe refpe&able per- 

■ ■ . ; ' f°ns, 
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perfons, I would wifl* them, upon the 
prefent, to underftand that I write nei- 
ther for fame, nor yet to procure afub- 
fiftence ; and that the introducing fcenes 
of wit and humour into a work of this 
kind, was it even in my power to do it, 
would be diredily contrary to the plan I 
had laid down, which muft, on that 
account, render it much beneath their 
attention, and consequently only blunt 
the edge of thofe talents, which pther- 
wife might haply be employed to great ' 
advantage on fome more worthy fubjeft ; 
I will confefs indeed that it is thefirft at- 
tempt, and this inclines me to hope, at 
lcaft, for fo'much indulgence from the 
public, as may encourage me to pro- 
duce perhaps fomething better another 
time ; but fhould I be difappointed in 
the vanity of this fond hope, I can aver 
with truth, for the reafons above men- 
tioned, that the mortification of laying 
down my pen will make no addition to 
my humility, that can on this occafion 
do any honour to my virtue. 

But I think I ought at leaft to give my 
readers fome defcription of my perfon, 
for this good reafon, that the fpe&ator, 
of immortal memory, fome where af- 
ferts, that a reader is always beft pleas'd 
when he knows the exaft ftature, ccrc- 
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puleftcy, and complexion of his author; 
but alas ! I am here reduced to the fe- 
vereft dilemma ; I am fenfible that it is 
no lefs my intereft, than it is my ambi- 
tion to pleafe my readers, and the de- 
ference I confequently owe them, toge>- 
ther with a certain portion of felf-love 
that is infeparably inherent in all the 
daughters of Eve, would by all means 
very prudently reftrain me from the un- 
grateful tafk of fhocking either them or 
myfelf, by a precipitate expofure of my 
own 'deformity ; yet as the fincerity I 
J>rofefs to obferve throughout the-follow- 
tfig fheets, demands the moft inviolable 
adherence to truth, I am under the 
cruel neceffity of being obliged to beg 
the favour of them to reprefent to their 
imaginations the grotefque figure of 
poor monfieur Scarron, and they will 
Jriave my portrait exactly; with what 
may not improbably be thought a cir- 
cumfiance of aggravation to my difad- 
vantage, that of being. near fixty years 
of age. 

However, if under this uncouth form, I 
am deftitute of the fupreme felicity of 
being thought an object of envy by my 
own fex, I have at the fame time the 
pleafure of knowing that I am freed too 
from all the dangerous embaraflment of 



its many unhappy confequences ; and 
Gan at leaft boaft the confolation of find- 
ing the friendfliip of the other fex to be 
without defign : I can aHb fafely ven-* 
ture to affirm, even in defiance of that 
received maxim, of the world's regard- 
ing us favourably for *being happy, yet 
hating us heartily at the fame time for 
appearing fo, that I am neveithelefs in 
full poflefiion of all the felicity my pre- 
sent ftate is capable of admitting ; and 
therefore if the ladies fhould be inclined 
to give me credit upon this occafion, yet 
at any time feel the naughty paffion of 
envy beginning to rife in their angelic 
bofoms, I muft take the liberty to de- 
fire, that they will only cafl oiie jingle 
glance on the amiable pi&ure of mon- 
fieur Scarron, and they will in an Inftant 
be perfe&ly reconciled both to them- 
felves and me. 

J fhould now enter upon the fubje<ft of 
this work; but as I think the prefent 
chapter is already of a convenient lengthy 
I fhall defer it to the next. 
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CHAP. II, and HI. 

A Sketch of the characters of Belinda and' 
\%tadewelli inkers, the fatal misfortune- 
of vanity , and the immoderate love of plea- 
fare is obviated in the impropriety of mere- 
ly afuperficial and fajhionable education ;. 
in his 7 the abfurdity of an alliance, where 
beauty abne is made the chief objeS of at- 
tr aft ion, without any regard to the quali~ 
ties of the heart and mind : with a few* 
remarks on boarding-fchools, and the indifi* 
penfible necefftty of the cofmetick. 

IN order to elucidate the fubjeft of this 
work, and giye my readers by degrees 
the ampleft con vkfoon of the efficacy of my 
cofmetick, I lhall be obliged, from time 
to time,, to Jake '.the liberty of intro* 
ducing, not only my own hiftory, but 
alfo that of feveral of my family and 
friends': but I here utterly difavow the 
bafe intention of dealing in fcandal and 
defamation^ though fo falhionable at prc- 
fcnt, and at the fame time fo miftakenly 
fuppofed to be a proper method of doing 
honour io virtue : moft of the perfons, 
whofe characters are exhibited, or at all 
glanced at in this work, were my near re- 
lations, and have been long fince deceafed; 

and 
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andfuch of them as are yet in being, have 
not only given me their free permiffioiv 
but have long importun'd me to under- 
take it, fo that an apology to them would 
be unneceflary : if others, how highly fo- 
ever elevated by fortune or rank, fhall 
happen to receive a random-fhot from 
the expofure of vice and folly, the moft 
effectual cure I can recommend for fuch a 
wound, and indeed the mod grateful 
compenfation I defire for my own trou- 
ble y will be the amendment of their lives. 
I have the fatisfa&ion of hoping that I 
fhall hardly be thought guilty of much 
arrogance, or ©ftentation, by introducing 
only my own relatives and friends upoii 
this occafion, when I previoufly declare, 
that, in point of genealogy, I am fo un- 
happily circumftanced, as not to be able 
to boaft, with the leaft pretence of juf- 
tice, the honour of an alliance, how re- 
mote foever, with any of our iiluftrious 
nobility ; notwithstanding that at prefent 
they happen to be fo extremely nume- 
rous throughout the three kingdoms r 
for alas ! by my father's fide, I moft un- 
fortunately am of French extraction, 
though indeed by my mother's, of one 
of the beft, and moft antient families in. 
the Weft of England, 
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My father dying while I was yet aiv in- 
fant, my mother remained a widow but a 
very fhort time, for the. agreeable Poly- 
dore ftept in, 

With his receipt for making (miles, 
And blanching fables into bridal bloom* 

but fhe furviv'd her firft huflband fo little 
while, that I became an orphan without 
being fenfible that I had loft my parents :. 
my father bore vuiiverfally the chara&er 
©i an honeft, good-natured man ; but a& 
he married for loVe (as the phrafe. is) he 
thought he could not a# more prudent- 
ly, than by leaving both his fortune and 
daughter in the care of his beloved wife :: 
whether this confidence was juftly found- 
ed, I fubmit to the judicious reader ; for 
I have already inform'd him, that fhe 
married again very fuddenly, and, as if 
by the wife example of her firft hufband, 
put her whole fortune, with that of her 
daughter likewife, into the pofleflion of 
a gentleman, whofe character I Khali give 
in the following flieets.. 

But though I obferved thkt my father 
married for love,. I muft not however be 
fo unjuft to my mother's family as to have 
it inferred from thence that lhe had no 
fortune, whereas at the death of her fa- 
ther, though not before, flie was entitled 

to 
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to a very large one : her father, who Vas^ 
of a genteel and learned profeffion, had! 
moreover inherited a good paternal eftate 
in the Weft of England r he had married 
the daughter of a gentleman, as remark- 
able for his great probity and knowlege, 
as for the eminent ftation he filled in the 
law, for he was certainly an ornament to- 
the Ijench he had the honour to fit on. 
My mother's father having acquired a 
confiderable addition to his fortune by his 
great fkill in his profeflion, chofe to pur- 
chafe another eftate in the north of Eng- 
land, near the native place of his lady,, 
where he built and improv'd a very fine 
feat ; and both thefe eftates he fettled on* 
my mother when fhe married.. 

My father, 'tis true, was nothing more* 
than a merchant, but then he was in very 
eminent bufinefs, with a fair chara&er, 
and long eftablifhed intercourfc of credit- 
Many gentlemen in his own way of bu- 
finefs would have thought themielves ex- 
tremely happy in his alliance, and to that 
purpole had often offered their lifters and, 
daughters ; but all were rejected for my 
mother, whom I fhall here call the fair 
Belinda: and yet Tradewell's family (for 
that was my father's name) beheld his at- 
tachment to this lady with the utmoifc 
concern ; for they were too jjrvxdstvt. to* 
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4>e captivated with beauty, though joined 
at the fame time to the certain profpecft 
of a large fortune, which however they 
wanted not ; they wifely judg'd that a 
.fine face, an elegant fhape, great vivacity, 
and an air of politenefs, all "which they 
acknowleged ihe polTefled in the higheft 

j degree, were ftill not the only requifites 
in a good wife ; they thought that fome 
few domeftic virtues were likewife abfo- 
Jutely neceflary to conftitute that charac- 
ter ; efpccially as nioft of the ladies in 
their own families had happily attained 
to thatftandard, having always joined the 
valuable to the beautiful. But it fo hap- 
^pened that my mother's family alfo took 
the alarm at this match ; and either were, 
f©r at leaft pretended to be, violently of- 
fended at my father's prefumption ; they 
thought it much too mean a condefcen- 
iion to fuffer her to liften to the addrefles 
jflf a merchant, and one too whp was the 
xlefcendant of a vile French refugee ; they 
•feemed to have far higher views for her, 
and did not in the leaft doubt, but that a 
coronet would wait her acceptance ; they 
difdained therefore to contaminate their 
high blood by any alliance with a ple- 

v. beian, and a mechanic, as they were plea- 
fed to call him. 

Yet 
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Yet it is highly probable that all this 
warm oppofition on both fides only fervM % 
to increafe, if not a mutual pafiion in the 
young people, it at leaft certainly inflam- 
ed that .of Tradewell, for his affiduity be- 
came daily greater : 'till at laft, as if by 
mere dint of perfeverance, he gain'd the 
fair Belinda : both parf ics, I fuppofe, gave 
up fomething, and concurred at length, 
though involuntarily ; for the nuptials 
were celebrated in our great metropolis, 
with a remarkable eclat and magnifi- 
cence : but alas ! Plutus, I fear, and not 
Cupid, lighted up the hymeneal torch 
that conduced Belinda to the altar ; for 
befides Tradewell's flourilhing ftate of 
bufinefs, and the pofleffions he had al- 
ready realiz'd, which were very confider- 
able, he had well-grounded expectations 
from an uncle, who refided in the Indies, 
that had always promifed to make him 
his heir ; and thus by "marrying Trade- 
well, Belinda's views were ftill not alto- 
gether unambitioufly extended, notwith- 
Sanding the vaft imaginary profpefts that 
had been fo fondly conceived for her by 
her affectionate parents ; for the lofs of 
which ihe very wifely conford herfelf by 
the poet's advice, 

The woes of wedlock with the joys we mix, 
'Tis beft repenting in a coach aftd fix. 
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But then fhe was young, vain, fond of 
admiration, loved fhew and cxpencc, and 
had been greatly flattered, nay, I believe, 
almoft adored ; for ihe feemed to expeft, 
as I have been informed, that her huf- 
band fhould adhere fo far at leaft to the 
tenets of the Romifh church, as to lay* 
afide his reafon, whenever he addrefied 
her, his deity : but alas ! Ihe might have 
recollected that his family had fled their 
native country, merely becaufe they 
would not be forced to renounce the ule 
of reafon in matters of worfhip, and had 
always been actuated by too ftrong a bi- 
afs to the principles of the Proteftant re- 
ligion, to think that even the fair Belinda 
was infallible : however my father's fond- 
nefs and indulgence for her was carried 
to the greateft height, and yet I am forry 
to fay, that her affe&ion for him held but 
the fecond place in her heart, for her 
vanity had the firft ; not that Belinda, 
wanted talents to have rendered her a 
moft valuable, as fhe certainly was a moft 
agreeable woman : far from it, fhe was 
generally allowed to have a great deal of 
wit ; but what is wit, unlefs it be directed 
to fome laudable end ? 'tis a mere petu- 
lance, a wanton, frivolous impertinence ; 
the utmoft latitude a woman of honour 
Ihould dare to allow herfelf, ia the ufe of 

this. 
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this dangerous talent, fliould be, at Ieaft 
not to offend : and if flie attempts to 
pleafe, even that fliould be done with 
great moderation ; for by making other 
people laugh too frequently, we very fel- 
dom make ourfelves "efteemed. How juft- 
ly has a favourite poet, before quoted, 
delineated the glaring impropriety of a 
woman's affe&ing to Ihine in the charac- 
ter of a wit; 

Nor make to dangerous wit a vain pretence, 
But wifely reft content with mbdeft fenfe, 
For wit, like wine, intoxicates the brain, 
Too ftrong for feeble woman to fuftain* 
Of thofe that claim it move than half have none 
And half of thofe that have it are undone. 
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THE extreme negligence we are 
guilty of in the education of our 
daughters, is a matter of more real con- 
cern, than the generality of mankind, 
from their being fo long habituated to 
the evils derived from thence, feem to 
comprehend ; and though I would have 
it clearly underftood here, that I am very 
far from infinuating a neceflity for our 
having a learned education, yet I would, 
srt the lame time, have it not forgot,. 
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. The whole force of emulation among 
fuch numbers is moft unhappily dire<5ied 
to a miftaken purpofe, to the purpofe of 
vanity alone ; not to the real improve- 
ment of the mind, that would fubdue 
that vanity : the important care of form- 
ing their principles to a re&itude of vir- 
tue from juft motives, is in a manner 
utterly neglected $ it is true indeed, they 
are commanded to look upon certain ac- 
tions as wrong and immoral, but then, 
I believe, the true motive to a compli- 
ance with their duty on fuch occafions, is 
neither properly pointed out to them, 
nor fufficiently expiain'd; and I am very 
much afraid, that the fan&ion of all fuch 
prohibitions is generally honoured lefs 
from conviction, and a fenfe of virtue, 
tha\i from the dread of reputation ; fo 
that when the purpofe of female educa- 
tion is once finally accompliih'd, in that 
fupreme gratification of their vanity, the 
marrying to advantage, and that bug- 
k bear, which they were fo long taught to 
apprehend with terror, in a great mea- 
fure removed, I fhould be glad to 
know upon what motive their virtue is 
to operate, or whether they are only 
juft then to begin to learn the principles 
of virtue. 

The 
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The men in general indeed, whfcn they 
like women well enough to marry them, 
take it for granted, that they have been 
fufficiently inftrufted in the bufinefs of 
virtue by their good mothers and grand* 
mothers j and tho' they too frequently 
happen to .find -themfelves miftaken ia 
this point, by difcovering that their, 
ladies have had the more important ad- 
vantage of a boarding-fchool education, 
which judicioufly rejects every thing fo 
aukward as virtue, yet how ftrongly 
foever inclined moft of the gentlemen 
may be to the exercife of arbitrary do- 
minion within their own territories, few 
of them however, I believe, chufe to 
give themfelves the trouble of exercifing 
at leaft that branch of it which confifts 
in the benificent office of becoming 
fchool-mafters to their beloved mates,who 
generally indeed think themfelves already 
too perfectly accomplifh'd to require it : 
and thus the errors in female education 
are moft unhappily propagated on froin 
generation to generation, in fpight of 
the many known evils that are conftantly 
produced from thence. 

But to return to my hiftory, from 
whence I aik my reader's pardon, for 
having fo long digrefs'd ; the gay, the 
thoughtlefs Belinda was indeed a moft 

Vol. I. C m&aa- 
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tnelancholly example of the evils above 
complained of; fhe had been educated 
in all the inordinate expence of vanity 
and fafhioYi, and had contracted fo in- 
curable a propenfity to extravagance 
and diffipation, that oeconomy and dif- 
cretion could never find a place in the 
catalogue of her virtues : how improper 
a wife then muft fhe have been, not only 
for the frugal, the induftrious Trade- 
well, but indeed for any other man, let 
his fortune have been ever fo great ? For 
that habitude to profufenefs and expence 
in a woman was ever judged by men of 
fenfe to be the certain indication of a 
lpofe mind : and furely thfc good opi- 
nion of fools, purchafed too at fb high 
a price, ought to be no part of a wo- 
man's ambition: how wretched, how 
infe&ious an example muft the unhappy 
Belinda have exhibited to her children, 
had fhe lived till they were perceptive 
of its noxious influence ? That fhe pre- 
served her nuptial vow inviolate, tho' an 
undeniable truth, was however, from the 
levity of her condufl, rendered greatly 
liable to fufpicion ; yet it was certainly 
no honour to that virtue, if fuch it can 
be call'd, that it fhould be owing ftill lefs 
to its own intrinfic dignity, and lefs alfo 
to her affe&ion for one of the beft huf- 

bands 
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fcands in the world, than merely to the 
peculiar care of providence, that in all 
her unguarded moments watch'd over 
Jier indifcretion. 

Yet the fond, the generous Tr-adewell 
fought, by every effort of endearing 
kindnefs, to conciliate, ifpoflible, a mu- 
tual return of that affe&ion, which he 
was now too fenfible his perfonal merit 
had never been the obje<5t of ; but this, 
alas ! he fought in vain ; for he was foon 
convinced that merely by the force of an 
improper education Belinda had been fo 
long habituated to a courfe of levity, 
and the abfence of all reflection, that her 
fenfibility was not to be awakened by 
any proof of tendernefs in his power : 
the anguilh he felt upon the fatal difap- 
pointment of his happinefs, upon the 
certainty of finding himfelf unable, with 
all his endeavours, to touch her way- 
ward heart, had fo fenfibly affecfted his 
health and fpirits, that he very foon be- 
came the martyr of his ill-fated paflion ; 
from the influence of which, even in the 
hour of death, he could not detach 
himfelf, for he invefted her by his laft- 
will with his whole fortune, and the care 
of his only furviving child. 

But Belinda, tho' now in full poflef- 
fion of thofe two great fources of worldly 

C 2 \fl^>- 
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on her tender mind, as yet receptive of 
truth, fuch a fenfe of the obligations of 
religion as was adequate to her compre- 
henfion ; all other duties, how obliga- 
tory foever, being ftill inferior to that 
we owe to the Supreme Being ; and, as far 
at I have hitherto proceeded with her, I 
have had the fatisfa&ion of proving ex- 
perimentally the truth of this remark, 
that when religion is once thoroughly 
engraven on the heart, the virtues "will 
all flow happily from thence, as from 
their natural fource. 

My Celia already pra&ices all the dur 
ties of life in their refpe&ive order that 
can properly fall within her fphere : but 
I thought it not fufficienl to oblige her 
barely to do her duty, I have alfo 
brought her to love it, by convincing 
her judgment of the reafonablenefs and 
utility of its motives $ by this means her 
judgment, being gradually improved, 
concurs always with her inclination, and 
her affeflion for me gives an additional 
relifh for what I advife : I have likewife 
the happinefs of obferving that her com- 
plexion receives daily an additional bloom 
from thefecret operation of my.cofmetick, 
and doubt not in the leaft, but by an in*- 
variable perfeverance in this application, 
it will at laft attain an irrefutable luftre,. 

When, 
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When young women enter into the 
world, there is an abfolute neceffity that 
they fhould be ftrongly fortified with re- 
ligion ; the pretence to virtue is but a 
mockery without it, and beauty without 
virtue is too notorioufly the fource of 
misfortune and infamy : it will be no lefs 
an help to them againft the weaknefs of 
youth, than a certain refuge and confola^ 
tion againft the inevitable miferies of old 
age : but I would not however be under- 
ftood to recommend the practice of this 
great duty, as blended either with fu- 
perftition or enthufiafm ; no, my fenti- 
mcnts on this occafion are fuch as fill me 
with love and hope, fuch as give me a 
profpeft of an happy futurity ;. in a 
word, fuch as reconcile all fealons aild 
all accidents, fuch as enfure all the duties 
of life, and not only anfwer for me to« 
"myfclf, but are likewife my inviolable 
guarantees in regard to all my fellow^ 
creatures. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Learning, in the latitude of that word, no 
fart of female char alter ^ yet in one 
branch of it ' they fltay he very profitably 
inftrufted: Cato's opinion of virtue and 
beauty \ the efficacy of the cofmetick fuc- 

' cefs fully founded on that opinion : virtue, 
as it is generally praftisd, either egre- 

' gtoufly mtfunderftood, or contemn d - 9 the 
partial praflicft hereof allow d to claim no 
more merit from thence* than one fine fea- 
ture in a face can Jttftty be allow d to con* 
ftitute the effence ofbeauty\ when r all the 
reft happen to be extremely plain \ the con- 
ftanfi u/e of the cofmetick changes defor- 
mity itfelf into beauty, correfts all the im- 
pertinent cxcrefccnces of fafhion andfalfe 
tafte, both in drefs and manners, and 
gives to native fimplicity and neatnefs no 
inconfiderable Jbare in the power of female 
attraflion. 

I Believe I fliall not appear to ftand 
fingle in my opinion, when I declare, 
that I think learning, in the extenfive 
fenfe of that word, is no part of a wo- 
man's chara&er ; the ftudy of what arc 
called the fciences, or an application to 
mathematical, phyfical, or metaphyfical 

dif- 
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cfifquifitions, is, I think, as incongruous 
to the true character of a woman, let her 
rank in life be what it will, as if fhe 
fhould be unhappily infpired with the 
boifterous ambition of becoming a ge- 
neral-officer : much is certainly due to 
information, and likewife much to 
amufement ; and yet, with all the efforts 
of experience and obfervations in my 
power, I am not able to difcover, when 
the neceflary offices of life are punctually 
fulfilled, how a woman, of whatfoever 
rank or fortune, can have fufficient avo- 
cation for the indulgence of either, at 
leaft to fuch a degree in the literary way, 
as to render her anxious for the diftinc- 
tions of fame : fuch improvements in 
wifdom as would make hfcr perform thofe 
refpe&ive offices to greater advantage, 
(from which in ftriftnefs no ftation is ex- 
empt) would be of infinitely greater im- 
portance, and a much more convincing 
proof of afolidity of judgment, which is 
fhe fummit that all men of fenfe fo ar- 
dently afpire at ; and to female emulation 
here, I have not the leaft objection. 

There is indeed one particular branch 
of learning, which, I think, may with in- 
finite advantage be cultivated by the la- 
dies; as it is eafily within the compre- 
hension of all, whom the prefent GotKvc 
C 5 mote 
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mode of education hath not left quite il^ 
literate ; I mean the ftudy of morality r 
by a diligent application to this fingle 
branch, they will have no occafion to give 
themfeives the trouble of reforting to dif- 
ficult problems, to be convinced by ma- 
thematical demonftration of a^ruth which? 
their look ing-glafles had but ten thoufahd 
times before informed them of, viz. that* 
all beauty arifes from- fy mmetry and pro- 
portion; 

But unhappily for us, thefe tranfient 
experiments, however juft in themfeives* 
peach not conviction 5 felf-love inftanta- 
neoufly adjuftsand reconciles every oblr- 
quity that is the leaft unamiable, ittfoftens 
difproportion into beauty, and too often 
cruelly flatters beauty itfelf into real de-« 
fbrmity, without our fceming to be fen-* 
Able of the fatal- change : whereas the fci- 
ence I am now iecommending*to them,' 
faithfully expofes all the delufions-of felf- 4 
love, reftrainsthe fond excurfions of par- 
tiality, and fixes the ftandard of beauty; 
not indeed in the vague fancy of every 
undiftinguifhing beholden, but fixes it\ 
with the philofopher, in the juft rule of 
proportion, in that genuine beautyof cha* 
rafter that reiults from a propriety of ac~ 
tioiv 

The- 
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The wife, the venerable Cato, was fo , 
flrongly convinced of the force of this* 
opinion, tfiathe thought virtue had eflen-> 
tially in itfelf the furprifing power of 
changing all. the horror of uglinefs into 
beauty ; he thought that habits of good- 
nefs, as they ripened into perfe&ion, by 
degrees made plain people grow extreme- 
ly handfome, and the beautiful themfelves 
quite angelic ; he pronouced one of the 
handfomeft men in Rome, whofe life had 
been incorrigibly profligate, to be a 
monfter, frightful even to behold $ for 
vice, hefaid, had vifibly diftorted every 
native lineament of beauty into all the 
hideoufnefs of deformity.. 

Whether Cato could account phyficaf- 
ly for fuch a metamorphofis, I really am 
not philofopher enough to determine; 
but certain 1 am, from, long obfervation, 
that a fweetnefs of manners, which re- 
fults from the pra&ice of virtue, diffufes 
fomething fo amiable over the whole 
perfon, as very fuddenly changes the 
difadvantageous opinion we had con- 
ceiv'd at firft fight, and raifes fuch a 
pleafing fefcination in the eyes of every 
fpe&ator, as fooniubftitutes elegance in 
the place of deformity $. not unlike the 
agreeable fenfation we are apt to be af- 
fe&ed with, when, the genial power of 
C 6 «wt 
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the fun fuddenly difpels the gloom of 
fome thick cloud that had before obfcur- 
ed the horizon, and cruelly intercepted 
all the cheering influenceof its luftre. 

Even thus powerful is the efficacy of 
my cofmetick ; it inftantly corrects every 
hideous diftortion of the features, that 
cafually arifes from the feveral unhappy 
paffions of envy, pride, malice, or rage ; 
itpolifhes every unlucky afperity that 
has been occasioned by thefmaft-pox, 
and gives a vivid bloom to the com- 
plexion ; it points, in fhort, the fpark- 
Kng of the eye, and lights up the whole 
countenance into all the grace and ami- 
ablenefs of true beauty. 

And this, I hope, will appear from 
convi&ion, to be a fufficient encourage- 
ment, not only to attempt, but alfo to 
perfevere in the ufe of it ; for it is only 
from a refolute perfeverance therein that 
the patient can receive any confiderable 
benefit : a particular detail of the feveral 
ingredients, of which this irieftimable 
fpecific is compounded, I may poffibly, 
for the emolument of my female readers 
(as I prcfume not to know that the gen- 
tlemen require it) throw into the conve- 
nient form of a. fhort recipe, in fome 
part of this work, that may always be 
ready for application, as the medicines 
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will always be afhand; with this addi- 
tional advantage, that they are always to 
be had without expence ; which how- 
ever to fome ladies may perhaps be no* 
recommendation of their excellence, but 
as the world goes, it muft at leaft be ad- 
mitted as a proof of the dolor's inte- 
grity : how urgent, in ftiort, niay be the 
neceffity for fuch a fpecific, let all thofe 
fair ones prudently confider, who have 
not as yet utterly difavowed all hopes of 
happinefs in the married-ftate ; and in- 
deed I would on no account have any of 
them defpair, as they have the comfort- 
able encouragement of being affured, 
that I have known it do wondrous execu- 
tion even at the-venerable period of fixty- 
three. 

Its happy effects are prefently difcover- ' 
ed in the agreeable air, both of the 
countenance and manner; but then it 
muft always be remembred, that this is 
only in proportion to the force of it* 
operation, as well on the underftanding 
as the will ; for although female grace 
and elegance be as regular emanations 
from virtue, as heat and light are from 
the fun ; yet the bare affe&ation of vir- 
tue is very foon dete&ed, and proves to 
be, like paint, nothing, more than the .- 
bafe mimickery of beauty *,.ihax, vrtftfiad. 
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of improving, only difgraces all its na-^ 
frve charms, and a&ually difgufts, while 
it intends to captivate the beholders. 

And here indeed I cannot help re?- 
marking how " much the true merit of 
female virtue feems to be, either gene- 
rally mifunderftood, or eftimated merely, 
as an obje& of contempt * for how un- 
animoufly foever the fair may poffibly 
admire it in fpeculation, yet from the 
conduct of moft of them, one would be 
apt to infer, that the practice muft be 
cither extremely improper, or abfolute- 
ly impoffible : they fuppofe it to com* 
prehend (and fo far indeed they fup* 
pofc not unjuftly) a great variety of par- 
ticular branches, which fo rigoroufly 
enjoin the duty of felf-denial, that a 
uniform obedience thereto is rendered 
utterly inconfiftent with their notions of 
happinefs ;. and therefore they would iiv- 
genjoufly compound -for the omiffion of, 
perhaps, every other branch, by the ri- 
gid obfervance of one only - 9 

So fwcet is that one crime they don't purfue, 
To pay its lofs they think all others few. 

But I would" wifli them to confider whe- 
ther the fparkling luftre of the fineft eye 
can fufficiently apologife for the horrid 
pi&ure of deformity that may poffibly be 
exhibited, at the feme time over all the 
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other features ; fuch as a mofl enormous* 
expanfeof mouth, a ftriking prominence - 
of nofe, a mofl unamiable profile, and the 
complexion of mahogany:" or indeed, 
whether the mofl beautifiil-turned face, 
with the faireft complexion, can always 
difplay its chanus to advantage, and pe- 
netrate fuccefsfully through the misfor- 
tune of a< molt ungracious obliquity in 
the eyes: there isa certain degree of love- 
linefs resulting from the happy confiftence" 
of virtue,, as well as beauty, which ope- 
rates as forcibly on the judgment in one 
cafe, as on the imagination in the. other ; 
and it is the exait propriety of this con- 
fiftence that conftitutes the real eflence of 
both. 

I have often remarked, with no fmall 
concern, that there are fome virtues* 
which* which, when carried to a certain 
height, are moft abfurdLy fuppofed, by 
the too credulous pofleflbrs * to - reflect fo 
profufe a fplendor, as to dazzle the eyes 
of every beholder, and divert them from 
the detection of many glaring defers 9 
fuch, for inftance, as an heroic chaftity in 
a woman y but let not the ladies too fond-^ 
ly think this* the perfe£i quinteffence of 
all the virtues; for though. it is certainly 
a very, great one, without which the prac- 
tice of all others wouldiixdesd.be \^\x^ 
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'tis however but partially fuch, as in that 
cafe it can regard nothing but her own 
glory, and therefore lofes by much the 
greateft part of its luftre, if not attended 
by the fecial affemblage of all the other 
virtues. 

By pra&ifing this fingle virtue with all' 
the rigid pun&uaKty of a Veftal, we are 
vainly apt to imagine, that we efFe&ually 
anfwer all the ends of fociety, relative to 
©ur fex ; while alas ! we often continue 
ftill proud, envious, wrathful, and cenfo- 
rious ; incontinently addi&ed to a life of 
fefhionable trifling, and to pleafures, 
which only ferve to convince us, by 
wretched experience, that they have not 
the power to make us happy. 

I would by ; no means have a woman 
neglect any of .the accomplishments, or 
ornaments of her perfoiv that rilay be 
juftly thought conducive to the impor- 
tant end of rendering herfelf agreeable ; 
but then I would have her attention judi- 
cioufly directed alfo to the ftill more im- 
portant confideration of acquiring a folid 
merit : as the real graces do certainly de- 
pend not upon a ftudied finery, I would 
endeavour to convince my fair country- 
women, that a remarkable extravagance 
in the article of drefs, though perhaps 
ftri&ly confiflent with their fortunes, is 
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by no means a proof of their elegance \ 
and if it engroffes too much of their time, 
it becomes then unpardonably criminal. 

'Tis true, we muft fubmit to the fa- 
fhion, as to a troublefome fort of ilavery, 
but then we fhould comply with its in- 
junctions no farther than we are obliged 
in decency to do : to derive a pleafure 
from the rapid viciffitudes of faihion in 
point of drefs, and inftantly indulge in 
eyeiry whimfical change that is invented 
by a certain weathercock nation, is to me 
a much ftronger proof of levity, than of 
true tafte $ for if we really have fuch. a 
true tafle, it ihould rather inftru&us how 
to avoid too ftudied a minutenefs, as weli 
a? all the little redundancies Of an excef- 
five nicenefs in that particular ; and con- 
vince us likewife that triffles fhould always 
be treated only as they deferve: but, 
whatever may be the faihion, neatnefs and 
Simplicity are always indifpenfable, be- 
caufe they .are always highly agreeable* 
and very juftly deferve to be ranked, not 
Jaft, amongft thofe female powers that are . 
efteemed the moil attractive* 



CH k^* 



( 4 2 > 

CHAP. V, 

Reafonsfor dif continuing fometmcs the regu- 
lar courfc of the little hiftory carried on m 
this work : the infufficiency of mere exter- 
nal charms in the important lufinefs of ma- 
king, and preferving a worthy conqueft on 
the other fex y tlluliratedin the char alter of 
the lovely Angelica : vanity generally the 
guide * and: as generally, the dejiruQion* of 
beauty. 

T Hough I fhall often, perhaps, take 
the liberty of difcontinuing the re-* 
gular courfe of the little hiftory I propos'd 
giving in this work, relative to myfelf 
and fome of my friends, I fhall neverthe- 
lefs be always careful to refume it in- its 
proper place ; and I here beg leave to af- 
fure my fair readers, that any occasional 
digreflions I may poffibly make from 
thence, fhall only be in order to intro- 
duce fuch reflections as, I. think, grow na- 
turally out of the favorite fubjeft, which 
I have undertaken to recommend to/their 
peculiar patronage; and likewife to ex-- 
nibit, from time to time, the moft inftruc- 
tive parts of fuch characters, as are the 
propereft to illuftrate fuch a fubje6l, the 
more effeftually ftill to evince the utility 
of my cofmetick.: Bu£ 
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But whilft I am endeavouring to con- 
duct this point to the beft advantage in* 
my power, I hope, inftead of their favour,, 
which it would be my firft ambition to 
deferve, I fliall not have the mortification, 
to incur their cenfure or difpleafure $ ei- 
ther by my manner of treating this fub- 
je#, or by what fome people may, per- 
haps, think too great a degree of gravity 
in the fentiments : I confefs, I cannot 
help looking upon e very-thing, that tends 
either towards the improvement, or de- 
/bafement of my own fex, as an objeft of 
too much importance to be treated quite 
hidicroufly, or with an indecent levity ; 
becaufe^ I think, 'tis making, rather top 
free with the dignity of virtue,, as well as 
proftituting, in fome fenfe, the delicacy 
of female chara&er, that ought always to 
be held facred, as it is in fome degree the 
representative of chaftity ; but, upon this 
particular occafion, it would be abfolute- 
iy defeating the delireable end it was in- 
tended to promote. 

I very ardently wifli to have all my fair 
country-women be in reality, what, I am 
forry to fay, too many of them at prefent 
affedt to be only in appearance; and as I 
would on no account, have the charms of 
real beauty defrauded of the reward of 
gerfeft admiration^ by any imputed cter 
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ceitfulnefs in that appearance, I would 
confequently have the ladies always think 
and ad with fuch a degree of elegance 
and propriety, as might juftly claim the 
approbation of the judgment, at the fame 
time that they were endeavouring but 
barely to attrad that of the eye ; for how- 
ever lovely they may appear in perfon, 
adorned with every outward charm that 
womankind can boaft, in form all angel r 
yet if the native beauties of the mind have 
either been neglefted, or cruelly perverted 
into downright.deformity, by the violence 
of a wrong education, nothing can pre* 
ferve their empire long; the fparkling; 
htftreof thofeeyes, that ftionefb lately 
like, that of fome glorious ftar, fo&n dwin- 
dles into the uncertain gleam of a contem- 
ptible meteor ; marriage inftantly puts an 
end, not only to all the confeious triumph 
of their charms, but perhaps to all'their 
other flattering profpefts of felicity. 

'Tis too well known, that love general- 
ly meafures the periods of its duration 
but in proportion to the degree of efteem 
on which it is founded ; and certainly 
happinefs without it but mocks the wed- 
ded pair ; nor indeed can all the haugh- 
ty pomp of beauty with juftice be al- 
lowed to merit fuch a blefling, when it is 
found to be deficient in that moft-effen- 
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tial of all charms, that of being the wor- 
thy objeft of a hufband's confidence and 
efteem : let every woman therefore firm- 
ly believe that fhe hears the irrcyerfible 
decree of reafon and judgment, the uni- 
verfal fenfe, at leaft of all the judging part 
of mankind, pronounced in thofe fine 
lines of Mr. Addifon. 

Tis not a fet of features, or complexion, 
The tinflure of a skin that we admire, 
Beauty foon grows familiar to the lover, 
Fades in his- eye, and palls upon the (enfe ; 
The virtuous Marcia towers above her fex, 
True, (he is fair, Oh, how divinely fair, 
But ftill the lovely maid improves her charm** 
With inward greatnefs, unaffe&ed wifdom, .. 
And fan&ity of manners. 

^In the celebrated, the more than lover 
ly, Angelica, we behold a mod unhappy 
inftance of the truth aflerted above -, it is 
well known that the beauty of her perfon, 
exclufive of every other circumftance of 
attraction, was the fole cauie of her ele- 
vation to the rank fhe now poffefles ; and 
indeed, if mere beauty, in the moft ex- 
alted conception of that word, if the moft 
exquifite compofition of flefh and blood, 
unaffifted by the nobler faculties of the 
mind., can juftly merit fuch diftinftion, 
moft undoubtedly Angelica does ; 

In 



In frartiing whom heaven took unufual care, 
As its own image, it defign'd her fair, 
And form'd her by the belt lov'd angel there. 

But alas ! how deplorably have the 
gracious intentions of heaven been frus- 
trated in this ma'fter-plecc of its work- 
manftiip ; for the mind of Angelica is as 
an uncultivated field, where follies of eve- 
ry kind, like weeds, fpring up fpontane- 
ous ; 'tis to her eyes exa&ly what the 
reverfe of a foil would be to a dia- 
mond, inftead of heightening, it but di- 
minishes their luftre ; never fure was con- 
trail -ftronger, yet never did things con- 
trafted operate with fuch odd effeft; they 
both feem to have the power, not indeed 
of fetting off, but merely of debating 
each other, never was fo much lovelinefs 
To wretchedly difgraced. 

Had proper care been taken of her 
education, (he might have been the great- 
eft ornament of her age, for even envy 
muft allow her perfon to be faultlefs; 
whereas at prefent her lord, who is a man 
of fenfe, is afhamedof her, when in com- 
pany, and weary of her when alone : 'tis 
no uncommon thing to hear the judging 
part of the male world cry out, whenever 
Ihe appears in public (which by the way 
is much too often) What pity it is, fo fine 

a head 
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n head Ihould be fo empty; and this 
proves a precedent for the cruel compaf- 
^ion of the other fex, that is in truth no- 
thing but the refult of burning envy. 

Would Angelica, even at this time, 
have recourfe tp the friendly affiftance of 
theeofmetick,wouldihe yet endeavour to 
fill her mind with ufeful knowlege, fhe 
might foon be able to entertain herfclf 
with reflexions upon her own ideas, with- 
out being opprefled with fplecn and va- 
pours, when not in public, or obliged to 
feek unfatisfaXory relief from the mere 
vanity of triffles : the faculites of her foul 
would become enlarged by her being ac- . 
cuftomed to think, and fhe would confefs, 
that to fpend an evening with an inge- 
nious author was, fometimes at baft, an 
entertainment preferable even to a maf- 
querade, the abfurdity of fauntering away 
fo much time in the vain parade of pub- 
lic gardens, or the pernicious amufe- 
ment of conftant parties at cards. 

She would by degrees come to refleft 
upon the impropriety of her conduft, fhe 
would foon perceive the horrid change 
that folly and indifcretion are capable of 
working in beauty, and acknowlege the 
force of truth in what a favourite poet 
hath afferted, 

And 
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And yet how few have learnt, when this is given, 
Not to di (grace the partial boon of heaven ; 
How few with all their pride of form can* move, 
How few are lovely. 

This would juftly rouze her indigna- 
tion, and oblige her to fummon all her 
prudence to avenge the cruel infults of- 
fered to her beauty; this would indeed 
be the triumph of true beauty ; her lord 
would then adore her, her real friends 
would all efleem her ; fhe would in ihort 
become then as univerfally the objeifc of 
real admiration, as fhe is now that of bafe 
envy, impotent ridicule, and - affe&ed 
compaffion. 

Forbid, kind heaven, that vanity do 
e'er obftrucft this prudent refolution; va- 
nity, fo commonly obferved to be the 
chief minifter of beauty, proves alas ! as 
the minifters of princes too frequently do, 
the moft infidious of its foes ; it cannot 
bear, no more than they> a rival near the 
throne, and therefore labours, with every 
fubtile infinuation of artifice, and falfe al- 
lurement, to banifh from thence, as they 
do truth, the faithful fervice of reflexion. 
To the bewitching power of this fame va- 
nity, as to fome goddefs, the tutelary 
guardian of beauty, and fole difpenfer of 
all earthly blifs, the- fair intensely * pay 
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their pious adorations ; infpite too of that 
conviction, which daily obfervation fo 
conftantly affords them, that however 
pleafant and agreeable other parts of this 
worfhip may appear, the facrifice moft 
commonly proves fetal; for hence the fad 
havoc of mifcondu&, hence oft' the lofs 
of fame and virtue, and fometimes, as in 
the cafe of the haplefs Belinda, that of life 
alfo; and hence, in fhort, flow all the real 
ills of thoughtlefs, unpremeditated indif- 
cretion. 



CHAP. VI. 

Some fart of the author efs*s ftory recited; let 
reafons for giving any tart of it at all% 
fart of the character o/oir John Mcanwell 
and his lady. 

IF my fair readers, for whofe emolu- 
ment alone, or at leaft for whofe a- 
mufement, I have undertaken this taflc, 
will now permit me, without the impu- 
tation of egotifm, to mention myfelf, I 
ihall proceed to relate fome of the occur- 
rences of my own life; not B that in doing 
this, I would be underftood, either to 
flatter them into the expectations of being 
entertained with fcenes of gallantry, and 
Vol. I. D extraordinary 
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extraordinary adventures (as I happen to 
have no particular paflion for the mar- 
vellous) nor yet by any infinuation of 
mine to appear guilty of the ridiculous 
prefuitiption of propofing myfclf as a pat-, 
tern of difcretion to my fex; very far 
from both; my whole defign, in giving 
any part of my own hiftory, being no 
othef than to point out, on the one hand, 
fuehcircumftances in the conduct of thofe 
$>erfons, with whom I was conne&ed, as 
may poffibly be thought in fome meafure 
conducive to the reformation of certain 
foibles and irregularities in my fair coun- 
try-women, which greatly injure beauty, 
without doing any honour to virtue : and 
fuch on the other hand, as may moft 
eflentially enhance the true interefts of 
both; fny part in the drama being, in my 
own opinion, too inconfiderable to merit 
much attention. 

' As I was thought too young at the 
death of my mother to be fent to a board- 
ing-fchool, I remained for fome time in 
the houfe of my father-in-law, whofe ten- 
deriiefs and affeftionate care of me, dur- 
ing that period of my infant fiate (from 
Whatever motive it proceeded) I ftlll con T 
tinue to refleft • on with pious gratitude 
to his memory; but as foon as he judged 
that I tvas of a proper age, not knowing, 

• I pre- 
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I prefume, how to difpofe of me better, 
he began to make all the neceflfary pre- 
parations for placing me at one of the 
moll faihionable of thefe feminaries for 
female education -, and indeed to me this 
appeared by much the moft defireable 
circumftance that could poflibly have 
happened at the time; for my imagi- 
nations, too apt to be fuddenly heated 
through inexperience, had creduloufly 
reprefented it as a fcene of life that was 
every way redundant with felicity, the 
novelty whereof had charms too power- 
ful for youthful innocence to refift, or 
eafily to detect the fond delufion: 

From whence I often take occafion to 
refleS, with what complacency the 
noon and evening of our lives might glide 
ferenelyon, could we but ftri<Stly account 
for all bur morning aftions according to 
the diftates ofreafon; if the warmth and 
impetuofity of youth could earlier be 
inured to difcipline, and tempered with 
a little more confideration, moft certain- 
ly a greater re&itude of judgment would 
foon enfue; «very paffion would, from 
conviction, be duly reftrained within its 
proper province, and every object efti- 
mated only according to its real worth ; 
how eafy would it then be to avoid at 
leaft many of thofe ills which moft of us 
D z endvixe 
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endure at prefent, how few would be the 
wretched ? But, this, I fear, from the un- 
happy turn of our education, is a bleffing 
only to be wiihed, not to be expe&ed. 

Not long before I was to fet out for the 
deftined fceneof my education, I received 
a friendly vifit from Sir John Meanweil 
and his lady, who had alfo been before to 
pay their compliments to Polydore and 
myfelf upon the death of Belinda : Sir 
John was very nearly related to Trade- 
well ; he faw, he pitied the heiplefs or- 
phan, and imagined that in his family I 
ihould find an afylum, fecure from that 
variety of misfortunes, which are too of- 
ten the unmerited lot of female youth and 
innocence : he well knew that I was en- 
titled to a very large fortune, and enter- 
tained from thence, as is but too com- 
monly done, fome very ambitious notions 
in my favour ; while heaven (I re£olle& 
it with grateful veneration) had much bet- 
ter things in ftore for me. 

Sir John's great partiality for his lady, 
whom he had but lately married, and was 
fond of to excefs, made him conclude 
that flie was perfectly equal to the tafk of 
forming my mind to the beft advantage, 
and he therefore propofed it as a feheme 
far more eligible than that of the board- 
ing-fchool,that I Ihould receive my whole 
i , .. edu- 
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education af his houfe ; which Polydore' 
very readily agreed to, being thoroughly 
fatisfied to be delivered from the care of 
my perfon, as he ftill continued to have, 
what appeared to him of much greater 
importance, that of my fortune ; what 
confequences this refolution was attended 
with in regard to me, will appear in the 
fequel ; but before I proceed farther, I 
muft in juftice cbnfefs, that from the 
whole of Sir John's behaviour to me, I 
conftantly experienced every mark of pa* 
ternal tendernefs and affe<5lion j for indeed 
he was a man of the ftrifleft probity, ho- 
nour, and benevolence; with an excellent 
Underftanding well improved; he had an 
eftate in land of full three thoufand pound 
a year, with a very confiderable fum of 
ready money befides. 

To his houfe then I was immediately 
conduced by himfelf and his lady, where 
I was foon initiated, under the pretence 
of receiving a moft excellent education, 
into all the then reigning follies and vani*- 
. ties of the age ; but as this circumftance 
muft appear greatly inconfiftent with the 
character I have already given of Sir John, 
it muft be obferved that the bufinefs of 
the fenate ertgroffed fo much of his time 
(for he was not a falfe patriot) that gene- 
rally in the feafons of parliament we had 
D 3 nstj 
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very little of his company : and whenever, 
he had the leaft relaxation from thence, 
he always retired into the country ; as he 
often ufed to fay, that ceremony, pomp, 
and noife were the certain enemies of true 
happinefs : befides, his extreme fondne& 
for lady Meanwell begot in him fuch a 
complaifance for her opinion upon all oc- 
cafions, and indeed fo intire an approba- 
tion of her coiidu& in every part thereof, 
as inclined him to believe, for a very con- 
iiderable time, that ihe could not poffibly 
ferr; but her ladyfhip feldom accompa- 
nied him in thefe retirements from town, 
indeed neyer but when ihe could not well 
avoid it, by the town's growing too emp- 
ty for a perfon of her faihion to continue 
in it, and then her will was in all things 
an abfolute law to Sir John. 

Lady Meanwell was th£ daughter of a 
wealthy citizen of London, who had, by 
his own induftry,fome lucky hits in trade, 
and the death of a near relation without 
iftue, acquired as confiderable a property 
as infcft commoners in England * ihe was, 
it i&uft be confeffed, extremely hand- 
fomejOfia&ly well-ihaped, and perfe&ly 
genteel ; and had moreover what might 
juftly be called a very polite addrefs ; but 
with all this, ihe had nothing more than 
3 faljaix^bk uuderftanding, that is to fay, 
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flie exprefled her thoughts in very pretty 
language, but had never acquired the fa- 
culty of thinking right; her converfation 
upon trifles was gencraly agreeable, but 
then her conceptions feldoni rofe above 
the mere drapery of the fpecies; flie was 
an utter ftranger to thofe embellifhmente 
of the heart and mind,which might render 
even us women Sometimes truly illuftrious 
in ourfelves, and ufeful to other people i 
and therefore it is not at all a matter of 
furprife, that her ladyfliip was always 
more attentive to the fuperficial parts of 
life, than to the real, the fubftantial bleffi. 
ings thereof. 

The extraordinary degree of indul* 
gence, with which (he had been hitherto 
treated by Sir John, ferved but to confirm 
the taint of thofe principles, which fhe had 
unhappily imbib'd from a wrong educa- 
tion ; and as thefe had in a great meafure 
depriv'd her of the power, fo had that 
almoft of the will, to judge of any-thing 
otherwife than through the falfe medium 
of caprice, and a perverted imaginations 
from whence flie foon began to look up- 
on her hufband as little better than a fort 
of convenient fteward, a purveyor for her 
vanity and extravagance : ibe confidQred 
the infpe&ion of donieftic affairs 2® 1 vile 
occupation, abfoiytely ircpmpstible with 
D 4 the 
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the chara&er of a woman of fafhion ; 
flie thought life moft inglorioufly con- 
fumed in her own family, except when 
flie was furrounded with a crowd of ex- 
penfive vifitants, and fancied herfelf out 
of the world when-ever flie mifs'd the 
opera, or drawing-room ; Ihe defpis'd 
all the truly valuable part of her own 
fex, and call'd every woman a poor, 
mean-fpirited, unpolilhed wretch, wh<5 
happened tobeaftuatedby difcretion,who 
was wife enough to prefer the tranquil, 
felf-poffeflingfcenesofdomeftichappinefs* 
to the giddy, the tumultuous rapture of 
living conftantly in a public rout; in 
fliort, who regarded the adminiftration 
of her family as an iftdifpenfible duty* 
Lady Meanwell was, however, pof- 
feffed of many charms and accomplifli- 
ments that, had her mind been equally 
improved, might have rendered her per- 
fectly amiable ; but, as the cafe flood, 
they only ferv'd to fet fome very mate- 
rial defefts in a iftill more conspicuous 
point of < view ; Ihe was, for inftance, a 
very great proficient in the fcience of 
inulic, and joined to a natural good voice 
all the aids of art ; but then flie was, on 
this occafion, unhappily infpired with 
all the affectation of fuperior tafte*, 
with that of appearing a perfeft con- 
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noifleur in that fcience, which incurred 
a much greater degree of extravagance* 
both in point of time and expence, than 
was coiiiftent with prudence, or could 
be appro v'd by any affe&ionate huf- 
band, that was, at the fame time, a rea- 
fonable creature. 

She likewife fpoke both the French 
and Italian languages with great purity 
and eafe - x and I mention this circum- 
ftance more by way of doing honour 
to her ladyfhip's capacity, which un- 
doubtedly was very good, than to have 
it fuppos d that any abufe could arife 
from thence, to the prejudice of her vir- 
tue ; tho', indeed, in regard to the lat- 
ter of thefe languages, if I have been 
rightly inform'd, (for I underftand it not 
myfelf) 'tis fb far from being ufeful, that 
I fhould rather think it, in fomc degree, 
dangerous for a woman to learn it at 
all ; the Italian writers in general, as I 
have been told, are not extremely cor~ 
re&; and there is, befides, in moft of 
of their works a certain jingle of words 
that is too apt to infpire a loofe imagina- 
tion, inconfiftent with that chaftity of 
fentiment that fliould always be the firft 
ornament of a female-mind. 

I have thus far endeavoured, with the 
Ari&eft impartiality, to give my fair 
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readers as juft aii idea of fome part of 
lacJy MeanwelKs true character as I pof- 
fibly Could, with whom I pafs'd feverat 
years in the beginning of my life ; there* 
is, however, a confiderable part of it as 
yet untold, which ihall occasionally be 
recited ; and t aflure them in veracity, 
that the character is not imaginary, nor 
by any means exaggerated ; for in exe- 
cuting this little tafk, at the requeft of 
fome of my particular friends, had I 
been at liberty to have had recourfe to 
the helps of imagination, I might very 
poflibly have appeared in general much 
more entertaining,: but then* I muft 
have been lefs fcrupulous in point of 
probability and faft, and confequently, 
in Their opinion, lefs inftruftive, which 
would difappoint the intention of thofe 
friends, to whom I think myfelf parti- 
cularly obliged. 

Lady Meanwell's pi&ure, fo far as I 
liave hitlierto feithfully proceeded in it,, 
tho' the likenefs is very faithfully pre- 
ferved, does, however, I fhould hope, 
not appear quite fo amiable as to attract 
general admiration, for indeed the truly 
graceful part, I £m forry to fay, is fo hi- 
tirely wanting, that, according to the 
ftandard of true beauty, her ladyihip^ 
jnuA already appear very deformed. 

C r\ N. *%. 
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G HAP, VII, 

Lady McnnwdVs character continued % $ef 
ruling paffion * the beauty of a fool it ra- 
ther the object ofcampafion than Uuf $ it 
hardly excites Jo much admiration as ibat 
of a fine picture -, but tie beauty vf a bad 
woman is apt to excite both indignation 
anddijguft: the ruinous effects of play m 
women, both in regard to beauty, brahb, 
fortune and reputation ; fafbian, and the 
vanity of complying precipitately with alt 
its dictates^ firfi Jeduced women into tie 
jlavery of this dtjtructive anmfement 9 and 
avarice (generally makes faft their chains* 

IN the foregoing chapter I gave my 
fair readers but an imperfect fketch 
of the character of lady Meanweil ; yet 
fuch a one as, I hope, has help'd, hi 
fome meafure, to convince them of the 
impropriety of her conduit, and confe- 
quently how unworthy flie was to have 
enjoyed the blefiing of fo much beauty, 
who could, with fuch ingratitude to the 
giver, and fuch infenfibility of the true 
value of the gift, take fo much pains to- 
abufeit. 

We generally look upon the beauty of 
a fair idiot witn a ftill fmaljer degree of 
D 6 w^r 
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rapturous admiration, than even on that 
cf a fine picture; becaufe the powers of 
the imagination, which quicken fenfi- 
bifity, fecra for the time to be totally > 
abfbrb'd in pity, which is the genuine 
complexion of humanity -, but in regard 
to the charms of a woman, whofe folly 
is of her own making, the cafe is widely 
different; we there loon perceive, and 
are juftly offended at the outrage that is . 
thus wilfully done to beauty, which in 
fiich a ftate of violation becomes confe- 
quently the objed of difguft; the de- 
formity that arifes fromluch a meta- 
morphofe is too ftriking to admit of any 
palliation, and the injury too unnatu- 
rally cruel to be forgiven. 

We may indeed efteem it as a fort of 
filicide, which, however, in the virgin- 
ftate is often not lefs juftly, than fevers 
ly puniihed by the ftings of ridicule and 
contempt, but above all by being fo fre- 
quently condemned to the joy lefs, the de- 
tcfted folitude of perpetual celibacy; 
and even in the married-ftate likewife, 
it is often defervedly puniihed by the 
ncgleft, perhaps by the infuperable aver- 
lion of a hufband, who has at length 
recovered the ufe of that judgment, 
which his imagination had for a time the / 
power only of fufpending. 
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IiTfhort, indifcretion is to beauty ex- 
a&ly what hypocrify is to friendihip ;' 
they are, both of them, often grievoufly, 
perhaps irrecoverably, wounded by the 
very means which they had too impru- 
dently fix'd on to eftablifh their happi- 
nefs ; whereas a uniform courfe of vir- 
tue alone, by giving conftant life and vi- 
gour to each, would efFe<5Vually have 
anfwered that end. 

But however culpable hdy Meanweirs 
conduct in this refpeft may poflibly ap- 
pear, yet left any of my readers fhouM 
from hence be milled to exaggerate the 
charge, I muft, in juftice to her lady- 
fhip, confefs that flie was intirely free 
from certain great vices, that are fome- 
times, I am forry to fay, the juft re- 
proach of our fex, as well as of the 
other ; Ihe was by no means addi&ed to 
-that male-vice, I mean the beaftly one 
of intemperance, nor had Ihe any pro- 
penfity to gallantry ; but then her ruling 
paflion was perhaps as dangerous in its 
confequences, tho' not fb fhameful in 
the pra<ftice,as either of the former ; for, 
as my favourite poet exprefles it, 

The ruling paflion, be it what itwill, 
The ruling- paffion conquers reafon ftill. 

Indeed lady Meanwell's was no other 
than the unhappy loveof p\».y yb\& -VCv 
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f his flie exceeded all bounds of modera- 
tion ; if there was nothing, more to be 
condenin'd in this fafhionable amufe- 
ment, than the wretched deftru&ion of 
fo much time, it ought, even on that 
-account, to be efteem'd unpardonable ; 
but how highly is it aggravated by the 
infatiable defire of entering flill. deeper ? 
A paffion for play, like avarice, which 
is generally its chief motive, is always 
©bferved to increafe the more it is in- 
dulg'd ; and this indeed was exactly the* - 
cafe with her ladyihip. 

She took no fmall pains to have me 
early inftru&ed in the myfteries of thfc 
fcience, as judging it to.be an indifpen- 
iible part of genteel education, and that 
I could not poffibly become otherwife a 

• proper companion for her ladyflrip, and 
her company > and indeed fo irrefiftible 
is the force of youthful habits, when 
once deeply rooted, that I could not, 
perhaps, be certain, had not my judg- 
ment been ftrengthened- in a peculiar 
manner, by the unhappy fcenes I was a. 
witbefs to in this family (arifing chiefly 
from the havoc of play) whether it 
would not be, even at this time, as the 
royal poet exprefles it, the iii^. that would 
moft eafily befet me. 
How often have I refle&ed with afto- 

mlhment and horror, -yet mth feme 
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degree of pleafure too, on the imminent 
dangers I efcap'd, tho' cruelly expos'd* 
at fo critical a period of life, to idle- 
nefs, extravagance, and all the feduc-» 
tion of this vice : it was no uncommon 
thing for me to diflipale in, one *evpn- 
ing's play, perhaps, a whole quarter's 
allowance; but in this, as in almoft 
every other irregularity relative to this 
definitive pra&icei t had the conftant 
fan&ion of her ladyfhip's example to 
keep me in countenance : in fhbrt, I 
was not left to my paffions, but was en- 
couraged to indulge them, and had not 
Erovidence kindly interfered, i muft. 
ave been by diem, betrayed, 
I tremble while I recollect the rocks 
and fhelvesto which I was here expos'd 5 
and often wonder how her ladyibip, in 
fpight of the repeated experience of paft 
Ul fortune, could fo obftinately pc«fe- 
*ere in the road to certain ruin.; I have 
feveral times been filled with the utmoft 
«onfufion on her ladyfhip's- account, 
whenlobferved the meanneffes which a 
falfe fpirit had oblig'd her to be guilty 
of on thofe occafions; particularly in 
condefcending, after an unlucky run, 
to borrow money, unknown to Sir John, 
from people whofe acquaintance fhe 
"fliould rather have look'd ^oa as tte. 
grczteftdifgrace^ r t\£\* 
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This unhappy paffion for play in us> 
women, altho" it is known from convic- 
tion to be pregnant with a thoufand 
other ills befides the lofs of beauty* is 
neverthelefs, by the pernicious influence 
of bad example, too frequently indulg'd f 
the vanity of imitating our fuperiors, 
even in things that are palpably wrong, 
makes us blind to the : crime, as well as 
the abfurdity of fuch a conduft ; and . 
the infatuation occafioned by faihion, 
has, I am certain, feduced many women, 
at firft, into all the mifchiefs of play, 
who would otherwife, with the jufteft 
indignation, have avoided it as a vicious 
practice; this fingle circumftance of 
fefhion reconciles aid the horror of the 
crime, and raifes the dull drudgery of 
repeated cards, to all the dignity .of an 
elegant amufement.' 

What effe&s it may produce among 
the men, I prefume not to enumerate 
but as it is not naturally a female vice, I 
would willingly endeavour to convince 
my fair country-women, that, as an en- 
hancement of their guilt, they certainly 
fin doubly by committing it ; .that they 
depart from the honour of their fex, re- 
nounce abfolutely the power of beauty, 
and too often incur, befides, the ruinous 
penalties that are common to all lofing 
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gamefters : I would, moreover, wiiTi 
them to be convinced, that play, which 
feems to be the fafhionable vice, as well 
as folly of the prefent time, is, in its 
tendency, the certain definition of all 
decorum; the duchefs fometimes for- 
gets her dignity, and the modeft virgin 
. that referve which ought to be the con- 
ftant guardian of her beauty and her 
honour/ it feems, indeed, as if the focial 
virtues had, by the inchanting power of 
cards, been all perverted into their op- 
pofite vices $ as if merely, by the pre- 
vailing impulfe of faflrion, people were 
to meet at certain hours, with all the 
appearance of complacency, only to 
"murder time, and civilly to cheat, quarrel 
with, and hate each other: befides, a 
long continued courfe of play, efpeci- 
ally if deep, is a trial of female probity 
and honour, fo peculiarly unfortunate, 
that (he, who in this cafe preferves even 
both unfpotted, proclaims not Hill fo 
much her glory as her fliame. 

Altho* it may be highly probable, that 
not a few of my fair readers will look 
upon what I have been faying, in rela- 
tion to this pernicious pra<Sice, as mere- 
ly the advice of an unlucky old woman, 
who is paft the fenfe of pleafure herfetfi 
and only envious of thofe who can en- 
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joy it, yet I am not without hopes, that 
it will more forcibly extort their atten- 
tion, when they find, that it is falsi- 
fied by fo ftrekt an authority as that of 
lord Hallifax, who, in his excellent ad-. 
vice to a daughter, particularly places 
gaming, and the love of play, among 
thofe articles of mifcondu& that are the 
moft definitive of female character. 

But what would his lordihip think, 
was he alive, and could obferve, that 
ladies are now fo irrevocably attached tQ 
the bufinefs of cards, as to be obliged 
to befpeak their parties, perhaps, two 
months before-hand, for fear of difap- 
pointment? How greatly would hi? 
Ibrdfhip admire the eagernefs of their 
induftry, while, with horror, he coi> 
deron'd the object on which it was cm^ 
ployed ? 

To call this fcene of indefatigable in- 
duftry by fo opprobrious an appellation 
as that of idlenefs, may polubly be 
thought, by fome ladies, not lefs an in- 
confidence than an offence -, yet fuch in 
truth it is, fince, like idlenefs, it is pro- 
ductive of the greateft mifchief^ without 
one good eflfeft ; for how infenfibly does 
the love of play, like that of pleafure, 
feduce the unwary fex into habits of le- 
vity and inordinate expence, to the dan- 
gerous. 
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gerous irregularity of unfeafonablc hours* 
and to the company of people whofe ac- 
quaintance prores often an infamy to 
their reputation, if not fometimes even a 
declaration of war againft their virtue: 
it makes them grow carelefs as to the 
point of paying their civilities abroad, 
where cards are not an inducement to it, 
and neceffarily obliges them to negleft 
the important duties of domeftic life. 

When evils like thefe, and numberlefs 
others that could be named, are known 
to be the certain confequencesof women's 
indulging in this darling amufement, it 
caj> hardly be pleaded, in alleviation of 
their crime, that they play but for a 
trifle, which can never hurt their for- 
tunes; except, indeed, that they efteenr 
the lofs of prudence, modefty, and re- 
putation, as nothing more than fuch a 
trifle ; which-, by this experiment, they 
cannot but allow, are much too hazarcl- 
oufly expos'd to engage the affe&ion 
of any wife and worthy man ; for fuch a 
one (and none but fuch, I am fure, is 
worthy their attention) would fcarcely 
be inclined tofele&the partner of hi* 
happinefs for life, from amidft a circle 
that had been fo long hackney 'd through 
all the naughty purlieus of vanity, riot,, 
and diffipation* 
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. But when once the ftake for which i 
woman plays, becomes confiderable, I 
tremble for the confequence, her danger 
is inevitable, and her deflru&ion feems 
to be decreed by fate : the world think 
they have always a right to make free 
with thofe people who make too free 
with themfelves, and therefore fcruple not 
particularly on fuch occafions as thefe, to 
draw the moft frightful inferences that 
malice, and all the wantorinefs of cenfure 
can fuggeft; I fhould beunjuft to the me- 
rit of my fex's curiofity , to think that my 
fair country-women could be ignorant 
of this, and yet I confefs myfelf at a (oft 
how to account for their conduit, in treat- 
ing the opinion of the world with fuch 
contempt, when appearances are often fo 
ftrongly againft them, becaufe I am afraid 
that it is judged with truth to be feldomer 
a proof of innocence than guilt. 

Be this however as it will ; one heinous 
crime at leaft they certainly are guilty of 
in the purfuit of this amufement, which 
yet, were they but thoroughly fenfiblcof 
it, I am as certain, they would inftantly 
amend; I prize too juftly the real value 
of my fex's charms, to view with indiffe- 
rence the dreadful ravages that play, like 
thofe of fome deftroying angel, too fre- 
quently commits on beauty $ but ftill as 

1 ^e- 
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I prefume not, in a matter of fuch im- 
portance, to obtrude my own opinion 
fingly, as the teft of truth, I therefore 
wifh my fair readers to confider how 
ftrongly-it is enforced by the concurrent 
fentiments of many wife and good men; 
and it is more than probable that a clear 
convi&ion of the crying injuries which 
beauty too frequently fuftains from this 
pernicious amufement, will at the fame 
time have the power of producing fuch a 
degree of convi&ion, in regard to its mo- 
ral deformity, as muft quite confirm their 
deteftation of the practice. 

At leaft, without fuch convitfion, my 
cofmetick is utterly precluded from the 
power of operating with any fuccefs ; for 
although it can efFe&ually reftore loft 
beauty, and what is ftill more extraordi- 
nary, engraft it even on deformity itfelf, 
thefubjeft muft however be properly pre- 
pared to be receptive of its efficacy, or all 
experiment is vain. 

As a proof therefore of my defire to 
promote the happinefs as well as the beau- 
ty of my fair country-women, and at the 
lame time to confirm my own judgment 
in regard to the means of doing fo on 
this occafion, I would recommend to them 
the fentiments of a venerable bard,couch- 
cd in the following lines $ who, fairly 
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xrrowned with wifdom, chants forth his 
inftru'&ive and harmonious lays, benefit 
cently to warn the fair daughters of our 
ifle againft this baneful, this deforming 
vice of play. 
Immortal were we, or elfe mortal quite, 
I lefs fliould blame this criminal delight ; 
But fince the gay afiemblyVgayeft room 
Is but an upper ftory to fome tomb, 
Methinks we need not our fhort beings fhun, 
And, thought to fly, contend to be undone : 
, We need not buy our ruin with our crime, 
And give eternity to murder time. 
„ The love of gaming is the worft of ills, 
With ceafelefs ftorms the blacken'd foul it fills, 
Inveighs at heaven, negle&s the tics of blood, 
Deftroys the power, and will of doing good, 
Kills health, pawns honour, plunges in difgrace, 
And, what is ftill more dreadful, — * fpoils vour 
FACE. 
r : ' 

CHAP. VIII. 

&be detail of Lady Meanwell 9 s conduct con- 
tinued, and the unhappy cataflrophe there- 
of \ with fome reflections upon the whole 5 
the antborefs's fortunate deliverance from 
fo contagious an example, and her ftill more 
fortunate converfion from tbi principles of 
vanity and folly ; with a few hints relative 
to matrons. 

THERE is Scarcely any calamitous 
confequence to be apprehended 
from the fatal love of play, efpecially in 
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women, but what the indifcreet lady 
Meanwell, as will appear in the fequel, 
too fenfibly experienced in her own fa- 
mily, the honour of her hulband^s bed 
alon* excepted. Her houfe was fituated 

• in the parifli of St. James's, that center 
of pleafure and the beau monde ; it was 
the well-known rendezvouz for all the 
gay and fprightly of either fex, but chief* 
ly for thofe adventurous fpirits who chofe 
to be initiated into the ingenious, my ft e- 
ries of cards ; and here indeed the hours 

, . danced nimbly away with down upon 
their feet, and time flew gayly on : for 
my own part, I was, as I then fondly ima- 
gined, at the very height of all human 
felicity, which, I fuppofed with her lady- 
ihip, to confift only in the unreferved in- 
dulgence of every vanity, folly, and ex- 
travagance that this great town, fo fertile 
in invention, could poffibly produce ; 
for when riot engaged at cards, which 
was however the fupreme amufemegt, 
we were always fure to be at fome of the 
public diverfions, as home and Sir John 
were now become obje&s of perfect de- 
teftation. 

• But how fevere a mortification would 
it have been to her ladyfhip, had fhe 
then known, as was really the cafe, that 
by appearing fo conftantly in public, 
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flie only expos'd her own folly, defeated 
the whole fcheme of admiration, by 
wearing out the tafte of the town, and. 
grew aftually contemptible, by being 
confpicuous : I was, however, too young 
at that time to be capable of making thefe 
reflexions : I faw, indeed, by degrees, 
that things were beginning to go wrong, 
but guefs'd not at the caufe ; I remark'd 
that the baronet appear'd daily more re- 
ferv'd than ufual, and more liable than 
ever I had known him before, to be 
peevifh, and out of humour at trifles, 
while her lady ihip grew ftillmore haughty 
and ill-bred in her behaviour towards 
him : 'till, at length, Sir John's fpirits 
feem'd to be fo greatly affe&ed, that he 
declar'd his health was fenfibly declining, 
and that a more free and open air was 
abfolutely neceflary for the recovery 
thereof; he confequently infifted, that 
his lady and family ihould fhortly retire 
with him into the country, and refide 
there wholly for the future. 

This was indeed a fatal ftroke to lady 
Meanwell, who had been fo long inur'ci 
to a life of pleafure in town, and deteft- 
ed the country only becaufe it was in- 
capable of fupplying that defeft to her ; 
but above all, becaufe fhe had no ideas, 
no fund within herfelf to render any ot# 

•' the 
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the more untoward circuniftances of foli- 
tude tolerable ; there was, however, an 
indifpenfible neceffity that the baronet 
fliould now be peremptory, that his will, 
on this occafion particularly, fhould be- 
come a law, as irreverlible as thofe of 
the Medes and Perfians, and therefore 
comply her ladyfhip muft, and did, tho* 
not before fhe had Squandered away very 
confiderable funis at cards, over and 
above her allowance, which flic took up 
of Sir John's trades-people, and parted, 
befides, with all her jewels for the fame 
purpofe, that had been purchafed at a 
prodigious expence. 

Not Cicero, when banifhed from his 
darling Rome, felt more poignant an- 
guifh at that event, than did the haplefs 
lady Meanweil, when fhe was carried 
captive to her country-feat, tp be im- 
mur'd for life, as ihe exprefs'd it, in this 
her horrid prifon : but as it took up 
fome time before this refolution could be 
carried perfe&ly into execution, I hope, 
my fair readers are ready to imagine, 
that her ladyfhip, after Ihe had received 
fo terrible an alarm, employ'd that in- 
terval in preparing her mind for the 
extraordinary change of fcene that Ihe 
was foon to enter on, and in endeavour- 
ing, at leaft, to fhew fome difpofition 
. Vol. I, E * fcytm&> 
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towards an attonement for her paft mif- 
eondu& $ but this, alas ! had not even 
the fmalleft portion of her ladyfhip's at- 
tention ; as if intirely unapprehenfive 
of what was certainly to her the dread- 
ful event, which was fuddenly to take 
place, ihe ftill perfevered in the fame 
round of criminal indifcretion ; the in- 
fatuation whereof I have feveral times 
fince reflected on with much amazement ^ 
for altho* her ladyfhip had by no means 
an underftanding well improv'd, yet 
certainly fhe wanted not feme enough to 
difcover the folly, as well as the heinouf- 
UQfs of fuch a conduft. 

But I am now convinced, from long 
obfervation, that it is a fpecies of infa- 
tuation, which even people of the beft 
fenfe are fometimes unhappily liable to ; 
which yet I can no otherwife account 
for, than by imputing it to fuch a falfe 
eftimation of happinefs, as confifts in 
the gratification of that pride which 
thinks it contemptible to ftoop to any of 
the fuggeftions of reafon, and therefore 
in a manner authorifes the paffions to 

} predominate uncpntroll'd ; at leaft, the 
urprifing fpirit of contradiction, by 
which we obkrve mankind to be' a&u*- 
*ated, on many other occafions in life, 
fecms fufficientiy powerful to bring the* 
* mind 



( 75 ) 
mind into fuch a ftate of infatuation : 
indeed where no fueh interefted gratifi- 
cation of the paffions happens to be im- 
mediately concerned, the underftanding 
of thefe people often ihines forth to great 
advantage ; yet furely the true dignity 
of good fenfe, the teft of a found under- 
ftanding, is ftill more juftly chara&eriz'd 
in making the judgment forcibly fubdue 
all fuch deftrvfc&ive paffions* 

I have, at this time, the pleafure of 
knowing a lady of excellent underftand- 
ing, who, for a while, had been thus ir- 
rationally devoted to the love of cards j 
but lhe, (to her honour be it fpoken) 
recovered the ufe of her judgment be- 
fore it had been totally depraved ; and 
ihe not long ago faid to me, as we were 
difcourfing upon this fubjeft, that it 
feem'd i»w aftoriifliing even to herfelf, 
how fo many people of firft-rate under- 
ftanding can, with all the infenfibility of 
the ftupid, fubmit to pafe away feveral 
hours together in fliuffling and dividing 
a pack of cards, with no other ideas, 
(if wejexcept fuch as. ought not to be 
fuppos'd in fuch company) but thofe 
that are fuggefted from black and red 
fpots, difpos'd into different figures; 
and fcarcely with any other conversation, 
than what is generally made up of a few 

E Z ^LtQfir 
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ame-phrafes : indeed had it not been a 
iibjeft rather too ferious to be merry 
upon, I could almoft laugh fometimes, 
to hear thefe rational beings complain, 
that life is Ihort, while they are daily 
taking pains to convince the world, it is 
fo intolerably tedious, that they know 
not how to employ it better. 

But let us confider,, for a moment, 
how deplorable a being this unhappy 
occafion muft have rendered Sir John 
Meanwell; a man, till now, moft ami- 
ably fitted every way for the happinefs 
of focial and domeftic life 5 depriv'd, as 
he thus was, of every joy that love and 
beauty could difpenfe - 9 difappointed in 
his moft important views of rational hap- 
pinefs, and doom'd to behold the part- 
ner whom he chofe for life, abandon'd 
paft reclaiming, and in a condition much 
worfe, if poflible, than that of beii^g mad : 
thelofs of reafon, when it is the aft of 
heaven, demands our tendered compaf- 
iion$ but fure refcntment juftly rifes 
againft thofe, who, by facrificing the 
foul's moft noble faculties to fordid lucre, 
(and the warmeft advocates for gaming, 
can have nothing more than this to offer 
in its favour) vilely deform the dignity 
of human nature. 

The 
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The confideration of this melancfiolly 
fubieft brings to my remembrance thofe 
pathetic lines of Milton, which indeed 
are but too applicable in the cafe of lady 
Meanwell * 

O f aireft of creation ! Iaft and bcft 
Of all God's works ! creature, in whom ex- 
ceed 
Whatever can to fight, br thought be form'd 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or fweet, 
How art thou loft.- — 

In fliort, by her ladyflnp's extreme 
imprudence, air John, however fevere 
fucn a reduction muft be, was now ob- 
lig'd to fell a confiderable part of his 
eftate, in order to pay off the feveral 
debts fhe had contracted, which, as he 
had always been remarkably pun&ual in 
his payments, -and moderate in his own- 
cxpences, added to the pangs he had al- 
ready felt on her account, irritated him 
almoft to a degree of frenzy, and juftly 
fifl'd up the meafure of his indignation 
againft her ; what elfe, indeed, could be 
expe&ed ? He faw both fortune, and every 
hope of happinefs at once deftroyed, and 
her the cruel caufe thereof; for high and 
pompous living, with an inattention to 
the fund that is neceffary to fupport it, 
is inevitably the road to ruin ; and the 
ruin of people's fortunes by extrava* 
E 3 £?»R&* 
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gance, 1 have generally obferved, is al- 
nioft conftantly attended with the de- 
basement of their underftanding, and 
the corruption of their manners. 

She, yrho in London had always been 
diftinguifhed as the genteel, the gay, 
the fprightly lady Meanwell, in the 
country became perfectly moped and 
ftupicj, which, by degrees, fettled into 
fo prpfound a melaiicholly as could ne- 
ver afterwards be removed: Sir John, 
who always knew the value of money, 
having now too fatally experienced the 
fad effe&s of his lady's extravagance, 
became fo fordidly covetous, that he 
very juftly incurr'a the cenfure of con- 
tempt : a fine young lady, their daughter* 
was, by this ill-judg'd conduA on both 
fides, depriv'd of all manner of improve-* 
ment ; it is true, indeed, fhe had a large 
fortune fecur'd to her by the marriage* 
fettlement ; but furely, had it been ftili 
more confiderable, it could no more be 
efteeni'd an equivalent for fuch a lofs as 
{he fuftained, than the pofleflion of the 
fineft paintings in the world can be 
thought a compenfation for the lofs of 
fight j for whatever adorations ignorance, 
or interefted craft, m^y poflibly pay to 
wealth or beauty, merit alone muft ever 
be the objeft of true refpcft $ and a fu- 

^iotity 
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periority of this kind will always morfr 
effe&ually command the diftinftions due 
to true greatnefs, than allthefalfe glare 
of thofe titles, or that external pomp 
and profufion, by which alone we do, 
indeed, but wretchedly, futpafs the vul- 
gar : but, alas ! . the means of acquir- 
ing this merit, the \lnhappy Luanda 
was, I may venture to fay it, cruelly 
defrauded of by the faults of her parents, 
not her own ; for the diffenfions be- 
tween Sir John and lady Meanwett rofe 
fo high, that the education of this only, 
daughter, whom heaven hadentrufted 
to their care, was thereby totally ne- 
glected* infomuch, that flie could icarce- 
ly read, at an age when flie ought to 
have been a perfect miftrefe of every 
accomplishment that was proper for her 
fex and rank. 

I therefore, once more, intreat my 
feir readers to reflect, with due attention, 
on the pernicious efFe&s of play, and of 
too quick a relifh for what they often 
niiftakcnly efteem the elegant gaieties of 
life ; and I likewife beg them to obferve, 
that I confine not my cenfure merely 
againft the vice of playing deep, becaufe 
I am to fuppofe, that, -to the generality 
df women, that circumftanpe carries with 
k fomething.. even in its firft appearance 
E 4 ^cax 
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that is too (hocking for temptation ; but 
it is the prefent violent propenfity to this 
cuftom in general that I condemn, which 
ftrengthens by indulgence beyond the 
power of redu&ion, and leads infenfibly 
into confirmed habits of unreferve, and 
loofe diffipation, that are fometimes 
produ&ive of mifchiefc ftill more fetal 
to the fex, than even the lofs of fortune 
itfelf : in the chara&er of lady Mean- 
well, whofe ftory, I again affure them, 
is authentic, they will fee the affeftion 
of a wife, the tendernefs of a mother, 
and, in fhort, every indifpenfible duty 
of life, negle&ed and defpis'd, merely 
becaufe they were over-borne by the tor* 
rent of this deftruitivepaffion. . 
^ But to return to myfelf ; white Sir 
John Meanwell's family was involved in 
this unhappy fcene of confufion and dif- 
order, Polydore married again, and 
gave me inftantly a moft friendly invita- 
tion to his houfe, which I as readily ac- 
cepted, becaufe that I was now in ap- 
peared to me like a frightful defert ; fce- 
fides, as Polydore continued ftill to have 
the care of my fortune, I judged that 
my refidence.in his houfe, now he was 
married, could have no improper appear- 
ance to the world, I therefore quitted 1 

■ Sip 
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Sir John, and his lady without the leaft 
regret, and never more returned to them. 
That I felt no pain in leaving a fami- 
ly, I had lived in almoft from my infan- 
cy to this time, can hardly be wondered 
at, if my readers will pleafe to confider, 
that the improvement of my mind had 
all this while" been fo totally disregarded, 
that I muft have been in a mannef in- 
capable of any thing fo refined as the 
tender emotions of gratitude for favours 
received $ if in truth fuch an education . 
as mine ought to -be efteemed s. favour, , 
that once fo cruelly deftroyed the whole 
power of acknowleging it $ and as to my 
feeling any compaffion for the fufferings 
and 'mifery of other people, by virtue 
of this very education, I became abfo- 
lutely infenfible of what it meant : the 
human mind, when fill'd, as mine at 
that tim£ certainly . was, with nothing 
elfe but vanity and folly, maybe com- 
pared, I think, not unfitly to a garden 
that is quite over-run with weeds, where 
the mere negleft of cultivation occalions 
not only a horrid appearance of defor- 
mity, but debafes* in a great meafure, 
the natural power of the foil, and pre- 
vents by this means the production of an 
infinite variety of ufeful plants and 
flowers* 



(te) 

Indeed it is very probable, if I had 
heard that any young lady, about my 
own age, had appeared at court in a finer 
drefs than I was miftrefs of, it might have 
excited in me fome very keen fenfations 
of grief and forrow, but this was the high- 
eft affli<ftion I was then capable of: I 
thought the whole character of a woman 
confifted in nothing more than that of 
being a fine lady, and my idea of a fine 
lady rofe certainly no higher, than that 
fhe ihould always be very finely drefled, 
do the honours of her houfe with a good 
grace, and enjoy the full pleafure of ad- 
miration, and all the fafhionable diver- 
fions of this gay town without the leaft 
reftraint; and to fpeak the truth, I flood 
fo extremely well in my own- eftimation 
at that time, that I very confidently look- 
ed upon myfelf as a perfeft model of the 
finiihed charafter^ which I had thus fond- 
ly conceived. 

But I have often fmce feverely con- 
demned myfelf for this folly ; or rather 
indeed I have fincerely deplored the fad 
perverfion of lady Meanwell's principles, 
that was the real fource thereof ; while 
with inceffant thankfulnefs to heaven, I 
ftill acknowlege the tranfeendent goodnefs 
of its providence, that amidft the number- 
Ms temptations, with which I was fo early 



and' fo conftantly furrounded, I waft not 
however left abandoned^ nor fullered to* 
continue long enough thereih to bfe cor- 
rupted. 

As fbon therefore as my mind was & 
little compofed, and fitted to receive even 
the flighteft tin6hire of ufeful inftru&ion, 
I eafily perceived the errors of my former 
courfc of life ; I looked back with hor- 
ror on the dreadful precipice from whence 
I had been delivered, that feemed as if be- 
fore concealed by the reflfUefs power of 
fome inchantment; Fbleflfed again the 
friendly hand that favored my efcape, and 
eagerly purfued theroad that leads to vir- 
tue's temple, which now lay fairly opfcn to* 
iny view ; here F found happinefs and 
peace, and here I ftill enjoy a plenitude of 
pleafure, which yet is fo uicapable of cloy- 
ing, that it increafes always with refleftioiv 

And indeed I have often fince had rea- 
fon to believe, that if I had continued for 
fome time longer in the fame train of 
thoughtlefs gaiety, at lady Meanwell's, I 
fliould now have added one to that deplor- 
able group of eter-greens,with which this 
lown already is but too abundantly over- 
flocked: fure, of all creatures that are en- 
dued with animal life, thofe old butterflies 
are by much the moft ridiculous ; thofe 
girls of fifty and fixty , who, at the trifling 
£ 6 €»gwfi« 
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expellee of prudence, determine to be al- 
ways young ; and waggifhly belye their 
wifdom, in fpight of the venerable ap- 
pearance of grey hairs, and all the horrid 
depredations which the iron tooth of time 
hath but too faithfully indented on them : 
things that are unnatural betray always a 
deformity too notorious to be difoutfed ; 
and the affe&arioil of profound wiidom at 
fifteen is hardly fo abfturd as that of re- 
dundant gaiety and frolic at fixty.. 

I cannot help thinking but it would be- 
of lingular fervice to thefe ladies, in their' 
own way, to have them confidered as in. 
the lift of the tamer kind of monfters; be- 
caufe as the latter are always much in. far : 
fhion, the former might then continue to 
be vifited, and exhibited with ftilLa better 
grace; whereas at prefent, I. am forry ta 
hear, 'tis thought fo great a nuifance, that, 
the larger number of females at every af- 
fembly is generally made up of thefe gay 
matrons, thefe chearful : old fools, who, as. 
Mr. Pope very juftly objferves, 

Worn out in pjublic, weary every eye, 

Not leave one figh behind diem when they die*. 
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C HAP., IX. 

Some farther animadverfionr on the bcbmi~ 
+our of old women, who not only render 
themfehes extremely ridiculous, but are 
fome times precipitated into things that are 
* criminal, by too unfeajonabty affecting thi 
ebaraHer of youth, both in their tleafures, 
drefs and manners 5 the inconfiftence of 
wiftnnt to grow old, yet bating to appear 
fo, perfectly childifh $ virtue, rf properly cul- 
tivated in youth, an ample Jupplement, ancT 
compenfation for the havoc, which age ge- 
nerally makes on beauty, an ingenious 
/theme propofedfor the employment of fuch 
old ladies, as are not engaged in fome more . 
ufeful avocations, in order to prevent the f can- 
dal and impropriety of their too frequently 
expofing themfelves; the authorefs s ftory 
continued*, the true character of Pofydore^ 

T Hough it is univerfally known that 
.the whole human race, from an 
irfefiftable impulfe in nature, is extreme?- 
ly defirous of protra&ing life to the moft 
extenfive period, yet fo prepofterous on 
this occa(ion> is the humour of woman- 
kind more efpecially, that very few of us 
can bear, with any degree of patience, the 
feocking.apprehenfion of being> thow^csk 
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old*: hence that fwarm of youthful dow- 
agers and gay grand-mothers that fo m*- 
mercifully infeft the town; and hence 
that number of experienced fpinfters, 
who having dealt fo long, in cruelty to n# 
purpofe, feem charitably inclined at laft ' 
to avenge their ldvers, by pra&iiing.on- 
themfelves: all thefe, I fay, by abrogat- 
ing impertinently the chara&er of youth* 
without its charms, too-often injurioufly 
affix on age the cenfure of contempt. 

We feem to forget, or rather indeed to 
Be intirely ignorant, that age has certain-, 
ly its refpeftive portion of human blefl*^ 
mgs ; which, though perhaps not quite 
fo violent y are yet more lafting, and more 
productive of true happinefs than thofe 
of youth ; theabufe of youth, 'tis true, 
does fometimes juftly ftamp misfortune 
upon age, and render it thereby a fcene 
of infirmity and joylefs gloom* but it is 
only from the prevailing humour of our 
aping too unfeafonably the levities of the 
former, that we can ever render the lat- 
ter thoroughly ridiculous : we are fcarce- 
ly ever offended at the gravity of an old 
cat, becaufe we know that it is quite na- 
tural, but when we behold the fame ani- 
mal aukwardly attempting to frifk and 
gambol, like a kitten, we feel indeed fome 
provocation to mirth, but then it is the 
J foot* 



fort oFmirth that is a mixture of coir«*- 
tempt and indignation;- 

It certainly requires but little penetra* 
tion todifeover the nuinberlefs abfurdities* 
not to fay crimes, into which our fex is 
unhappily betray'd by this ridiculous in- 
confidence, this unaccountable affe&ation-. 
of appearing always young, of ardently 
defirhigftrll to live, and at the fame time 
of hating to grow, old - 9 and though the 
caufe of this irrational weaknefs* is not 
left obvious than its effe<ft, there fecms to 
be however an almoft invincible difficul— 
tyih the way of its removal; arifing chiefs 
ly, as I conceive, from the falfc/yet ob-> 
ftinate fhame of appearing what we really r 
are, and from the miftaken profpeft of > 
fome imagined good by the concealment, 
of fome defe<ft; which laft expedient too* 
proves generally as fruillefs and abfurd as, 
that of young children, who flatter them— 
felves that by ihutting their own eyes they 
become abfohitely invifible to every body 
elfe. 

That innate fenfe of fliame which in- 
finite wifdom fo ftrongly implanted in us* 
was furely intended for a nobler ufe thanr 
that of being perverted by a miftaken 
felf-love to the lbw purpofes of deception j 
k was originally defigned to be the faithr- 
ful guardiaa of decency andhoxv&ux ^*fc 
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not fo as to maim virtue by becoming x 
reftri&ion upon fincerity : we all of us 
defire, or at leaft we ought to defire to ap- 
pear amiable, becaufe nature certainly 
intended that we lhould ; but then this- 
end is never to be accomplifhed at the ex- 
pcnce of truth ; if the means we ufe are 
difingenuous, we fruftrate the kind inten- 
tions of nature in our favour,and become 
juftly acceffary to the difappointment of 
our own hopes. 

A girl in all the healthful bloom of fif- 
teen, who happens to be blefled with an 
extraordinary lovelinefs of features and. 
complexion, may, I will allow, by un- 
veiling a little, acknowlege the bounties 
of nature without indecency ; fhe may 
even, if the feafon permits, fometimes- 
difplay the whole beauty of her hair 
without a cap ; but beyond this age, po- 
licy, no lefs than decency, forbids the 
practice : that fhe is moft divinely fair (if ■ 
fuch fhe really is) will foon be thoroughly 
underftood, without her taking fo much 
pains to arreft the eyes of every beholder, 
as if to extort indelicately afulLconfcffion. 
of her charms.. 

If ufe, and the conftant attention with 
which mankind, are apt to furvey exter- 
nal obje&s, can reduce by degrees, as well . 
the power of beauty, as the honour of de- 



( 9 9 ) 
formity, to one and the fame fad level of 
indifference (as it often moft unqueftion- 
ably does) what advantage then can the 
faireft nymph, merely as fuch, have over 
the plaineft, except in the fuperiorfuccefs 
of that rational expedient, which conftfts, 
not fo much in prepoffeffing the imagina- 
tion of an admirer, from the little he has 
already feen, as in convincing his judg- 
ment, that fomething ft ill more lovely re- 
mains to be difclofed ; that the charms of 
her perfon are but a very imperfect abf- 
traft of thofe of her mind, the unfolding 
whereof by degrees leaves him always the 
pleafure of expefting ftill fomething new, 
to conftitute that true fyftem of happi- 
nefi, which fuch a variety has alone the* 
power of fupporting; and furely common 
fenfe fuggefts that this is not tor be effe&ed 
by the precipitate expofure of too much 
at once, which is ftill further confirmed 
by the authority of the wife and learned. 

Naked in nothing fhould a woman be. 
But veil her very wk withmodefty* 

- If this be the cafe then' even with the 
lovely and the young, how inexcufably- 
abfurd muft be the conduft of thofe gay 
matrons, thofe fprightly. antique, who, 
without the leaft pretention to beauty, wit 
or youth, perfift in dif|)iajidgifuch im- 
moderate portions of fa&itiOUs flcin and 
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hair, as if they fuppofed that the men 
were now grown either extremely fhort- 
fighted, or were only to be captivated by 
being difgufted. 

The faihion that has for fome time pre- 
vailed of appearing naked in public, was, 
without all doubt, originally nothing 
more, than a hoftile confpiracy of the 
beauties againft us venerable antiques, in 
order to expofe us to all the. virulence of 
ridicule, and at the fame time to have our 
feeble conftitutions inhumanly attacked 
by the inclemency of the weather ; but 
if we underftood our true intereft, we have 
in our power an effe&ual method to coun- 
termine all fuch flimfy projeife, by con- 
vincing thefe malicious beauties, often to 
their coft, that time robs us of noone ex- 
ternal charm, without leaving us in pof- 
feffion, if it be not our own fault, of ma* 
ny others that are much more material \ 
yet thefe we feem totally to difregard, 
and to feel in age an unnatural pleafure 
in becoming profelytes to every folly and 
impertinence that faihion feems to have 
appropriated to youth alone- 

A woman may be exquifitely handfome 
in the bloom of youth, and from her great 
inexperience may poffibly be indulg'd for 
a while in the commiflion of certain foi- 
ties that are almbft iiifeperable from the 

difplay 
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difplay of beauty, which however that 
very beauty does in fome meafure apolo- 
gife for; but fhe may nevertheless be 
Shockingly the reverie of this at fifty-five, 
and yet unfortunately retain theufe of fome 
faculties in full perfection ; particularly, 
iuchftrength of memory and imagination, 
as may ftiH fondly urge her to expert aeon- ■ 
tinuance of that tribute, which with juftice 
can alone be. paid to beauty in its meri- 
dian ; for this purpofe fhe cruelly fatigues 
both herfelf and her horfes almoft to death 
and lavifhly exhibits her mellow charms 
in every public and private aflembly, 
w-here fhe can gain admittance, in order 
to convince the world of what they too 
well knew before, that fhe, who had befen 
once a celebrated beauty, continues ftill 
to be a fool. 

I cannot help thinking that an inordi- 
nate love of pleafure muft be one of the 
chief motives to this ridiculous pra&ice of 
old womens affe&ing to appear fo much 
younger than they really are;- it gives- 
them, as they imagine, a very extenfive 
latitude for playing the fool according to 
fafhion, and that, much longer than they 
could otherwife with any decency at* 
tempt to do :. befides the dreadful appre- 
benfion of being, totally negle&ed; and in? 

a man?* 
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a manner rudely thruft out of the world, 
which they have long accuftomcd them- 
felves to look upon as the certain confe- 
quence of growing old, deters them whol- 
ly from attempting fuch a propriety of 
conduft as would be much more fuitable 
to their time of life : but furely if the 
ftioit feafon of our youth has been em- 
ployed even in the rudiments of virtue, 
and the improvement of our minds, to far 
from being juftly either the caufe of ter- 
ror or fhame, old age will then be our 
glory and our happinefs; the longer 
we live, the more valuable we fhalt be- 
come, and ftill more truly efteemed by 
all the wife and good ; and as to the opi- 
nion of others, I think, with do&or 
Young, 

Their praifc defames, as if a fool flioulJ mean* 
By fpitting on your face to make it clean ; 

and confequently their keeneft cenfure* 
muft be high applaufe ; for a life welt 
fpent affords an exquifite pleafure in the 
reflexion- 6n what is paft, takes away all 
terrible apprehenfions of futurity, and 
what is ftill more, gives us a moft agree- 
able temper of mind to enjoy the prefent. 
I honeftly acknowledge that, from cer- 
tain prejudices which I had for fome time 
given way to, it was with.no fmall diffi- 
culty I prevailed uponmyfelfto confefs 
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my own age; but now that I have got this 
critical point happily over, I have refolu- 
tion enough to requeft of all my real 
. friends, that they will be fo obliging as to 
acquaint me inftantly, if they difcover 
any-thing in my conduct that may be in- 
confiftent with the liberty I here take in 
cenfuring that of other people, being 
-thoroughly fenfible that even the beft ad- 
vice is but too apt to lofe all its weight 
^when not uniformly fupported by ex- 
ample; and I allure my fair readers, with 
great humility, that I lhall always be rea- 
dy to kifs the rod, whenever impartiality 
can convift me of a crime fo bafe as that 
of endeavouring to make thecaufe of vir- 
tue and beauty only a pretence for the 
gratification of my own fpleen, envy, and 
ill-nature. 

I earneftly wifh to fee beauty" as uni- 
verfally the objeft of true efteem, as it is 
now leldom more than barely that of 
tranfitory paflion; andfuch indeed may 
all its pofleflbrs very eafily render it by the 
friendly affiftance of virtue, with this pe- 
culiar encouragement, that happinefs is 
always made the, certain reward of their 
fuccefs ; and although I have at prefent 
fcarce any vanity left that can be piqu'd 
by the disappointment, I have nevertheless 
pleafure in fuppofing, that even my feeble 
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animadverfions on the feveral impro- 
prieties in female conduft might poffibly 
produce a defirable effeft on fome fair ma- 
trons'at leaft, if they did not precipitately 
concludethat it was now too late to change 
their manner of life; from this abfurd ap- 
prehenfion, that as the world has been al- 
ready fo long in poffeffion of the laugh, 
any attempt to remove, might but in- 
creafc it ftill the more; but then they 
fhould confider that fuch an inference k j 
not lefs an affront to their underftanding, 
than it is to their virtue; an underftanding 
well improved lhews beauty always to the 
moft advantage, yet this can never be, 
where virtue has not the principal fhare in 
that improvement; and I believe it is 
pretty apparent that the fuccefs of beauty 
without this, in regard to cither of the 
important articles of happinefs or con- 
queft, is generally too inconfiderabie to 
deferve, as yet, the credit of being efteem- 
cd an indisputable precedent. 

I would recommend to my fair coun- 
try-women, and particularly to the clafs . 
of youthful matrons, and ever-greens, an 
ingenious fcheme of employment, which 
1 once knew very fuccefsfullypra&ifed by 
an old batchelour, who was formerly a 
man of pleafure, and whofe mind had 
been as little improved in his youth, as 

that 
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that of moft of our modern fine ladies; ai 
he grew old, he found himfelf by degrees 
ftrangcly negle&ed, except by the fordid 
tribe, whofe fervile affiduities are always 
to be'purchafed by views of felf-intereft, 
whom however he had cunning enough, 
for fome time, equally to encourage and 
difappoint; but he grew tired even of this, 
and felt himfelf at laft incapable of relifh- 
ing any of the pleafures of his youth; he 
was mailer of no one virtue or ufeful ac- 
complilhment that might help to elude, Or 
foften the approaching infirmities of old 
age, nor from books could he ever derive 
the leaft ariiufement; yet he had ftillfpi- 
Kt enough not to play the fool longer, 
merely becaufe it was thefafhion for peo- 
ple at his time of life commonly to dofo, 
expecialiy when no other pleafure accru'd 
to himtrom thence, and he had juft fenfe 
enough to know, that in order to avoid 
Contempt, he muft become invifible; he 
accordingly banilhed himfelf into a fo- 
litary part of the country, where an old 
acquaintance (for friends he could have 
none) accidentally found him one day ve- 
ry bufily employed in feeding a number 
of little chickens ; and aflcing him the rea- 
fon why he chofe to fpend the remain- 
der of nis days in that defpicable manner, 
was pertinently anfwered, that the chic- 
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kens knew not that lie was now grown old; 
that however inglorious fuch an occupa- 
tion may appear, it was at leaft innocent, 
and as he acknowleged himfelf to be at 
prefent utterly unfit for any-thing of 
greater importance, he ftill thought this 
preferable to a perfevejrance in the ways 
of vice and folly. 

• I doubt not but my fair readers will 
make the proper application here; and 
my regard for them is fo great, that I the 
more ftrenuoufly recommend feafonable 
retirement, even as an artifice, if they 
chufe not to embrace it as a means to vir- 
tue ; befides, by leflening in this manner 
the exorbitant price of poultry, they may 
poffibly become of fome ufe to the pub- 
lic, and in their old age attone thereby in 
fome meafure for a life, whofe youth at 
beft had perhaps been only fpent in idle- 
nefs and vanity. 

But after fo long a digreffion, I think, 
'tis now high time that I ihould return to 
my own ftory : my readers will pleafe to 
remember that Polydore was by Belinda's 
will appointed my guardian ; the care of 
my fortune was, it may be eafily imagin'd, 
no difagreeable truft to him, and as to 
that of my education, it is very plain, he 
gave himfelf no fort of trouble about it, 
or he would not have fufFered me to con- 
tinue 
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tinue fo long with lady Meanwell, whofe 
true.chara&er he perfectly well under- 
ftood : the ftronger the propenfity to ex- 
travagance, which I was likely to contract 
from her ladyihip's example, the lefs like- 
ly, he fupofed, could be the profpeft of 
jny looking into my own affairs, provided 
that he fupplied me, as indeed he con- 
ftantly did, with ample means for the gra- 
tification of that extravagance ; and the 
apprehenfion of my falling into the hands 
of people who might poffibly fuggeft to 
me fuch a prudent infpe&ion of my 
fortune, did moft probably accelerate that 
obliging invitation which he gave me to 
his houfe, in order ftill more effe&ually 
to prevent it - 9 but this I never once ima- 
gined at the time, for his whole beha- 
viour feemed not only difinterefted, but 
fpoke all the tendernefs of a moft affec- 
tionate parent ; whenever I made an ap- 
plication to him for money, he always 
gave me double, if not treble the fum I 
afked, and feemed to enjoy a particular 
fatisfa&ion in letting me know that he 
thought it highly proper, I fhould, on all 
occafions, make an appearance fuitable to 
the fortune I was miftrefs of. 

This behaviour could not fail to gain 
upon a young mind, rcgardlefs, as mine 
then was, of every thing but the indul- 
gence of my vanity 5 it foon concvlvateA. 

Vol. L F wj 
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my duty and affection for him in fo 
powerful a degree that, of all the human 
fpecies I looked upon him as the beft, 
and thought myfelf peculiarly happy in 
■having fuch a friend ; but a little time 
convinced me that I was fatally deceived; 
he was in fhort a moft complicated cha- 
racter ; in his perfon he ftill looked well, 
but had been very handfome, yet never 
feemed to have the leaft vanity on that 
account ; in his temper he was good-na- 
tured, companionate, chearful, and ex- 
tremely well-bred, yet without the leaft 
tinfture of pride : 1 have been told by 
thofe who were judges, that he had natu- 
rally an exceeding good underftanding, 
which was ftill improved by every advan- 
tage a liberal education could beftow; 
but of this, I preiume, he fcarcely ever 
made any ufe, as he fuffered both fools 
and knaves to rob him of his -time and mo- 
ney: he had, as if for their accommoda- 
tion chiefly, a very fine houfe in town, 
fitted up, and furniihed in the moft ele- 
gant tafte, and in a pleafant part of the 
country, within a ihort day's journey of 
London, he had likewife a charming villa, 
with a park and large gardens laid out in 
the moft beautiful manner ; he kept a 
very fplendid equipage, and feemed to 
derive no fmall pleafure from the incum- 
brance of a prodigious number of fer- 
^ fants and hories, • - -Thiq 
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- Two gentlemen, of family and fortune, 
who were, both of them, nearly related to 
Tradewell, began to conceive fome fu- 
fpicions, and to grow much diflatisfied at 
Polydore's conduft in regard to me ; as 
to the juft foundation of thefe fufpicions, 
I was at that time intirely ignorant, but 
they openly avowed their intentions to 
refcue, if poffible, the young Cornelia 
from impending ruin; and, to that pur- 
pofe, defigned making an application to 
the court of chancery, that I might be 
taken out of the hands of Polydore, that 
.my fortune might be depofited in the 
court, and the iflues and profits thereof 
fairly accounted for fince the death of my 
mother; but as a relation of the confequen- 
cfes which enfued on that occafion might 
run this chapter into too great a length, 
I fhall therefore defer it till the next. 

CHAP. X. 

Polydore s complicated charaHer continued^ 
and partly explained j with a remark upon 
the .generality of guardians ; the extraor- 
dinary character ofSipiana reprefented in 
the meft candid manner, and atfo that of her 
fatber. Portia \ntroducd,hutnot continud. 

E FORE the friendly defign of my 
two relations, as mentioned in the laft 
chapter, could be carried into execution, 
F 2 VoYj&yts. 
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•Poiydore was informed of the affair, and 
by a proper, or rather indeed, an artful 
management, he very feafonably defeated 
the whole purpofe thereof, and wrought 
fo efFetShially on my tender imagination, 
as to make me apprehend that a removal 
of my perfon and affairs from his houfe 
and prote&ion, would now bcthegreateft 
misfortune that could poffibly befal me : 
the well-known character of the two gen- 
tlemen above-mentioned did but too fuc- 
cefsfully affift the operation of his fcheme, 
for they were both reputed to be profefs'd 
libertines; the dangerous confequence 
whereof, in regard to me, he reprefented 
in fo pathetic a manner as foon filled me 
with the utmoft terror, and fully convin- 
ced me, as I then imagined, of the fince- 
rity of his friendfhip towards me. 

To confirm the matter ftill ftronger, 
-one of thefe gentlemen happened to be in 
the army, a circumftance which at that 
time greatly added to my fears $ for, from 
my earlieft youth, I had conceived a moft 
unaccountable dread of the people of that 
profefiion, which, inftead of being re- 
moved, ftrengthened by degrees, as I 
grew up, into an almoft infuperable an- 
tipathy ; nor can I fay, even at prefent, 
(though I hope and believe there may be 
worthy men among them) that this 

prejudice. 
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prejudice, if fuch it is, in regard to the 
generality of them, is thoroughly eradi- 
cated as yet. 

But be that as it will, Polydore con- 
duced the whole affair with fo much ad- 
drefs, that I then thought myfelf extreme- 
ly happy in his permiffion to chufe him 
as my guardian, being juft now arrived 
at an age that rendered fuch an aft of 
choice in me quite legal ; which fo ex- 
tremely difobliged my two worthy rela- 
tions, that they would never afterwards 
be reconciled to me, nor make any allow- 
ance for the great inexperience of my 
youth, which Polydore's artifice had thus 
^afily circumvented ; notwithftanding that 
I made every conceflion in my power, to 
attone for an indifcretion, which I was not 
confeious of, as fuch, at the time of com- 
mitting it. 

However, in lefs than three years, my 
' eyes were fully opened, and I beheld the 
whole merit of thefe gentlemens' kind en- 
deavours to ferve riie in its true light $ I 
was foon convinced that their intentions 
were ftri&ly honourable and difintereft- 
ed ; but alas ! the critical: opportunity 
was now fatally loft, and though, in eot* 
fequence of what they then called my 
contumacy, they peremptorily refafed to 
be concerned farther in my affairs, I ne- 
F 3 n**- 
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rerthclefs think myfelf obliged, as a debt 
juftly due to their benevolence, to make 
lome acknowlegement here, even for thq 
kindnefs of attempting fo much as they 
did to ferve me. 

But before I proceed to the immediate 
caufe of thofe misfortunes which Poly dore 
brought upon me, it may not perhaps be 
thought impertinent on this occafion to 
give my fair readers, by way of caution, 
as well as detail, a few aniecdptes concern- 
ing him, which may help to reprefent fo 
mixed a chara&er in the propereft lights 
and, at the fame time, to warn them, in 
fome meafure, by the haplefs inexperi- 
ence and uidifcretion of my example, a- 
gainft the too common artifices of guar- 
dians.; againft their repofing too implicit 
a confidence in fuch of them as are ca- 
pable of being feduced either by the pow- 
ers of avarice or extravagance, bafely to 
defraud their wards, under the moft plau- 
fible appearances of friendfhip and affec- 
tion ; and to facrifice every other confi- 
deration, how facred foever it may be, to 
the unjuft gratification of their own inte- 
refted views : I affirm not, however, that 
all guardians are abfolutely of this com- 
plexion, but I affirm pofitively, that i(i 
the bulk of mankind there are very few 
who are not ftrongly tinftured with one 

or 
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or other of thefe pafiions ; and, whenever 
a young lady of confiderable fortune hap-' 
pens to fall into the talons of fuch a har- 
py, 'tis more than a thoufand to one that 
ihe efcapes not uninjured ; fuch, at leaft, 
was. the deplorable cafe with me, and that 
from a man whofe integrity had been % 
loudly celebrated ; the iniquity of whofe 
intentions towards me, I no more fufpeft- 
ed than my own; 'tis therefore that I 
fpeak with greater freedom ; experience 
gives ftill an additional weight to that au- 
thority and confidence with which truth 
ihould always be delivered, and if my af- 
fertions here fhall on that account happen: 
to give offence, as fuch offence can falL 
but on the guilty, I fhall ever glory in a- 
. ny wound of that kind that I can give, 
and think it much too fmall a part of the 
punifhment which fo heinous a crime de- 
ierves. 

1 o come then to Polydore, my up- 
right guardian and afte&ionatc father-in- 
law ; one of his modes of artifice, in re- 
gard to.me,^vas to talk to me frequently 
about Belinda ; and teem to take a parti- 
cular pleafure in running over all her fe- 
veral charms; in pointing out, as if for my 
imitation, every article of real merit which 
lhe had been poflefled of ; and, as if the 
moft endearing parental tendernefs for me 
F 4 1 had 
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had prompted him to it, he woutd like- 
wife often reprefent with the utmoft can- 
dour all her failings and imperfe&ions, 
that I might ftri&ly endeavour to avoid 
them; and particularly warn'd me againft 
vanity, that fatal rock on which her health 
and life had untimely fuffer'd Ihipwreck * 
now if this was artifice (and fuck the 
fequel of his conduft indifputably proved 
it to be) it had at leaft fo genuine an ap- 
pearance of iincerity and affe&ion, and 
was, at the fame time, fo ftrongly fup- 
ported by realon, that it muft have de- 
ceived a wifer woman than any I have ever 
yet had the happinefs of knowing. 

But his favourite theme on thefe occa- 
fions was the much admired Portia, the 
fifter of Tradewell, who was at this time 
a widow, and had refided for fome years 
among her relations in France, though 
ihe had been married to an Englifh gen- 
tleman, and lived here during his life ; 
Polydore, I fay, would often reprefent 
Portia to me, as the moft accompliihed of 
her fex, as the moft perfect pattern of true 
beauty he had ever known ; 
Portia, the glory of the human race, 
Portia, more lovely by her mind than face: 

he had been acquainted with her almoft 
from the infancy of both of them, and had 
aot Portia's penetration early difcovered 

fome- 
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ftihediing* In his principles, how J^eci- 
©ufly foever varntthed over, that was in- 
compatible with that reditude which was 
the foundation of all her a&ions, and like- 
wife incon§£lent with her fentimqats in re- 
gard to conjugal happinefs, 'tis not at all 
improbable but they would . have been 
man and wife, tho' it will appear, when 
I come $o relate the particulars of her 
ftorv, thai fhe was ftill as much deceived 
in tae choice fhe made: Polydore how- 
ever would often dwe^l with no le{& plea- 
fure than confidence upon all her feveral 
virtues, in the different ftations of Ufethro* 
which flie had paffed ; he admired her fi* 
Hal piety, her conjugal affe&ion, aijd her 
maternal tendernefs, all which he ufually 
celebrated with thehigheft applaufe ; ana 
njoft fervently recoilimended to me, in 
cafe I ihould ever be fo happy as to fee 
her, that I would carefully endeavour to 
tranfplant, if poffible, fome of her great 
and many virtues into my own breaft, 
and woul4 then always conclude with a 
deep figh, and the following words, 

No more fiich generous fentimcnts we trace, 
In the gay moderns of the female race. 

Indeed k muft be allowed that his pre- 
fect .tydy was of ft very different caft of 
mind, for with regard to dm*$erfl&fc 
F 5 ^^ 
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was fcarcely to be defined ; fo true is that 
obfervation of my favourite poet, 

Moft women have no charafiers at all : 
perhaps there never was a weaker head 
joined to a better heart ; fhe had a moff / 
unabated paffion for religion, and would, 
on no account, omit any of its external 
ceremonies; as fhe was naturally of -a 
ftoical difpofition, I am inclined to be- 
lieve, fhe thought the whole duty of a 
woman confifted merely in a certain de- 
gree of rigid apathy, and in being con- 
flantly immur'd in her clofet, except 
when Ihe happened to be fummoned 
forth from thence by the tolling of the 
bell, to participate in the public devo- 
tions of the church ; and yet, though fhe 
was daily conyerfant with St. Paul, I very 
much doubt whether Ihe was able to give 
a better reafon for her faith, than its be- 
ing that of her anceftors ; but oompaflion 
obliges me to fay no more : let the purity 
of her intentions attone, as I make no 
doubt but it has, for all her failings, for 
vices fhe had none.^ 

This lady, whom I fhall call Sipiana, 
fucceeded my mother as the legal partner 
for life of the gay the magnificent Pojy- 
dore ; fhe was the daughter of an antient 
vegetable in one of the neighbouring 
counties, whofc dvara€tet ^tV^w^o^Kt 
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to give my readers , a fmall iketch of, as> 
it may, in fome meafure, help to account 
for that of his daughter, and at the fame, 
time more fully illuftrate the condu& of 
Polydore; Sipiana's father then, was a 
plain, hofpitable country-gentleman, with 
a good eftate, an honeft heart, and an. 
empty head ; he had conflantly, from the 
time of his being of age, reprefented his. 
borough in parliament, but was never 
known, in the courfe of a very long term 
of years, to have attempted making one 
fpeeeh in the houfe ; which yet, if the 
intrinfic merit of many florid fpeeches 
that were made there during that period, 
could now be impartially eftimztfed^woulct 
certainly appear as a very high point of 
wifdom ; but he was neverthelefs thought 
a ufeful man on fom'e occafions, and was 
therefore eafily perfuaded to believe that 
he was ho fool : he refembled Sir Roger 
de Coverly in fo many inftances, that I 
have often been induced to think, he muft 
have fat for the amiable pi&ure which 
Mr. Addifon has left us of that worthy - 
old knight. 

His daughter Sipiana, when flie intei> 
niarried with Polydore, was the widow of 
a gentleman of confiderable fortune, by 
whom fhe had one daughter, whofe name 
was AJpatia, and whofe educaxvox^ w^ow 
F 6 Vtx: 
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her mother's fccond marriage, was com* 
mitted to the care of her father's family,, 
which proved a moft fortunate incident 
for this young lady ; of whom, however 
I muft defer laying any-thing more for 
the prefent, and return to Sipiana, whofe 
father gave her, as fhe was a favourite 
daughter, a large fortune even on her fe- 
cond marriage; but indeed he might well 
afford to do fo, for he gave her nothing 
elfe but fortune ; wifely judging, I fup- 
pofe, that as money was then foarce, a 
large fum would be much more accept- 
able to the generality of hufbands, than if 
he had beftowed any part of it upon her 
education ; at leaft this is the only pro- 
bable means by which we can account for 
the ftrange negfcft thereof that was fo no- 
toriomfly apparent throughout her whole 
life : but however that was,Sipiana's great 
pofleflions, I am very certain, were thefole 
hiducemept to Poly dore to marry her, for 
never were two people more diametrically 
oppofite to each other in temper, manner, 
principle, andnnderftanding, than thefe ; 
though this did not however appear to be 
the cafe to all their acquaintance, for the 
duties of her clofet engroflfcd fo much of 
her time, that fhe had fcarce any feft to 
throw away upon her hufband and his; 
mfriends, and confequavtYy toesxtj <s£ her 
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particular failings and oddities were, on 
that account, the lcfs expofed ; but had 
his affe&ion for her perfoii been greater, 
hh politenefs, in not reminding hqr that 
he had an undoubted right to a fhare in 
Hcrfociety, even with heaven itfelf, would 
certainly nave been lefs; and yet whether 
that would have enhanced Jtar happinefc 
k a matter of much doubt. 

But Polydore, though he a&uaHy fuc- 
ceeded in. the enjoyment of hi$ wtfhes by 
this marriage, yet began by degrees, as 
lie wanted not underftanding, to per- 
ceive the weakncfs and futility of thr plan 
he had proceeded on, and alfo its iafuf- 
ficiency to conftitute that fyftem of ra- 
tional happinefs, which he liad thereby 
vainly imagined himfelf fecure of: he 
had paffed his time with Belinda in a ve- 
ry different manner, whofe perfon tem- 
per, and wit, were all extremely agreeable 
and entertaining; it was* therefore that 
he now found himfelf the more cruelly 
difappointed : and tho* he wanted not pe- 
netration to have in fome meafure fore- 
feen this confequence, yet I am inclined 
to believe, the truth was, that delicacy 
and deliberation upon the means of fuch 
a fyftem of rational happinefs here might 
kave proved dangerous, for the prefent fi- 
liation of his affair* called \o\x&Vj fox *x* 
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immediate fupply of fortune, and as mar- 
riage feemed to him to be the moft feafible 
fcheme for facilitating that end, prudence 
according to that maxim consequently 
fuggefted that neither the complexion, 
nor difpofition of the lady were to be car- 
ried into the account ; fo induftrioufly 
ingenious are mankind fometimes to de- 
ceive themfelves in the moft important 
circumftance of life, the purfuit of true 
happinefs : and indeed Polydore was here 
moft wretchedly deceived, for the impos- 
sibility of having now an agreeable com- 
panion at home, drove him in a manner 
away from his own houfe, and led him by 
degrees into confirmed habits of intem- 
perance and extravagance, though he was 
far from being an epicure, and always de- 
tefted the chara&er of a fot. 
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CHAP. XL 

Characters ofSipiana and Poly don more far* 
ticularly illuflrated; the dif agreeable life 
the author e/s led in this family ; her man- 
ner of employing her time there, and her 
prudence infubmitting to fuch a life, when 
it was palpabjy in violence to her inclina- 
tion 5 comparifon of the extremes through 
which fbe faffed in going from lady Mean- 
well to reftde with Sipiana * ftrange re- 
verfe of her fortune upon the death ofPo-. 
lydore ; the unexpected fttuation in which: 
his affairs were found, and the effect this 
had upon the authorefs, with her reflections 
en that decafton, and particularly on the 
infamous practice of running in debt beyond 
the power of payment. 

IN the extraordinary family then, men- 
tioned in my laft, was I doomed to- 
fpend a few years more' of my life ; the 
mafter and miftrefs whereof, 'tis true,* 
were folemnly united, according to the 
letter of the marriage-law, but were ne- 
rerthelefs very far from being fo, accord- 
ing to the intention and true fpirit of that 
mftitution ; for, on the part of Polydore, 
neither fentiment, nor inclination, nor 
any other defireabk circ\xn&^a^ ^tosx.- 
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faerer, that might lead to an expe&atlai* 
*f conjugal felicity (if I except the con- 
silience of Sipiana's fortune) had the 
eaft (hare in the choice he here made ; 
»r indeed on hers, if I barely except that 
>f living in the honourable efiimation 
vhich k generally apt to be conceived of 
the marriage-ftate ; for the characterise 
by which fhe was chicjfly tobe diftinguUh- 
ed in ail the common occurrences of life, 
was that of infipidtty and extreme indif- 
ference ; iho* in the bufinefc of religion, 
as I hinted before, ihe fcemed topoffefs 
all the aAive fpirit of enthufiafm* 

My time, in ifuch a iftuation as this r 
muft neceffarily hang very heavily cm my 
hands ; to Sipiana, as to the wife of my 
guardian, who ihouid have been likewile 
my director, and example in many ma- 
terial points, I certainly owed, and paid 
her a very high degree of deference and 
*efpe& 5 inforauch that, contrary to the 
impulfe of inclination, I refbrained, not 
only the natural vivacity of my difpofition, 
but alfo that reliefs propenfity to a life of 
pleafure which I had contra&ed ait lady 
Meanwell's, and feduloufly endeavoured 
to accommodate myfelf, as much aapof- 
fible to all the particularities of her hu- 
mour; but the celu&ance I almoft con- 
fiantly felt in jperfomaing a \a& fo very 
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difficult and difagreeable, rendered me 
extremely miferablc, yet in a manner 
wholly without an option to relieve my- 
felf, except I refolvcd to come to an open 
rupture withPolydore, which would have 
been effe&ed at this time with a very ill 
grace, as I had fo lately chofen him for 
my guardian. 

My chief refource therefore, under the 
great inconvenience of my prefent condi- 
tion, after the moft mature deliberation I 
was capable of, was in a total acquiefcence 
and fubmiffion to the will ot thofe, to 
whom decency, as well as the law, had 
now given fome power over me ; I was 
enabled to bear this inconvenience with 
the greater alacrity by the confolatioa I 
received from my own hopes, that, in 
cafe no fortunate event fliowld happen to 
do it fooner, my being at full age would 
indifputably deliver me from thence ; and 
in order to fill up many of thofe vacuities 
that were extremely irkfome to me, I de- 
voted as much or my time as I poflibly 
could, to reading 5 which might indeed 
have proved not lefs an advantage than it 
was an amufement to me, if fome friend- 
ly hand had happily pointed out what 
might have contributed moft to my im- 
provement ; but this, alas ! was fo effen* 
tially wanting, that I could do little more 

than 
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than merely murder time ; for I haftily 
ran over whole volumes, without being 
able to form the leaft judgment of what 
I had read, and almoft without adding 
one new idea or fentiment to the little 
flock I was before poffefled of; but I ne- 
verthelefs purfued this journey ftill, as it 
afforded me fome entertainment, or, • at 
leaft, fome fmall intervals of relaxation, 
from dwelling too intenfely on what I con- 
ceived to be the wretchednefs of my pre- 
fent lot, compared with the felicity I had 
formerly tailed at lady Meanwell's. 

. In this random courfe I have many 
times fancied myfelf in the fituation of 
fome bewildered traveller in an unknown 
region ; where, though the climate and 
profpefts all around me were extremely 
pleafant and agreeable, I could not how- 
ever proceed on my way with any cer- 
tainty or fatisfa&ion to myfelf, but was 
often obliged to fuffer the greateft incon- 
veniences from my not being able to 
comprehend either the language, or the 
kind and hofpitable intentions of the fe- 
veral inhabitants towards me; I had Po- 
Jydore's library fo intirely to myfelf, that 
i.ttffeemed to be folely appropriated to my 
life, for he now feldom or never came in- 
to it; it was efteemed to be a very fine 
one, and filled with the beft authors in 

every 
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every known, language; indeed I after- 
wards experienced that it was a very va- 
luable one; but for want of the friendly 
affiftance before mentioned, I have often 
thought fince, that I might have been ve- 
ry juflly compared, in my reading at that 
time, to the cock on the dunghil, who, as 
the fable informs us, preferred a barley- 
corn to a rich jewel ; for I often fooliihly 
preferred fome trifling romance to the fo- 
lid improvement that was to have been 
derived from the reading of morality and 
hiftory : 'tis true indeed, I might reafon- 
ably have expeded fuch afliftance in this 
way from my guardian as I required, e- 
fpecially as 1 was fenfible that he wanted 
neither the will, nor the power, to com- 
municate knowlege, but his domeftic af- 
fairs fince his laft marriage had been con- 
ducted in fuch a manner as rendered him 
not lefs a ftranger to his own hotae, than 
it did me to that falutary inftru&ion I 
inight otherwife have received from him. 
I therefore prefume not at prefent to 
claim the leaft degree of merit from my 
application to ftudy, or indeed from my 
particular attachment to a retired life at 
that time ; if there was any virtue in it, 
it was certainly the virtue of neceffity not 
choice ; for my inclination very ftrongly 
follicited me to pafs my time in a more 

agree- 
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agreeable way ; and. I have often flnce* 
with all the gratitude juftly due to my 
good genius on that account, congratu- 
lated myfelf for fubmitting at any rate to 
thofe reftraints, which prudence, in fuch 
a precarious fituation as mine then was, 
muft always di&ate; though it muft be 
confefled, they arebutfeldom attended to 
by the giddy and the young. 

So fudden a tranfition from one ex- 
treme to another, as I at that time expe- 
rienced, was, I believe what few young 
people of my reputed fortune, though ad- 
vanced perhaps -to a greater maturity of 
age and underftanding than myfelf, could 
however have borne with a becoming mo- 
deration : I was, by lady Meanwell, as I 
have already fhewn, very early initiated 
into many of the fafhionable- vanities and 
follies of gay life, under the fpccious pTe- 
pofleffionof its being the propereftfyfteni 
of education for a young lady of fortune* 
and I was juft fnatched time enough from 
the pernicious errors of this admired 
fyftem, only to be plunged into thofe of 
a direft contrary extreme; I confequent- 
ly required much more fortitude, and a 
greater ftrength of judgment, to condu<ft 
myfelf in fuch critical circumftances than 
I wai miftrefs of ; but providence was 
gracioufly pleafcd to fupport me through 

this 
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this fcene, and likewife through tryals of 
a much more fevere and difficult kind. 

For the period was now drawing near, 
which was to fhew me things in a light 
wherein I had never yet beheld them : 
Polydore, in the meridian of life, was 
feized with a violent fever, which, in a 
few 'days, carried him to his filent tomb ; 
what I felt on this occafion is not to be 
defcribed, for my afte&ion for him was 
that of a child to the beft parent ; I had, 
at leaft, never known any other, and his 
behaviour to me, as far as I was then ca- 
pable of judging, very fully justified all 
my affli&ion for his death. 

But alas ! my woes were but juft be- 
gun ; I had more to fuffer than I was a- 
ware of, or could have fufpe&ed : the fo- 
lemnity of his funeral was fcarcely over, 
when crowds of importunate creditors ap- 
peared, with demands to a very confider- 
able amount, which Sipiana was an intire 
ilranger to; and as there feemed to be no 
provifion made for the payment thereof 
in his will, they inftantly proceeded to 
feize, without the leaft mercy, upon his 
plate and furniture, both in town and 
country, and alfo on his equipages, move- 
ables, and ail his valuable colle<5Uons of 
pictures, ftatues, and medals ; in lhort, 
nothing was to be feen in our houfe for 

fome 
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% fome time but a fcene of wild confufion, 
and the utmoft diforder ; yet all this was 
not able to ruffle, or difcompofe in the 
fmalleft degree, the ftoicaf temper of Si- 
piana ; her jointure, fhe well knew, was 
too firmly fecured to be futye<5ted to any 
hazard on this occafion, and the ftate of 
widowhood, how deplorable foever it may 
be thought, fhe was, from paft experi- 
ence, fully prepared to encounter ; be- 
sides, fhe had moreover the high confo- 
lation of knowing, that the largenefs of 
her income would always be a fufficient 
temptation to knaves and fools at leaft, 
to give her an opportunity of changing 
that ftate whenever fhe pleafed. 

But the cafe with me was widely diffe- 
rent : I was at once tumbled down from 
the envied fummit of felicity almoft to 
ihe loweft abyfs of mifery ; from the flat- 
tering circumftance of fcarcely ever Air- 
ing abroad but in a chariot, or chair, that 
was kept wholly for my ufe, and a num- - 
ber of idle attendants about me, I had ve- 
ry foon the mortification to find myfclf 
obliged to fubmit to the mere convenience 
of a hired vehicle, the bare neceflaries of 
life, and juft decent apparel ; nor was I 
certain how long even this pittance would 
laft : I was not, I confefs, at all prepared 
•for fuch a viciffitude, my mind was total- 
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Iy void of all fupport from itfelf, till ad- 
verfity, in humbling my fpirit, by de- 
grees reftored me to the proper ufe of my 
reafon, and fully convinced me, that no- 
thing but experience, that inftru&ive mif- 
trefs of fools, can effe&ually imprefs both 
on the heart and underftanding that di- 
vine aphorifm of the preacher, that all 
our defires are vanity. 

This was however a work of fome time 
as well as difficulty ; for, by the conduft 
of moft young people, it would feem as 
if the feafon of youth had been allotted for 
no Other purpofe than the indulgence of 
heedlefs gaiety ; the nimble fpirits, it is 
true, mount ufually then above the com- 
mon accidents of life, while, in fpight of ' 
the moft untoward obftacles, we ftill prefs 
forward, with unabated ardour, to obtain 
the enjoyment of our wilhes : I never re- 
flect upon this period of my life, without 
the greateft thankfulnefs to heaven, fbir 
making the imprudent conduct of Poly- 
dore, his unexpected death, and the feem- 
ingly unhappy confequences of both thefe 
events to me, the beneficent means of my 
becoming wifer,and learning from thence 
the -true ufe of my underftanding. 

I had indeed been an eye-witnefs, as I 
-before mentioned, to fonie fcenes of ex- 
travagance in lady Meanwell, which, 

young 
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young as I was, even thefinall portion of 
judgment I at that time poffefled, obliged 
me, in fome meafure, to .condemn ; till 
I had been inftru&ed by her ladyihip's 
afleverations to believe that the baronet 
was immenfely rich, and that avarice a- 
lone had fuggefted the rigour of thofe 
meafures he had fo cruelly impofed pn 
her, which, I confefs, very fuddenly fup- 
prefled every tender emotion of pity in 
his favour that I was capable of : I few 
they were extremely unhappy, but I was 
too young, and much too volatile, to en- 
ter deeply into the real merits of the cafe, 
or fuffer them to make any impreflion on 
me, to the prejudice or interruption of 
what I then judged to be my fupreme 
happinefs ; although I have fince been of 
opinion that thofe incidents, if they had 
been properly refle&ed on at the time, 
might have redounded much to the ad- 
vantage of my judgment. 

But the melancholly fcene of confufion. 
and mortality that now appeared before 
me, joined to a dreadful apprehenfion, 
which was but too juftly grounded, of 
the lofs of almoft all my fortune, did, it 
may be eafily imagined, affeft me very 
deeply 5 yet, I thank heaven, not fo deep- 
ly as to impair my health, or totally de- 
prefs my fpirits, which youth and a good 

con- 
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>ution poffibly prevented : it how- 
rroduced this good effeft, that I be- 
om hence, for the firft time in my 
life, to learn to think ; for hitherto 
10ft uninterrupted feries of gaiety 
leafure, un-embitterd by any event 
) me appear'd to be a fumcient caufe 
£tion, had in a manner quite turn'd 
»ad, and forced me to hold the fa- 
of thinking, that is, of refle&ing 
propriety upon my. own conduft, 
lat of other people* as a meannefs 
r beneath the charafter of a woman 
lion for me to condefcend to. 
eed I have fince had many oppor- 
es to remark, that merely through 
ant of this faculty, one of the moft 
lit parts in the conduA of human 
; that of knowing how to become 
i and grandeur as we ought to do ; 
am firmly perfuaded, from long 
ration, that they who can fall with 
ty, when the neceffity of their affairs 
re it, bid much the faireft for bear- 
le full blaze of profperity and eleva- 
vith fteddinefs, decency and virtue: 
j circle of my connexions with the 
1, which have not been very confin- 
have had the happinefs of knowing 
?w people, who have had moderation 
delicacy enough not to aflume an 
U I. G air 
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air of fuperlority over their equals, from 
what they judged to be the important, 
though in fa& no more than the mere 
fortuitous circumftance of poffeffing fome 
what a larger portion of riches ; as if it 
had been provided according to the rea- 
fon and nature of things, that the fupe- 
riority of one man's fortune, how bafely 
focver acquired, ihould always, upon 
companion, be confiderfcd as the certain, 
and juft deftru&ion of another's merit; 
and that it ihould neceffarily fubje& him, 
who derived not from thence, either by 
dependence or expectation, the leaft ad- 
vantage whatfoever, to all the contempt 
and haughty fupercilioufnefs of wealtn, 
as well as to every other cafual inconve- 
nience refulting from fuch a fuppofed 
inferiority : I have had indeed the hap- 
pinefs of knowing but few, wliofe gene- 
ral behaviour was founded in the true 
fpirit of philantropy ; few that from a 
juft way of thinking had learned the hap- 
py art of laying alide the fantaftical dif- 
tin&ions of birth and fortune, cfpecially 
where the exertion of them could poffibly 
ferve no purpofe more material than the 
gratification of a little ihort-lived vanity ; 
few in ihort, that could receive and en- 
tertain their freinds with that decent 
complaifance which is always expc&ed 

from 
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Tom a vifiter, or do offices of beneficehctf 
with the modeft grace of one that re- 
ceives them. 

But, to return to the fubje6t that gave 
rife to thefe reflections, I mean the fad 
redu&ion of my circumftances, which: 
had been occafioned by the imprudent 
and iniquitous management of my guar- 
dian ; I was taught to believe from my 
earlicft infancy that I was pofTefled of a 
confiderable fortune, to the amount of at 
leaft fifty thoufand pounds ; the manage- 
ment whereof, together with the care of 
jne, by my mother's will devolved in- 
ftantly upon Polydore at her deccafe ; and 
his affe&ionate behaviour to me, as I have 
already mentioned, when I came to be ca- 
pable of confidering about my own af-» 
fairs, left me to little to fear, in regard to 
his fidelity in the difcharge of this truft, 
that about three years before his death, I 
hefitated not to chufe him for my guar- 
dian, preferably to all others ; by which 
means, 'tis true, I in a manner voluntarily 
put it out of my power to call him to an 
account, at leaft 'till fuch time as I lhould 
arrive at full age, which however his un- 
expected death effe&ually prevented ; fo 
that when his affairs came to be examined 
into, it appeared that there was fcarce 2 
tenth part of my fortune left, which he 
G i had 
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had not already fpent, and hardly affets 
fufficient to pay a tenth part of the other 
debts he had contra&ed. 

As -my fortune confifted chiefly of mo- 
ney in the funds, which flood in his name, 
he fold and transferred the flock at his 
pleafure, without my privity, or the leaft 
check or controul from any of my rela- 
tions, moft of whom, I believe, fuipe&ed 
his integrity as little as myfelf ; thofe two 
gentlemen indeed, whom I before men- 
tioned, it is plain, knew him better than 
we did ; and on that account it was, that 
they purpofed making a friendly effort to 
relieve me ; but refentment foon fucceed- 
cd this kind intention, and they inftantly 
deferted me, when they found that I had 
chofen him for my guardian, notwith- 
ftanding that my reafons for fuch choice 
appeared to me, at that time, to be abun- 
dantly forcible and juft. 

In fhort, I was now become almoft de- 
flitute of every other friend but innocence 
and health ; and in a very little time ex- 
perienced, that even the fmalleft appear- 
ance of misfortune is able to diflblve the 
flrongeft of thofe common friendfhips of 
the world, that are generally founded in 
nothing elfe but' fordid intereft, caprice, 
or vanity ; I therefore endeavoured, as 
nearly as I poflibly could, to reduce into 

prac- 
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pra&ice that excellent leflbn which Mr. 
Pope has given us in the following lines ; 

Submit in this, or any other fphere, 
Certain to be as bleft as thou canft bear, 
Safe in the hand of one difpofing power, 
Or in the natal, or the mortal hour. 

I pra&ifed, indeed, this inftru&ive lef- 
fon at that time, though not fo much 
fromconvi&ipn of its excellence, as from 
downright neceffity ; for I found that the 
expectation of affiftance, or any real con- 
folation, from thofe who call'd themfelves 
my friends, was utterly vain : the enor- 
mous lift of Polydore's debts, which I ob- 
ferved to be as yet unfatisfied, aftonifhed 
me beyond expreffion ; infomuch that all 
' the veneration and filial affe&ion I had 
hiiherto.cntcrtained for him, was inftant- 
Iy converted into a. mixture of indigna- 
tion and horror ; I had always, 'till this 
inftant, believed him to be a man of the 
ftritfeft^ integrity and honour, and that 
upon tlie immutable principles of juftice 
and moral rectitude; I thought that the 
vile complication of knavery and folly, 
which I have fince obferved to confift in 
afluming credit beyond our abilities to 
-anfwer, 01% in other words, in running in 
debt without the means of payment, could 
have ho fliare in the character of a perfon 
of his excellent underftanding, and many 

: G 3 exewv- 
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exemplary virtues ; but though I felt in- 
deed the woful misfortune of being grofly 
deceived in this my good opinion of him, 
yet this very misfortune, great as it cer- 
tainly was, was however considerably al- 
leviated, as I had the unfpeakable cbnfo- 
lation of knowing at the fame time that I 
was myfelf wholly free from the real in- 
famy of confeious evil : I believed his 
foible to have confifted chiefly in fuch a 
tafte for the appearance of elegance and 
.magnificence, as I knew his fortune could 
well fupport without any exceedings; 
but of a crime fo iniquitous, and at the 
feme time fo vile and mean,- as that of 
running into debt beyond his fortune, be- 
ing fomuch more infamous than thebafefi 
arts of a pickpocket or common Iharpcr, 
I confefs I never once fufpefled him. 

How people, who "by their birth and 
education would fecm to claim an indis- 
putable right to the poft of honour, can 
yet reconcile to themfelves the xliftrefles 
and miferies which fuch fcenes of iniquity 
too often bring upon difappointed credi- 
tors^ let them evince ? If tne facred obli- 
gations of that religion which they profefs 
are not of fufficient weight to deter men 
from the bafenefs of fuch a condu#, rae- 
thinks at leaft their boafted, their darling 
idol honour ought $ for there arc thofe, 

lam 
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I am told, who can very heroically icoff 
at all the di&ates of religion, yetmodeft- 
ly difplay, or at leaft pretend to difplay, 
the keeneft fenfibility of of honor ; men, 
who with all the fecming compofure of 
true fortitude, are ready to rifque not on- 
ly the pains and perils of death, but alfo 
thofe of eternity itfelf, in order to con- 
vince the world that honour confifts now, 
not fo much in a certain juftnefs of prin- 
ciple, and propriety of acfion, as in bru- 
tally daring to avow, and fan&ify thofe 
very violations of it, which they them- 
felves have committed : the lye given to 
one of thefe heroes, though it be often no 
more in fetft than truth affirmed with 
fome degree of vehemence, is however it 
feems to be expiated by nothing lefs than 
death, or bloodlhed at leaft \ while he 
that exa&s this fanguinary fatisfo&ion is 
perhaps himfelf the moft infamous of all 
liars, and has put both his liberty and his 
honour into the power of what he calls b 
fet of paultry creditors, to proclaim this 
to the world * and to guard the reft of 
mankind from the injuries of fo bafe a 
deceiver, by his having thus wantonly 
run into their debt beyond his ability 
to pay. 

And this, I am forry to fay, had long 

been the fecrct practice of my righteous 
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gaurdian Polydore ; but what renders it 
Hill more extraordinary is, that he wasfo 
far from being one ot thofe falhionabic 
fcofFers at religion,, that he regularly, and 
conftantly attended on the fervice of the 
church, and feemed from convi&ion to 
enter into the reafonablenefs and impor- 
tance of all its duties ; fo that charity 
-would almoft incline me to fuppofe that 
his deviations from the rectitude, which 
that religion inculcates, proceeded rather 
from a habit of inconfideratenefs, than 
from any fettled, or confcious malignity 
of heart. 

And indeed the unaccountable infatua^ 
tion of that vice, into which, by the 
flexiblenefs of his own temper, he was 
too unguardedly betrayed, abundantly 
confirms this opinion ; 'twas the unhappy 
vice of gaming that I mean ; and this, in 
truth it was, that fatally brought on all 
thofe evils which I have mentioned above, 
both upon himfelf and me, as Jikewife on 
many others. 

He was a gentleman of the weft of 
England, of an eafy fortune, but bred to 
no bufinefs; which for a man of his ac- 
tive and lively imagination was indeed a 
moft unfpeakable misfortune : he had, 
after the death of Belinda, merely at firft 
by way of amufement only, frequented 

thofe 
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thofe places, where the beft company, 
under a pretence of excluding inferiors, 
generally aflembled, in order to, ruin 
each other in a well-bred manner; fo 
that what was, at firft, as I obferved, 
merely amufement, became by degrees fo 
intirely a bufinefs, that in this pernicious 
diverfion, if any thing fo definitive can 
with propriety be called diverfion, he at 
laft confum'd whole nights, wherein he at 
one and the fame time impaired his health, 
and totally ruined his fortune ; in fhort, 
it was the indulgence of this one vice that 
rendered him the complete villain I have 
defcribed him; for this alone excepted, 
no man was better able to acquit him- 
felf with grace and true dignity in the 
difcharge of all the feveral offices of life . 
than himfelf : and moft undoubtedly he 
muft have been poflefled of fome great 
talents, as the ingenious Mr. Addifon, to 
my knowlege, had in a particular manner 
honoured him with his friendihip. 

How amazingly ftrong then muft this 
infatuation appear, that could thus force 
him to bury every ufeful quality ; but 
whenever this fubje<5t occurs to my re- 
membrance, I cannot help confidering ,it 
as an important leflbn of humility to all 
thofe who are too confident of the fupe- 
riority of their own great learning and 
G 5 wifdom 
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wifilom ; far Polydore, with all his fupe- 
rior intellectual endowments, moft con- 
fefledly aded like a mere machine, whofe 
feveral movements tend to a certain 
point, as did all his to the indulgence of 
this one favorite paflion ; the people with 
whom he fperit all his time, though much 
inferior to him in point of under ftanding, 
had however penetration enough to dif- 
cover his latent foible ; they eafily touch- 
ed the well-known fpring, and wound him 
at their pleafure. 

But he fell into the common errour 
that moft people do, when they commit 
imprudent anions ; for inftead of grow- 
ing wifer by exprience, and becoming 
fenfible of the folly of the paft conduft, 
and the criminal abufe of his faculities, 
he only fought out fuch a refource as 
might give him an opportunity of in- 
dulging ft ill more amply his darling, his 
deftru&ive paflion for play ; in fuch a 
crifis therefore nothing teemed fo eligible 
to him as a rich wife 5 for to men in his 
circumftances fuch an one is always held 
to be as infallible a reftorative, as a courfe 
of affes milk, good air, and a more gene- 
rous regimen is to a perfon in an jmpo- 
veriihed ftate of blood and juices : Sipiana 
then was, or at leaft feemed to be fully 
poflefled of all that he defired in a wife; 

but 
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but I think, I have already made it plain* 
ly appear, that in her he very defervedly 
met with his punifliment in his crime ; I 
fliall therefore take my leave of him, and 
conclude this chapter with my fincereft 
wiflies that all my readers may make the 
lame ufe of his faults that I have done, 
which indeed was my principal induce- 
ment to give his chara&er. 



CHAP. XII. 

SipiancCs humane behaviour to the authorefs 
whom Jhe invites to continue with her ; 
the authorefs, inftructed by her own mif- 
fortunes, endeavours carefully from this 
period to form her whole conduct upon the 
flan of prudence* oeconomy, and virtue ; 
Sipiana's death ; fome farther anecdotes <ff 
her character, with the authorefs } s remarks 
thereon , and a hint to her fair readers re- 
lative to the ufe of the cqfmetick. 

IMuft do Sipiana the juftice to ac- 
knowlege, very much to her honour, 
that ihe behaved herfelf to me upon this 
melancholy occafion with great huma- 
nity and good-nature ; fhe endeavoured, 
as foon as flie decently could, to collet 
the fmail remains of my (battered fortune 
G $ Sato 
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into one fum, and placed it out at intereft 
for me to the beft advantage : fhe more- 
over aflur'd me, that I fhould be extreme- 
ly welcome to continue with her if I chofe 
it, and that tfie fhould efteem it m obliga- 
tion; particularly as Afpatia, her daugh- 
ter by her firft hufband, whom I once 
juft mention'd^ continued to live ftill with 
her father's brother. 

I confefs, I could not help looking up- 
on this obliging offer as much too power- 
ful a temptation for anybody in my cir- 
cumftances to refift ; nor will my readers 
be at all furpriz'd that I accepted it, not- 
withftanding the character I have already 
given of Sipiana*sodd difpofition, if they 
will pleafe to confider that I was as yet 
but very young, had loft both my pa- 
rents, and was now left wholly without 
any other guide* than that of my own 
prudence, to conduct me through a world 
iurrounded on every fide with number- . 
lefs difficulties and dangers : where youth, 
to fay nothing of beauty, generally proves 
a fnare to feduce the heedlefs, haplefs, 
owner into follies of every kind. 

I obferved, as my years and judgment 
iricreafed, that Comus was ever ready to. 
prefent his delicious cup to the unwary 
traveller, and that moft people feemed 
lirongly inclined to drink deep of the in- 
chanting 
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chanting liquor* the fatal effe&s whereof 
I foon behdd with horror, and alarmed by 
the dangers and misfortunes, to which I 
faw numbers were, on this account ex- 
pofed, I determined to keep myfelf always 
the more tenacioufly on my guard: in 
vain therefore did pleafure in athoufand 
different forms follicit my youthful ima- 
gination; a lively fenfe of my prefent 
condition foon fuppreflfed every rifing 

Eropenfity thereto, and virtue guarded 
y religion enabled me effectually to ef- ' 
cape all the temptations of a flattering 
and deceitful world. 

I now by degrees became daily more 
fenfible, that, by a proper exertion of my 
faculties, I had greatly enlarged my un- 
derftanding, and ftrengthened my judg- 
ment ; and foon began to feel, not mere- 
ly a fpeculative repentance, but a ufeful 
a prailical kind of forrow for the lofs of 
that time I had fo miferably thrown a- 
way in vanity and folly 5 this infpired me 
with a refolution to redeem the fame if 
poffible ; and the method I judg'd to be 
moft effectual for that purpofe, was by 
endeavouring totally to eradicate all the 
untoward habits and wrong impreflions-, 
which the motives to that very vanity 
and folly, and the encouragement they 
had particularly received from the man- 
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ner of my education hitherto had very 
powerfully enforced. 

I confidered that a young woman, who 
is left, like me, without either father, 
mother, or almoft any other friend, and 
intirely miftrefs of her own aftions, at fo 
early a feafon of life, can hardly be too 
circumfpe<5i in regard even to the appear- 
ances of things 5 for flie can fcarcely take 
any one ftep that may not, in fome de- 
gree, endanger her reputation ; if flie is 
obferved to keep a great deal of compa- 
ny, cenfure* 'tis more than probable, will 
loon become bufy in affixing to her cha- 
racter, whether with truth or without it, 
the fullying imputation of levity and ex- 
travagance, and often likewife that of a 
confummate coquette ; if flie confines the 
extent of her acquaintance, as wifdom 
di&ates, to a few fele# friends only, flie 
is then charitably fuppofed to cultivate 
certain fecret connexions, that are not al- 
ways very favorable to honour ; in fliort, 
moft people feem to think that they have 
a right to pafs their judgment upon her 
with lefs referve and lefs charity, becaufe 
they know flie has nobody to be refpon- 
iible foi" her condud. 

In this fituation therefore I judg'd it to 
be the wifeft courfe I could take, to em- 
brace Sipiana's friendly invitation, and 

continue 
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continue to live on with her ; who, tho f \ 
flie fpent almoft her whole time in a kind* 
of retirement, could however, at her age, 
be expofed to no malevolent infinuations 
on that account : and here indeed, tho' 
I was fuppofed, in the opinion of the gay 
and fprightly , to breathe merely in ftupid 
obfcurity,yet the confcioufnefs of my own 
innocence, the freedom from temptation 
or example to do wrong, together with 
the ftate of tranquillity and content which 
I now enjoyed, fufficiently compenfated, 
in my emulation, for the lofs of all thofe 
fliort-lived pleafures, with which the 
world, under the fpecious appearance of 
happineft, too often fatally deludes the 
giddy and the vain ; I was befides more 
fully convinced, on this occafion, of the 
truth and importance of thofe ftriking 
lines in Mr. Pope's Effay on Man ; 

All fame is foreign, but of true defert, 

Plays round the head, but comes not to the 

heart; 
One felf-approving hour whole years out-* 

weighs 
Of ftupid ftarers, and of loud huzzas. 

The advantages, if fuch they may be 
called, that I had hitherto derived from 
education, were altogether fuperficial, 
confined wholly to the decoration of my 
perfon, while my mind continued almoft 

totally 
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totally in difhabille ; I therefore applied 
myfelf from this time forward with ceafe- 
lefs ailiduity to the due cultivation there- 
of, and to my own endeavours I added 
every other auxiliary within thecompafs 
of my power, that could in any degree 
prove conducive to this end : 'tis true, 
the deplorable reduftion in my circum- 
ftances would now by no means admit of 
any indulgence in the external articles of 
elegance and tafte, nor fuffer me to think 
that the prevalence of fafhion, in fuch a 
fituation as mine, could ever fanftify 
thofe profufe oblations that I faw fo in- 
ceflantly offered up by moft other young 
women on the feveral altars of vanity ; in 
this cafe then I judg'd it to be my duty 
to correft immediately every exuberance 
whatfoever in fancy as well as~drefs, to 
retrench every fuperfluity, and prudent- 
ly to confine the courfe of my expences 
to fuch particulars only as were moft ma- 
terially neceflary ; by which means I was 
the better enabled to procure every fo- 
reign aid that I thought requifite to faci- 
litate the progrefs of my education. 

Upon a more intimate acquaintance 
and communication with my fjriend and 
patronefs Sipiana, I became hourly more 
fcnfible of the neceflity of acquiring fome 
mental improvement, by observing fuch 
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apparent defe&s in her, as rendered her , 
not to fay contemptible, yet in a manner 
incapable of relifhing any of the nobler 
bleffings of focial life, or indeed of pre- 
fiding over the affairs of her houfhold 
with that prudent infpe&ion which ceco- 
nomy, the parent of true charity and 
munificence, doth always indifpenfibly 
require. 

Reading, with the afliftance above- 
hinted, was now not an amufemetit only, 
it became indeed my fupreme delight ; 
as my mind, from thofe fcenes of adver- 
fity before-mentioned, had taken a very 
grave turn, my tafte, in regard to the 
choice of books, was confequently di- 
rected to thofe of morality and hiftory ; 
and I will from experience venture to af-» 
firm, that, by reading Seneca, Epi&etus, 
and the antient hiftory, as likewife many 
excellent treatifes wrote by the moderns, 
people may come by infenfible degrees to 
acquire a tafte for virtue ; it makes an 
' impreflion on us that is of infinite advan- 
tage to our morals, while the inclination 
to vice feems, if not totally fubdued, to 
be at leaft fiifpended for the time, and as 
it were corre&ed by the ftriking contraft 
of fo many fhining examples. 

In the courfe of my literary acquire- 
ments, I met with little or no interruption 

from 
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high life : "we are apt to grow carelefe, 
ivhen we converfe with none but our in- 
feriors, and even dull too, for want of that 
fpirit of emulation which ufually puts 
people upon exerting their talents to the 
beft advantage* with a view either toex- 
rcl or pleafe : and here, 1 believe, I lhall 
hardly be fufpe&ed of endeavouring to 
inculcate anything fo abfurd or unna- 
tural as the pra&ice of afieftation in my 
own fex, when I affirm that there is a pe- 
culiar delicacy, or fuch at leaft, I think, 
there ought to be, in the fentiments of e- 
irery woman of fafhion : the expreffion 
whereof, throughout her whole deport- 
ment and convention, fhould always 
cliftingjuiih her from the lump of her fex* 
every impreflion therefore of this kind, 
that I had accidentally imbibed, I rather 
chofe to encourage than divert myfelf of, 
though, in my prefcnt fituation, I had in- 
deed -but few opportunities of praflifing 
them. 

By way of relaxation from my literary 
amufements, I endeavoured to make my- 
felf miftrefs of all kinds of ufeful as well 
as fine needle works, and likewifc of draw- 
ing, and painting in water-colours : t 
moreover tnought it a duty, as well as an 
improvement, to render myfelf ufeful to 
Sipiana, in regulating and infpe&ing the 

affairs 
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affairs of her family ; I acquainted her 
minutely with the ieveral impofitions of 
trade's-people and fervants, that were dai- 
ly pra£tifed on her, and fuch as I thought 
called loudly for redrefs ; 'tis true, in- 
deed, fhe very much applauded my juf- 
tice in fo doing, but ftill lhe neither cor- 
rected this evil herfelf, nor did lhe im- 
power me to do it, which even in her, I 
confefs, furprized me extremely ; but 
however I acquiefced, and imputed it 
wholly to her want of judgment, as like- 
wife to an habitual indolence of indifpo- 
fition, which, poor lady, I believe, (he Un- 
happily miftook for a religious fuggeftioh 
to keep herfelf as undifturbed from the 
cares of the world as fhe poffibly could. 
In this manner I parted a few yean 
more of my life, and 1 may fay, not un- 
happily, for I thought fo at that time, and 
I have never fince upon refle&on had rea- 
fon to change my opinion: we ufually 
fpent our fummers at her father's feat in 
the country, fo long as he lived ; and in- 
deed the old gentleman always behaveel 
to me with great good nature and polite- 
nefs; he would often fay that providence 
had fent his daughter a companion which 
lhe ought to cherilh as a gift from heaven. 
Here we always received great honours, 
or what were intended as fuch, from the 

whole 
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whole, corporation ; who, with their ' 
wives and daughters, never failed to 
worry us with a multitude of uncouth ci- 
vilities ; the men, as often as they could, 
to fwallow down ahogihead of beer to the 
honour of their reprefentative, and the 
women to learn faihions from the Lon- 
don ladies, as they called us by way of 
eminence^ and indeed drefs was a fubjeft 
which Sipiana was very fond of talking 
on, although (he expreflfed herfelf even 
on this topic, trifling as it was, in an un- 
graceful manner, for her conceptions 
were mean, her underilanding flow, and 
her language inelegant. ' 

However in thefe fcenes, far as they 
were from fuiting perfectly with my tafte . 
and inclination, I enjoyed a kind of 
chearful tranquillity; having now learned 
from experience that with the decent ne- 
ceffaries of life, we may be happy any- 
where if we know but now to be content 
with our condition $ I had accordingly ha- 
bituated myfelf for fome time to confider 
the leaft overture of any irregular paflion 
or appetite in me as a direft tendency to- 
wards an inteftine infurre&ion, calculated 
to deftroy that happinefs, which the go- 
vernment of reafon can alone preferve ; 
and therefore if at any time the pomp and 
affluence of other people provoked fo. 
much as one gentle figh, I inftantly fup- 
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preffcd it in the firft emotion ; for though 
my prcfcnt fortune was far indeed from 
being extended to the larger mcafure of 
my wiihes, I was yet induftrious to fup- 
ply the deficiency by endeavouring to 
contract thofe wiihes within the limits of 
my fortune ; confoling myfelf at at the 
fame time with this aflurancc, that virtue 
and innocence could render every place, 
and almoft every condition, if not delight- 
ful, at leaft tolerable ; and that without 
thefe, though no condition whatfoever 
could with truth deferve to. be efteeraed 
happy, yet even with them no condition 
on earth was totally exempted from a por- 
tion of infelicity ; thus reafon and reflec- 
tion frequently affifted in reconciling me 
thoroughly to my own. 

When we were in town, Afpatia, the 
daughter of Sipiana by her firft liuiband, 
came ufually once or twice a week, to 
pay her duty to her mother, but on thefe 
occafions, fhe generally received private 
inftru£Hons from her uncle, with whom 
fhe lived, and who was likewife her guar- 
dian, never to ftay longer than a few noun 
at a time •, he concluding, as I fuppofe, 
from the extraordinary contraft: there 
was between the mother and her daugh- 
ter, that a longer continuance, or more 
frequent intercourfe, was not likely to be 

pro* 
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produ&ive of much improvement to th£ 
atter : thisyoung^ lady however honour'd 
me at that time with an unreferv'd friend- 
Ikip, which never ended but with her life; 
[had the higheft efteem for her, as indeed 
foe very- juftly deferved it, for fhe was 
poflefled of every accomplifhment both 
of mind and body, that could render any 
woman capable of infpiring, as well as of 
preferring, friendfhip. 

Sipiana had fcjr a confiderable time la- 
boured under an infirmity of body, 
which, infpight of all the beft advice and 
affiftance that could be procured, in- 
creafed upon her daily, ana was now con- 
funned into a languifhing and incurable 
malady : in the firft ftages of this difor- 
der, flie fettled her worldly affairs with 
the utmoft refolution and compofure, and 
very much to the fatisfa&ion of all her 
relations and friends, who had any ex- 
pectations from her ; among others fhe 
did not forget me, but left me a hand- 
fome legacy to be paid immediately upon 
her deceafe by her daughter Afpatia $ her 
illnefs was of fuch a nature that fhe was 
fcarcely ever free from acute pain, which 
however fhe bore to the laft with the tru- 
eft chriftian patience, and rcfignation to 
the divine will ; this I can the more con- 
fidently affirm, as I had now been, never 

once 
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«cc? il - : ^iz zrzcz her for forac years, and 

* ^ .- — ir-=i :hi: :he at laft expired; 

^r _v-u:: _:crei **=\ like her life, com- 

-.-r.w .\l- * . liI free from terrors of ere- 

- ^ ^- . i.-^ .: i ■- ;r human creature me- 

-.v.: i.iroL-ri ..-. the next life, merely 

^- .v:i.v.: .ce-ilence to what flic 

.-V~-\ : ' - r — h.vi^e commands in 

: *. >. ovrr^v. i-i ; for lhe lived in 

.-.-. .-.-.-.- --.v /:r.es :t piety and refti- 

.,- . j'jt - :.* v: *v> proportionable to 

t v .- vrr -: .- * er _r.irr:tanding, but in- 

--vo vl" ■: \; -r. fir ibove it. 

N .- • > : .» - ~ v rle of obedience and 
!:.v.. .. ^.-«Jl\v. :o the divine will, is, 

* .-.'.x x : *j .• ..;:. ray the only circum- 
^w. : 5 y.i:u"? * hoLe chara&er, that 

* o_..- v -. •. :t :.- :r;; -r.mend to the imi- 
■-.. v.v ^: --. £i r rriiers : and certainly 
v.v ov^-vc .; :-i;f.^i::on may, I think, 
X- :.->.. -v.- c vi: fro :r. thence; butaltho' 
v — -: - :-. >.* ~.\ flowed to have de- 

:ro:r. having lived up 
f\:o -: o: ".".er uriierttanding, yet to 
•x- .: ao.xars to "o* no ihuil derogation 
t-.v.— :'\;: .v^;.: v :o * hole account ibever 
.: ;> :o "v v\uw" that her underftanding 
was ::c: cu".t;*"ateoI and improved by edu- 
cit;o;: :o the full extent of which it might 
ha* c been capable ; for hence it was that 
the very intention, as well as the end, of 

many 
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many of her virtues was actually defeated 
in the pra&ice, by their being carried to 
an unreasonable extreme; and her devo- 
tion being thus in fonie meafure the off- 
fpring of ignorance* degenerated alnioft 
into downright fuperftition of enthufi- 
afm ; fo that upon the whole, it appears 
to be matter of fome furprize, that fhe 
did not make a much worfc figure in fo- 
ciety- 

And here I fhall conclude this chapter 
with a fhort remark upon the oddity ,«as 
well as the miftaken merit of the forego- 
ing character, and beg leave to obferve to 
my fair country-women, that in order t^ 
their deriving any real benefit from the 
efficacy of my cofmetick, the powers of 
the underftanding in its improved ftate 
only, and likewife thofe of the will, muft 
always co-operate with mutual energy in 
the conduct of this procefs ; or they will 
otherwife afpire to very little purpofe at 
the chara£ter of true beauty ; but inftead 
thereof, by relying too intenfely either 
on the flattering afliftance of mere exter- 
nal embellifhments, or the delufions of a 
heated imagination, they muft neceffarily 
dwindle into downright Sipianas, and be 
a$ far from attaining to the true charac- 
ter of virtue, as of beauty : my defign, 
therefore, is to have them underftand, 

Vol. I. H that 
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that an exaft compliance with the feveral 
di&ates of duty, when it is the immediate 
refult of clear convi&ion, will always be 
fure to raife fuch an agreeable harmony 
and chearfulnefs in the mind, as foon be- 
comes manifeft in the countenance, 
fparkles with peculiar fpirit in the eye, 
and vifibly diffufes an ltreliftible grace 
over the whole perfon, that is powerful 
enough to refcue even uglinefs and defor- 
mity from becoming otherwife the certain 
obje&s of averfion and difguft, and to give 
at the fanie tiine to beauty an additional 
dignity that confiderably enhances all the 
force of attraction. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

The fecret of the grand cofmetick in a great 
meafure illnfirated 5 the improvement of 
the underfianding, when it produces a ma- 
nifeft improvement iu virtue and religion, 

, produces con jeuently a proportionable de- 
gree of improvement in beauty and true 

. bappinefs-y the author 'efs fit enuoujly recom- 

. mends to her fair readers the perusal of a 
very antient book, wherein the principles of 
her fyfiem are laid down with the utmoft 
precijion, and the rectitude thereof demon- 
fir at ed to the conviction of all human crea- 
tures^ who have not either unhappily loft, or 
wantonly mif applied, their intellectual fa- 
culties. 

IN the conclufion of the laft chapter, I 
hinted to my fair readers the indif- 
penfible necefiity of cultivating the un- 
derftanding, and of correcting at the fame 
time, with all poffible diligence, every ir- 
regular and petulant tendency of the will, 
if they chofe to avail themlelves of the 
fecret of that fovercign cofmetick, which 
I have undertaken to recommend whplly 
for. their emolument ; and indeed I have 
a particular pleafure in afluring myfelf 
that they cannot, without the moft inju- 
H z rious 
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rious caprice, look upon fuch an under- 
taking as invidious, or condemn me on 
that account, fince I only endeavour, by 
the moft natural and direit means, to fa- 
cilitate what is in faft extremely agreeable 
to themfelves ; nay indeed, the ultimate 
end and conftant objeft of all their fecret 
all their tendereft wifhes ; which yet, in 
the ufual manner of their attempting it, 
infinite numbers of them, by a precipi- 
tate ufe of wrong meafitfes, too often un- 
happily defeat; I mean the important bu- 
finefs of embellifhing their o\Vn charms 
to fuch advantage, as may enable them 
the more effe&ually to extend their em- 
pire over the male world. 

In this undertaking however, 'tis pol- 
fible, I may at tirit fight fccm guilty of 
fome partiality towards my own lexj 
but if lb, it will foon appear to be a par- 
tiality fo intirely reafonable and juft, that 
was the ufe of my cofmetick to become 
once univerfal-, fo far would it be from 
lcflenihg me in the favourable opinion 
even of thofe defpofic lords of the crea- 
tion, the men, that I am confident it would 
be a moft effe&ual method to procure 
their gratitude and efteem ; for by railing 
the true intrinfic value of beauty to its 
proper ftandard, and eftablifhing v at the 
fame time the dignity and importance of 

female 
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female merit upon a lafting and folid ba- 
fis, I fhould certainly have a right to ar- 
rogate to myfelf the credit of augmenting 
in a very eminent degree the mutual hap- 
pinefs of both. 

I am not ignorant of the numberlefs 
little artifices and contrivances that are 
daily pra&ifed in the female world with 
indefatigable pains, in order, as is pre- 
tended, to accomplilh this important 
point ; nor am I at all furprized that they 
ihould fo generally prove unfuccefsful, 
fince the means commonly made ufe of 
on thofe occafions, are not lefs abfurd, 
than is the end in itfelf often difingenuous, 
and umvorthy thechara<fter of true beau- 
ty. When the gay Flirtilla, for inftance, 
meditates in earneft the conqueft of her 
beau (whom in her heart perhaps fhe fe- 
cretly defpifes) fuch commonly is the real 
folly of her condu&, that except the lover 
.indeed happens to be full as ftupid as lhe 
is vain, her utmoft artifice,, in the prac- 
tis'd dilplay of all her charms, is not able 
to fecure the fudden conqueft which her 
eyes have made ; for it foon becomes ma- 
nifeft, even to the lover himfelf, that he is 
by much the moft inconfiderable part of 
her point in view ; though it is likewiie 
manifeft, that her indufrry has not been 
excited merely by the defire of a harmlefs 



cnace rcr :V*:rt neicher : ihc rather feeni5 
to reiemLie :hcie cruei mercenary hun- 
ters, who imidicuily i.ure and persecute 
certain birds and bcaits. only tor the fake 
v^f rcueiiir.g their delicate turn andgau- 
c v p lui Tia^c - - 

Eu: tu::p:;e Flirtilia's ultimate end in 
view ence obtained, that the is fovereign 
miitrtris rf her wiihes. and in lawful pof- 
K-iEcn gi her opulent prize ; are we from 
chcr.ee :c nror.oui-jce her absolutely hap- 
py. ■. r car. ihe with tract juftice be al- 
lowed :c pro::« -usee herielf lc ? The ima- 
gination i;:-">cd, in a nt of madnefs, or 
ether high intoxication, I will admit, is 
c:tc:i lircug enough to make the wretch- 
ed patient* belie* c themfelves to be kings 
ai:d queers, while the fober fpeetator, 
v irh a mixture of anguilh and horror, 
too fruitlessly bewails their fad condition; 
nay, die fucceiiion of a lucid interval does 
fometimes expofe the whole error of this 
deplorable deiulion even to themfelves. 
The imagination therefore, in pronounc- 
ing upon happinefs, lhould, I think, be 
always excluded ; but more efpecially fo, 
if it happens to be in any degree difor- 
dered; and fuch I have fometimes known 
it in patients, who have otherwife indeed 
appeared to be in perfect health, and who 
have thought themfelves at the fame time 

fo 
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fo abfolutely in poffeffion of the ufe of 
reafon un-impaired, as to require no ad- 
ditional afliftance from the conviftion of 
lucid intervals to fet them right : I have 
known patients. -of this fclafs feized with 
fuch a violent vertigo, or giddinefs of the 
brains, upon fome fudden elevation, or 
other extraordinary flow of good fortune, 
that one could not help fuppofing, from 
the oddity of their behaviour, though it 
was not dire&ly frantic, that they believ'd 
themfelves to be of a different fpecies from 
what they were before : fuch then may 
be the extravagance of imagination, even, 
in people who are not abfolutely mad ; 
but in this cafe, as confeffedly in that of 
Flirtilla, it would furely be a high dero- 
gation from the very effence, as well as 
the dignity of happinefs, to fuppofe that 
it could ever refult naturally from fuch 
erroneous principles as thefe: fince the 
libertine then, no more than the fool, 
Chufes to be convinced that there is any 
other ftandard for happinefs than that of 
opinion, he muft be indulged, I think, in 
the enjoyment of the latter'sparadife with- 
out interruption ; but true happinefs ne- 
ver thelefs, as it can only flow irom virtue 
and wifdom, can alone with juftice be 
claimed as their reward. 

H4 In 
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fti order therefore to render the im- 
provement of beauty, upon the plan of 
my cofmetick, dire&ly conducive to true 
happinefs, as its ultimate end,. I would be- 
feech my fair country-women, sn the ac- 
quifition of this improvement, to employ 
fuch means only as are moft probable and 
moft likely to fucceed; and to this pur- 
pofe, how ftrange foever fuch a ppfition 
may poffibly appear to many of them, 
the early and diligent exercife of the In- 
telle<5iual faculties, properly circumfcrib'd 
is always fure to operate with furprifing 
efficacy, though it cannot be faid to pre- 
vail finally, till, as a tcft of fuch applica- 
tion, it has produced that unerring re£ti- * 
tude of heartland that ftrength of judg- 
ment, which, if they do not actually con- 
ftitute the eflence of true beauty, do at 
ieaft fo far influence all its operations, that 
without their afliftance its effe#s are, for 
the moft part but very inconiiderable : 

But that I may not be mifunderftood 
upon this occafion, nor feem rafhly to ex- 
pofe my fair readers, in the purfuit of 
thefe important acquirements, to the im- 
putation of any-thing fo unamiable as 
fcholaftic pedantry, or the ridiculous af- 
fe<ftation of critical andprofound learning 
in women ; I would obferve, that, how- 
ever learning and fcience, in every other 

branch 
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branch thereof, may with great propri- 
ety be engroffed by the men, as their pe- 
culiar province, 'tis yet no inconfiderable 
nor indeed ignoble part of it, that con- 
lifts in reftraining and adjuftmg the paf- 
fions, in regulating the will and affections, 
and, as the certain confequence of thefe, 
in heightening and embellifhing beauty 
to the utmoft degree of perfection it is 
capable of: thiSj I fay, is apart of fci- 
ence; which the men, for their own fakes, 
as well as ours, will never condemn us 
for cultivating to all poflible advantage $ 
and indeed, upon the due cultivation of 
this, branch alone, depends the whole 
force and fuccefs of my cofmetick : in 
fhort, it is giving previoufly to the men 
the moft indifputable fecurity that we 
lhall make good wives, good mothers^ 
and riot lefs faithful friends, than agree- 
able companions; which, after all the 
haughty airs that- mifinformed beauty 
can affume, is the only confiftent end it 
can have in view, that is poflibly pro- 
ductive of true happinefs : virtue and 
wifdom are the fundamental principles 
on which this fcience is built, and in pro- 
portion as we advance nearer towards per- 
fection in the acquifition of thefe, it is no 
uncommon thing to obferve our features 
lighten up Vy degrees, 'till we come to 
H 5 ft&fcfc 
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fhine out at laft in all the luftrfc of true 
beauty. 

This then, I think, is encouragement 
fufficient to excite the utmoft ftretch of 
female induftry ; but that fuch induftry 
may be ftill farther fupported by the cer- 
tainty of an adequate reward, I think it 
my duty to {hew, how effentially the ufc 
of that cofmetick, which I have under- 
taken to recommend to my fair country 
women, may contribute towards the at- 
tainment of fuch reward : this incompa- 
rable fpecific therefore, it muft be obfer- 
ved, is totally different from all others, 
inafmuch as it can never operate with 
any fuccefs, except the patients thorough- 
ly underfiand all the feveral ingredients 
of which it is compounded, and are from 
thence, by a kind of previous convi&ion, 
determined to try its efficacy ; but it muft 
Hkewife be Remarked, that the fuccefs of 
its operation is always difcovered to be 
greater or lefs, in proportion to- the pro- 
grefs that is mads in the fcience above- 
mentioned 5 which fcience, founded as it 
is on the unerring principles of virtue 
and wifdom, yet calculated ill a peculiar 
manner alfo for the improvement of 
beauty, is no where to be learned to fuch 
perfection, as by a diligent and judicious 
application to thofe divine trutHs, which 

are 
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are fo largely, and fo emphaitcally incul- 
cated, throughout the whole chriftian 
fyftem. 

This indeed is the. fountain of true 
wifdom and confummate virtue : and 
therefore I hope that, in fo enlightened 
an age as the prefent, I can offer no vio- 
lence to the delicacy of my fair readers 
by the mention of any-thing fo inftruc- 
tive, though unhappily at the fame time 
fo unfafhionable as religion : but I like- 
wife hope, I may ftill conceive a better 
opinion, if not immediately indeed of 
•the ftrength of their judgment, yet at 
leaft of their regard for their owncharms, 
when the matter is once fairly difcuffed 
to them, than to admit a fuppofition fo 
confeffedly injurious both to their under- 
ftanding and their beauty ; it being my 
.intention, as I go along, to make religion 
a principal inftrument to improve both 
to the acquifition of happinefs, to recon- 
cile my fair readers by degrees to the 
truth of this fyftem from conviftion, and 
to give them consequently a much more 
exalted idea of beauty, when thus con- 
nected with religion and true happinefs:, 
than even they themfelves could fondly 
have entertained of it without thefe. 

Nor is the free courfe of fuch my in- 
tention to be reftrained by the idle ap- 
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prehenfion of any bugbear of ridicule;. 
tremendous as it may feem to others ;. 
lince I am perfuaded that the men will 
not only judge of that intention with 
candour, but allow alfo for thofe defers 
in female education, which I am here 
endeavouring to obviate,, and which 
muft always prevent a work's being exe- 
cuted with due corre£nefs ; and in 
regard to my fair readers themfelves, for 
whofe genius I have all imaginable ho- 
nour, I am forry to be perfuaded that 
their time, for the moft part, is too im- 
portantly engaged in the bufinefs of 
pleafure, and in pronouncing upon the 
elegance of drefs, equipage, and faihions, 
to fuflfer them to throw any of it away 
in deciding the fate of fuch a composi- 
tion as this : but I am determined in this 
matter from a motive which is ftill fupe- 
rior; fince charity no lefs inclines than 
obliges me to pity, rather than defpife 
the diflblute, the profane, and even the 
incorrigible fcoffer.: 

Long obfervation, and a juft opinion, 
of the world, have reridred me equally 
inacceffible to the flings of ridicule, and 
the raptures of faHe glory ; in me the de- 
iigns of both are utterly difappointed ; 
and it is therefore that I am the more fin- 
cerely filled with concern and aftonifh- 
^ ment* 



( m ) 

ment, when I obferve, amidft that infec- 
tious torrent of luxury, and corruption 
of manners, which has unaccountably 
poured in among us, that our very wo- 
men, and even thofe of them who ought 
to have the moft enlightened education, 
have not however efcaped the fatal con- 
tagion ; infomuch that female free-think- 
ers, and of confequence female libertines, 
can hardly now, with any propriety, be 
ranked in the number of thofe phceno- 
mena that are to be efteemed extraordi- 
nary ; one flagrant proof of this (to in- 
ftance in no^more for the prefent) is the 
fcandaious profanation that is made of 
the Lord's Day ; which, like the reft of 
the week, I find, is now with equal ardor 
incontinently devoted to the more im- 
portant duties of cards and company $ 
but I beg my fair readers to recollect (tor 
I prefume they cannot but know) that 
the church of England) as by law eftab- 
lifhed, keeps no market for the fale of 
indulgencies, difpenfations, and abfolu- 
tions ; and that confequently the odds 
muft be confiderably againft them in that 
refpeft, whenever they either fit down to 
play with thofe in communion with the 
church of Rome, from whence alone fuch 
illicit amufements could have been trans- 
planted, or by any means make them the 
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obje&s of their imitation by playing on 
fuch days : that however irrefiftible the 
influence of faihion may be pretended,, 
the reputation of complying with it, in 
things that are effentially wrong, makes, 
Vpon cool reflexion, but a miferable a- 
pology for the negleft of thofe that are 
indifpeniibly important ; in ihort, for the 
negled: of religion, the deftru<5lion of vir- 
tue, and the infamous abufe of beauty, 
• Perhaps they may tell me, and indeed 
I lhall not fcruple believing them if they 
fhould, that they have now a&ually ex- 
punged the fourth commandment from 
the decalogue ; but then I fhall certainly 
believe likewife, that thofe who are ca- 
pable of this, will, upon any fair oppor- 
tunity that offers, as readily expunge the 
remaining nine : and that this affertion 
is founded in fome degree of probability, 
is evident, I think, from the prefent faci- 
lity which feems to prevail almoft uni- 
verfally among the ladies, for difpenfing 
fo readily with all decorums that impofe 
the leaft reftraint or felf-denial ; notwith- 
ftanding that fuch decorums are known 
to be the trueft friends to beauty, becaufe 
they are in truth the ftrongeft fafeguard 
to modefly and virtue : hence that con- 
fident and affured air, that indelicate ex- 
pofure of form, which by imperceptible 

degrees 
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ctegrees grows familiar with indecency,/ 
and in the end feldom fails to- beget a 
confirmed licentioufnefs of manners, and 
diflblutenefs of condud ; thefe then, 
while they compofe the much-admired, 
fhe emulated character of the prefent fa- 
ihionable fine lady, do at the fame time; 
in faft, commit fueh irreparable ravages 
both on her virtue and beauty, as very 
naturally fright away all men of fenfe, 
who are alone capable of communicating 
true happinefs, from approaching her 
with any defigns of honour j fo that if 
this conduA be intended to procure hap- 
pinefs, it muft either totally defeat its own 
purpofc, or be allowed, in the opinion of 
^lLrational creatures, who happen to con* 
tinue ftill in the pofleffion of their fenfes, 
to approach no nearer towards that de- 
fireable end, than do in truth the tran- 
iient raptures of a lunatic. 

Solomon indeed might very juftly af- 
firm that vice, however gilded over by 
the fpecious denominations of pleafure, 
gallantry, or happinefs, abfoluteiy de- . 
formed beauty, and darkened in a pecu- 
liar manner the native charms of a female 
face ; nay, that it was even like fackcloth 
upon her countenance 5 anc Solomon, I 
believe, without any derogation from the 
real dignity of beauty in our days, may 
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V>c allowed, as a proper judge, to have 
perfe&ly well underftood all the various 
movements of the female heart ; human 
nature, and the effential difference be- 
tween moral good and evil, being, I fup- 
pofe, the fame in his time that they are in 
ours ; the nice diftiri&ion therefore be- 
tween that propriety and impropriety of 
conduit, refulting from thofe feveral 
movements of the heart, which have fo 
peculiar a tendency to animate or debafe 
all the lovelinefs of female charms, can 
Tiardly be fuppofed to have efcaped the 
celebrated fagacity of this royal philofo- 
pher ; fo that his authority, in regard to 
the true bafis of beauty, and indeed to 
the whole compafs of female merit, may, 
I think, upon the prefent occafion, be ad- 
mitted without the leaft hefitation. 

I have already obferved, that the con- 
nexion between beauty and happinefs was 
very clofe ; but furely the difficulty of 
making one the certain reward of the 
other, muft be much greater than we wo- 
men in general feem to comprehend; or 
how otherwife could it happen, that fuch 
numbers, as one obferves to be tranfeen- 
dently gifted by nature for the accom- 
pliihment of this important purpofe, 
ihould neverthelefs fo frequently fail of 
fuccefs ? I look upon virtue to be, in re- 
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gard to beauty, much what the foul is in 
regard to the body ; mere uninformed 
beauty, 'till it is animated and infpircd 
by virtue, is abfolutely lifelefs and unat- 
tractive, the whole extent and duration 
of its powers being comparatively alto- 
gether inconfiderable ; upon this principle 
then I am to fuppofe the pra&ice of vir- 
tue to be the molt effe&ual means not on- 
ly for fetting off beauty to the beft advan- 
tage, but alio for fecuring true happinefs 
as its ultimate end and juft reward ; and 
therefore I know not how otherwife to 
account for the difficulty objected above, 
or indeed for the general blindncfs of my 
fair countrywomen to their true intereft 
upon this occafion, than by fuppofmg, 
wnat I believe to be the faft, that it re- 
quires a much better improved under- 
standing than we commonly imagine, to 
pra&ifc virtue fo fuccefsfully as to obtain 
thereby the defireable end in queftion ; I 
mean, however, fuch a practice of it as 
refults immediately from a conviftion of 
its reAitude, and tendency to true hap- 
pinefs. 

But alas ! the prefent deplorable plan 
of female education utterly forbids our 
afpiring at any-thing like this ; and mere- 
ly, as it feems to me, from the bugbear 
apprehenfion of our becoming rather ob- 
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je£te of ridicule than admiration, on that 
account; fuch is the infatuation,, fuch 
the general perverfion of common fenfc 
in this matter : we are accordingly treat- 
ed little better than dolls of a larger Ma- 
ture $ our outfide, 'tis true, isftiidioufly 
formed, and decorated to the utmoft pro- 
fufion of cxpencc and folly; and for 
what? why truly juft to catch the eye of 
fome malc-lilly, who is perhaps not ma- 
ny degrees lefs foolilh and vain than our- 
felves; to amufc him for a moment, or 
fo, and when the date of novelty is once 
over, to be thrown afide with contempt, 
as incapable, upon experience, of fup- 
porting, for any confiderablc length of 
time, a feries of rational happinefs : ,and 
how indeed, in our untoward fituation is 
it poffiblc it fhould be otherwife ? Our 
manner of life, being the natural confe- 
quence of fuch an education, involves lis 
almoft inextricably in fuch fcenes of tri- 
fling, fucli frivolous, not to fay, criminal 
avocations, that we can fcarcely allow 
ourfelves time, fo much as to think ; but 
much lefs to cultivate the underftanding, 
fo as to improve in virtue, religion, and 
true beauty : we are early diftrafted by 
the prefling follicitations of pleafure, va- 
nity, and ambition, I will not add abfo- 
lutely, by avarice alfo; neither will I af- 
firm 
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fifin that our fufferings are cruelly en- 
hanced by the pangs of love, fo fer at 
leaft as regards the fincerity of that gene- 
rous paffion 5 but if any-thing be wanting 
to complete the real wretchednefs of our 
condition, pining envy is always fure to 
be officioufly at hand ; to all thefe then, 
and their unhappy effects, if not together, 
we at leaft alternately become an eafy 
prey; for by the cuftomary errors in our 
education, we are utterly deprived of that 
fund of fortitude and good fenfe, which 
might otherwife fuccefsfully inftruft us 
how to refill and efcape thefeveral allure- 
ments that lead only to falfe happinefs : 
we are moreover by this ill-judged turn 
in our education, precipitated in a man- 
ner headlong into life, into the midft of 
the moft dangerous temptations, to make 
the beft of our way through them, un- 
inftru&ed in the principles and practice, 
and confequently unguarded by the tu- 
telary di&ates of religion, except in the 
mere external forms of it, and now in- 
deed fcarcely even in thefe : can it then 
happen otherwife, but that in our con- 
duit we fhould generally betray the 
greateft marks of folly, not to fay worfe ; 
and fooner or later meet with that mis- 
fortune, which we have in truth been tak- 
ing fo much pains to accomplilh for our- 
felyes. The 
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The fool indeed hath longfince faid in 
his heart, that there is no God ; from 
whence I infer, that a want of religion, 
even in thofe who may in every other re- 
fpeft be moft confummately accomplifli-' 
ed, is neverthelefs an invincible proof of 
the want of a found underftanding ; fup- 
ported therefore by this authority, as the 
gcntleft reprehenfion that charity itfelf 
can fuggeft, I ihall not fcruple to pro- 
nounce in the fame manner upon the fair- 
eft of my country-women, who may de- 
ferve to be ranked in the fame clafs with 
the fool above mention'd; and fhQuld they 
ftill continue obftinatcly deaf to this, I'll 
conjure up fome powerful fpell, that fhall 
blaft by degrees the lovelieft of their 
charms, and make them appear more 
frightful in the eyes of men of fenfe, thaiv 
fo many wrinkled hags : in lhort, the 
pretence to virtue or wifdom, to happi- 
nefs or true beauty, ex'clufive of the ani- 
mating influence of religion, to put the 
mildeft conftruftion upon the matter, is 
little better than the ridiculous error of 
rank affe#ation ; but it is in fa£t ftill in- 
finitely worfe \ for it in fome meafure 
refembles that fhocking, that criminal 
cuftom, which is gaining ground among 
us, of daubing over fome of the lovelieft 
complexions that nature ever tinged, 

with 
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with the no lefs prepofterous, than hor- 
rid pollutions of paint, which is being 
Dalpably in a collufion to defraud our- 
felves; but befides all this, fuch a pre- 
sence is downright hypocrify ; and com- 
non fenfe, no lefs than religion, has iii 
ill ages ftigmatized the hypocrite as the 
noft egregious fool. 

I would willingly endeavour therefore 
:o convince my fair readers, who may in 
general perhaps be falhionably ignorant 
n this matter, that the original defign 
md inftitution of religion does by no 
means injoin the performance of any- 
thing that is terrible' to its votaries: 'tis 
in truth fo far from countenancing any, 
j{ thofe rigorous aufterities which are in 
ufe among enthufiafts, that it is highly 
:ompatible with the enjoyment of all in- 
tipcent amufements, which providence, 
with tlie utmoft beneficence, did, no 
doubt, ordain purpofely to foften and 
alleviate the numberlefs inevitable mife- 
ries of human life, and which certainly 
conftitute a very confiderable part of the 
felicity of rational creatures here: I would 
further wilh them to believe, what is re- 
ally the fed, that they may be very reli-» 
gious, and yet at the fame time extreme- 
ly charming, and perfe&ly elegant - 9 that 
they may be likewife extremely chearful 

and 
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and entertaining, nay witty, without be- 
ing either profane or libertine : and here 
indeed I would particularly endeavour to 
remove a certain gloomy obje&ion that 
I have heard frequently urged to the pre- 
judice of religion, which, I am forry to 
fay, is but too apt to feduce the tender 
and uninftructed minds of young women; 
it is this, that the fincere and regular prac- 
tice of religious duties does generally four 
the temper, and warp it from the truere- 
liih of happinefs ; that it renders life by 
this means little better than one continued 
fcene of melancholy, mortification, and 
joylefs exiftence ; whereas in truth moft 
of the evils and vexations of this world 
are directly owing to the neglect or con- 
tempt of religion, one great end of which 
is carefully to guard all the avenues that 
lead to our paflions, and to prohibit their 
indulgence, at lcaft to fuch a vicious ex- 
cefs, as muft other wife prove deftructive 
of that very happinefs-, which with mo- 
deration they were certainly intended to 
produce : and in regard to the, natural 
evils of life, the keeneff anguifh £ven.of 
thefe, if it be not totally removed, is how- 
ever rendered always tar more tolerable, 
and often corifiderably alleviated by a fea- 
fonable recourfe to the friendly affifiance 
of religion i and by the pleafing confola- 

tion 
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tion of being confcious that we have not 
incurred thofe evils by any acts of wilful 
difobedlence to its precepts, which is a re- 
fource that is intirely cut off from the dif- 
folute, the impious, and profane; fuch in- 
deed is the importance of religion to the 
true happinefs of the human fpecies even 
in this life, that every-thing around us 
feems to inculcate to an attentive mind 
fome ufeful admonition, fome inftructive 
leflbn of wifdom, which is immediately 
relative to this fubject ; if therefore to the 
ferious contemplation of thefe, and to our 
own fad experience of the depraved and 
limited ftate of human nature, we ftill 
add thofe fliining lights, thofe infpired 
truths revealed in the gofpel, it will then, 
I think, be as much paft all doubt, that 
there is but one happinefs for mankind, 
as that there is but one God ; and that the 
pleafures, riches, and honours of this 
world, purfued and indulged as they con- 
ftantlyaretofuchexcefs, canno^morecon- 
ftitute that happinefs, than an unlimitted 
fupply of liquids can adminifter an effec- 
tual remedy for the dropfy. Is there any 
dream then fo confeffedly ridiculous as 
the dream of life, which amufes us with 
the neglect and difregard of what is fo 
emphatically important ? Or is there any 
folly like the folly of the world, which is 

too 
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too wife and too bufy to be at leifure for 
f Luh reflections as thefe ? 

As 1 have the true intereft of my own 
fex very much at heart, 'tis natural to be- 
lieve that I am nolefs fincerely than ar- 
dently difpoled to exert the whole force 
of my poor abilities in their fcrvice ; and 
confequently that I lhould be defirous, 
though with all imaginable humility, of 
promoting every fcheme that might feera 
in any degree practicable for its advance- 
ment ; 1 would accordingly then, as what 
I have found from my own experience 
to be one very effectual method for that 
purpofe, beg leave to recommend to their 
moft diligent perufal, a certain antiquat- 
ed book, that has long been a favorite 
companion of mine ; which, though 'tis 
poflible many of them may have heard 
of, yet lure I am, from the general tenor 
of their life and conYerfation, that few, 
very few of them, I fear, have confidered 
the fubject matter thereof with fuch a de- 
gree of attention and inclination, as is a- 
lone capable of deriving any benefit from 
its merits ; notwithftanding too, that this 
fame old book indifputably contains the 
very beft fyftem of true politenefs, among 
infinite other inflictive articles, for the 
embellifhment of female charms, which 
is to be found in any that are now ex- 
k K tahtj 
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tint; but here indeed I the more parti- 
cularly fpecify politenefs, or a certain 
elegance of manners, and give to it almoft 
the dignity of a virtue, becaufc I know it 
is the darling attribute of the fair, the pe- 
culiar charaaeriftic of the fex, and what 
rauft ever be confidered as infcperably 
conne&ed with true grace and beauty, 
except we fhould at laft be unhappily ob- 
liged to confine our ideas of grace and 
beauty merely to the inanimate reprefen- 
tations of them by painters and fculptors: 
in ftiort true politenefs, fuch I mean, as 
is not the offspring of affectation and gri- 
mace, is the livelieft piAure of humanity 
and integrity of heart, 'tis the affiduous 
handmaid of beauty, and often the fuc- 
ccfsful harbinger of love; and moreover 
always Ihews mankind on the outiide 
what they ought really to be within. 

But to give fome farther account of 
this obfolete. book, the^ife whereof I fo 
earjieftly wifh to fee Once more revived 
amongft my fair country-women; I ap- 
prehend, they will readily be convinced 
that my partiality in its favour can by no 
means be thought unreafonable or unjuft, 
and that I ftand not (ingle in my good 
opinion of it, fince fome of the greateft 
geniufes, as well as the beft men, whom 
this, or I believe any other nation, ever 

Vol. I I produced^ 
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produced, have paid the higheft honours 
to its merit; fuch, for inftance, as our 
Newton, Boyle, Lock, Addifon, Pope, 
and numberlefs others; but although I 
am far from infinuating by this, that an 
implicit obedience in fuch matters ought 
to be precipitately paid even to the au- 
thority of fuch great names as thefe; yet 
furely their fuperior learning and judg- 
ment, added to their well-known inte- 
grity of life and manners, deferves fonie 
attention, and may at leaft, I think, be 
fo far depended upon with fafety, as to 
tempt us to make luch experiments our- 
felves, as may happily produce a concur- 
rence of our own conviction to eftablifh 
their authority : thefe gentlemen then 
have on various occafions afferted, and 
not barely fo, for they have proved their 
aflertions with all thatftrength of reafon, 
perfoicuity, and precifion, wherewith 
truth fhould always be demonftrated, 
that in regard to the antient volume now 
in queftion, to confider it only as a mere 
human compofition, for genuine purity 
of flyle, for true fublimity of matter, and 
energy of thought, for the irrefiftible 
perfuafion of its precepts, and the for- 
cible impreffion of truth, both on theun- 
derftanding and the heart, but above all 
for the dignity and importance of the fe- 

verai 
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veral fubjefts therein treated, there never 
was any thing yet wrote, that has been 
tranfmitted down to their times, which 
could bear the leaft degree of comparifon 
in point of exellence with life fame old 
book : but if fomething ftill more nearly 
interefting to the true happinefs of ratio- 
nal creatures be added to the foregoing 
account, if in the defign and compofition 
of this work certain marks and characters 
of wifdom fiili fuporior be plainly diftin- 
guiihable to the virtuous and the humble 
mind,ail then but the libertine,theprefum- 
ptuous, and the invincibly fhipid, mult 
furely feel convi<5tion flxong, and yield to 
the tranfcendent force of its inftru&ion. 

I hope therefore, it is not altogether 
improbable, but fome of my fair readers 
may by* this time be defirous of knowing 
the title of a book, which comes recom- 
mended to them with fo many advan- 
tages; but I am to hope likewife, that 
theircuriofity will not be quite at an end, 
and that they will not throw my book a- 
fide with rage when I inform them that 
the very volume I am here endeavouring to 
conciliate their regard for, is in truth no 
other than the Bible: to thofe who are 
already acquainted with the merit of this 
book, I lhall prefume to offer nothing in 
its favour, nor even fo much as attempt 
I 2 to 
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to guefs at their number; be that how- 
ever great or fmall, with fuch, I am very 
certain, it will need no other advocate 
than its own intrinsic worth: but it is 
poffible, 4M obferved above, that fomc 
of my fair readers may have only juft 
trannently heard that there was fuch a 
book, without receiving any particular 
information in regard to its contents, 
and others perhaps not even fo much as 
this; now with both thefe, I honeftlv 
confefs, I could almoft rcfolve to deal to 
far artftilly, as to endeavour, by the aifif- 
tance of novelty, which has always fo 
many bewitching attractions for us wo- 
men, to bribe their curioiity into a pati- 
ent perufal of the whole work; with the 
previous afTurance however, (which by 
the way I am confident I fhould not vio- 
late) tnat it contains a moft complete 
fyflcm of polite, curious, and ufcful 
knowledge, with the beft models, that 
are now extant, for forming a true taftc, 
a graceful elegance, and a found judg- 
ment; and what may be perhaps of ftill 
greater confequence in our apprehen- 
iion, th^t it contain? the great, the in- 
eftimable fecret of improving beauty to 
fo exquite a degree, that its fair readers, 
if they ftudy it with due attention, are 
very loon likely to become perfect adepts 
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in the whole myftery of charming irre- 
-fiftibly : therefore if fuch confiderations>- 
as thefe can have any weight in their 
eftimation, except they happen to be 
cither infenfible of their own importance 
to the laft degree of dullnefs, or moft in- 
corrigibly volatile (not to fay worfe) they 
muft, I think, be tempted to make the 
experiment which I here propofe to them, 
and then confefs, that they had never 
before employed fo much of their time 
fo effentially to their advantage. 

But to be ferious, I moft fincerely wifh, 
that it was in my power to do all the jus- 
tice to this excellent book, which the? 
high importance of its merit to mankind 
demands ; and particularly fuch as might 
engage the attention of my fair country- 
women a little more frequently on a fub- 
ject which is fo extremely interefting to 
the fecurity of their true happinefs : I 
would not however have them imagine 
from hence, becaufe it cannot fairly be 
inferr'd, either from any thing; that I have 
already advanced, or indeed from any 
part of my intention, in the recommen- 
dation of this book, that they are confe- 
quently to be found with their bibles al- 
ways in their hands, or to be fecluded 
from a moderate enjoyment of all the in. 
noccnt plcafures of life : far from it ; the 
I 3 c\*tV&axt 
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chriftian religion rnjoins not this fevc- 
rity ; it is an intelligible, it is a reafon- 
ablc religion, and calculated to promote 
the whole happinefs of intelligent and 
reafonable creatures : the rule and lum 
of this religion is faithfully contained in 
the book above-mentioned, and I would 
only beg of my fair readers to act juft as 
confidently upon this occafion, when 
they arrive at an age which renders fuch 
a conduct indifpcnfibly neceflary, as they 
are generally wont to do upon moft o- 
thers ; that is, I would have them judge 
lor themfelves 5 becaufe they can in truth 
claim no more merit from the virtue of 
other people, but particularly from their 
conviction in this matter, than a very 
plain woman can derive to hcrfelf from 
the inimitable graces of a firft-rate beau- 
ty : in the important choice of a party of 
pkafure, for inftance, in the choice of.a 
iuit of birth-day cloaths, and fometimes 
even in the choice of an hulband, they 
will afliimc a proper fpirit, exert their 
own faculties, and decently avow the na- 
tural right of free will ; yet in the bufi- 
nefs of religion, and the practice of vir- 
tue, as if matters of infinitely lels con- 
cernment, they either feein to be actuated 
wholly by the impulle of falliion, or to 
depend implicitly upon the judgment of 
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others, and that indeed, not only in re- 
gard to the choice of their religion, and 
the motives of their virtue, but in regard 
alfo to the pra&ice of both. 

But furely this can never be efteemed * 
thecondud of intelligent creatures; fuch 
I mean, as is always fuggefted by the true 
fpirit of wifdom and virtue; very far from 
it ; it muft rather be a conduct fuggeft- 
ed wholly by the dictates of vice and fol- 
ly; for it is defeating obftinately the 
kind eft intentions of nature, it is per- 
verting fome of the choiceft bleffings 6/ 
heaven by acts of the bafeft ingratitude * 
'tis in fhort wantonly bartering true hap- 
pinefs for falfe, and- unpardonably de- 
grading at the fame time all the native 
lovclinefs of beauty to the vile level of the 
moft hideous deformity: I will allow in* 
deed, if the flattering power of charming 
at any rate, be their fupreme delight, theit 
folc point of view, that a knave may be 
very deeply fmitten,and doubtlefs often ic 
witn the charms of a fair idiot's fortune; 
but it is contrary to the natural order of 
things, that any man but a fool, fhould 
ever be charmed with her beauty ; I muft 
fuppofe therefore, that the happinefs re- 
sulting from alliances of this ipecies, if it 
deferves the name of happinefs, can never 
be an object either of envy or defire, to 
I 4 a.^ 
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any woman who lias not abfbhitly de- 
claimed all pretentions to the merit of 
true beauty, religion, delicacy, and even 
common fenfe. 

Thus then have I endeavoured, though 
I confefs in a very crude and unconnect- 
ed manner, to give my fair readers a 
trapfient view at leaft of the irreparable 
injuries which their charms fuftain, par* 
xicularly from the exclufion of religion 
out of their plan of operations : and here 
I would be undcrftood to mean, not 
barely the name of religion, fince expe- 
rience, upon many other occasions, as 
well as the prefent, convinces u> that the 
names of things may be inviolably nrc- 
ferved, while the reality of the things 
themfelves is intirely loft; and therefore 
I beg leave to affirm, that I explicitly 
mean here the effence of religion; fuch 
a fettled conviction of its principles and 
precepts, as is capable of producing a 
lui table and uniform influence on the 
whole life and convcrfation of each t>f 
my fair country women, by the regular 
practice of every focial, and every chris- 
tian virtue: they would in truth become 
infinitely more amiable, nay quite ange- 
lic, by fuch a conduct as this; nor would 
they then find the men, in general, want- 
ing either in point of love, honour, or 

good 
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good fenfe> to acknowlege the force and 

reafonablenefs of this afiertion; however 
they may have been hitherto unaccount- 
ably biafled to fall in with the foibles of 
the fex, and to footh their follies, as if it 
was the only effectual method to fecurc 
their eftecm. 

But it is high time to acknowledge 
that this chapter has already very much 
exceeded its intended limits, for which, 
if it ihould be thought a fault, I humbly 
entreat my readers pardon : the fubject 
indeed was interefting and important, 
being nothing lefs than the true happi- 
nefs of my whole fex; if my apprehen- 
lions on that account lhould be merely 
imaginary, the anxiety, which muft ne- 
ceffarily have attended them, while they 
were iuppofed real, can then be only 
mine ; and muft at leaft evince the fin* 
cerity of my good wifhes for the true 
intercft of my fair country women ; while 
I ihould hope, it would likewife plead 
my apology for avowing that, if fuch 
ihould be thought neceflary : but if thofe 
appreheniions Ihould be founded in rea- 
lity, the exquifite mUery arifing from 
thence muft then be wholly their's; 
mine being in that cafe at worft but the 
crime of impertinence in alarming them 
I 5 with 
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with the dangers of a precipice before 
they had tumbled quite down. 

1 lhali fufpend the conclufion of this 
chapter no longer than while I fubjoin 
a quotation, not alto gether foreign tothe 
main purport of it, taken from Doltor 
Young's inimitable poem, I mean his 
night thoughts. 

Yet would thou laugh, but at thine own ex- 
pence, 
Thiscounfel ftrange fhould I prefume to give, ~ 
•' Retire, and read thy Bible to be gay," 
There tmths abound of fovereign aid to peace ; 
Ah ! do not prize them left, becaufe infpir'd, 
As thou and thine, are apt and proud to do. 
If not infpir'd, that pregnant page had flood, 
Time's treafure I and the wonder of the wife I 
Thou think'ft, perhaps, thy foul alone at flake ; 
Alas ! fhould men miftake thee for a fool ; — 
What man -of tafte-fior genius, wifdom, truth, 
Though tender of thy fame, could intcrpofe ? 
Believe me, fenfe, here, a&s a double part, 
And the true critic is a Chriftian too. 
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C HAP. XIV. 

Farther continuation of the autborefs*s jfory 
in relation to berfclf; in vobicb, as itoej- 
woven in fome mcafure with her affairs 9 
fie gives her readers fome account offabU 
us, tbe uncle of Afpatta, and Ukewife the 
character of that lady, and her baffy 
union with Hortenfius. 

THE favorite fubje&, upon which I 
dwelt fo long in my laft chapter, 
has occafioned fuch an interruption in 
the courfe of my narrative, as demands 
from me an apology, particularly to all 
thofe of my fair readers, who think that 
chapter wholly without its ufe; and yet 
for their fake, as well as my own, I am 
almoft willing to flatter myfelf, that 
either their number muft be very fraall, 
or that not one of them requires the offi-. 
cious, though falutary inftruftion con- 
tained therein; however, the goodnefs 
of my intention at leaft, being, I hope, 
in both cafes implicitly admitted, I lhall 
. proceed to inform them* that by the death 
of Sipiana I was now left more abfolute- 
I 6 ly 
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ly my own miftrefs, than I had been be- 
fore, though I wanted as yet fonie yean 
•f what the law pronounces to be the 
period of full age. 

Sel£»love, I confefs, had a much great* 
cr (hare in the prefent fcene of my af- 
fliction, than any recollection of the me- 
rit of my departed friend, fave that of 
gratitude, for the many favours I had re- 
ceived from her : although I was not un- 
acquainted with the miftaken motives, or 
injudicious exercife of her virtues, I ne- 
verthelefs very highly revered the good- 
nefs of her heart; but ftill the fad re* 
fie&ion upon my own Solitary condition 
affe&ed me for fame time fo fenfibly as to 
exclude almoft every other confederation; 
and would in all probability have done fo 
much longer, had I not very feafonably 
^received the confolation of knowing that 
Portia, the filter of Tradewell, one of the 
beft, the wiieft, and moft amiable of her 
fex, intended, as foon as fhe could fettle 
fame affairs in France, relative to her for- 
tune, to come and refide for the remain- 
der of her life in England: the informed 
me in the moft affc&ionate manner, that 
ihe now looked upon herfclf as my mo- 
tfcer, and confequently begged leave to 
iniift that I would come to no refolution, 

in 
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.in regard to my future deftination, fill 1 
had previoufly taken her opinion upon 
the matter ; and hoped, I fliould have no 
objection to her propofal of having me 
to live altogether with herfelf : this news 
indeed was fo agreeable as to give me 
the trueft pleafure I was at that time ca- 
pable of tafting; for I had been taught 
from my earlieft infancy t6 entertain the 
higheft opinion of this excellent woman; 
from whole inftruftive conversion and 
example, I now promifed myfelf, ainl af- 
terwards did derive fuch folid advantages 
as proved the fnreft means of acquiring 
the long feries of happinefs I have fince 
enjoyed. 

But till the welc6me period of her ar- 
rival, which however happened to be^ 
longer than either of us cxpe&ed, I 
fhould ftill have thought myfelf greatly 
embarrafled, ahnoft in any other fitua- 
tion t had not Fabius, the worthy uncle 
of my tender ancj faithful friend Afpatia, 
given me a im& obliging invitation to 
his koufe ; which: was feconded fo po- 
werfully by the entreaties of his niece, 
that I could not refufe him, at leaft till 
the arrival of my aunt; indjed my being 
hi the feme family with m^beloved Af- 
patia was much too agreeable a circum- 

ftancc 
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ftsncc to be cafi!y rdified: thii yoong 
lady, as I obfenred before, was the 
daughter and only furvirmg child of 
my friend and raotker-in-Liw Siptana; 
but dire&ly the reverie of her in every 
other particular, except in the humanity 
of her difpofition ; flie had been appoint- 
ed by her mother the fole executrix of 
her laft will, and the fortune which coo- 
fequently accrued to her from thence, 
tho'far from being inconfiderable, was 
however greatly fo, when compared with 
that fhe inherited from her father ; yet 
even this, added to the certain expecta- 
tions fhe had from her uncle, who was 
rich, made altogether by much the 
fmalleft part of her merit, as my readers 
will be ready to acknowlege with me, 
when I have given them the faithful de- 
tail of her chara&er. 

Fabius, her uncle and guardian, who 
was at this time an old batchelor, was 
ncverthelefs intirely free from the parti- 
cularities of that whimfical fe& ; he was 
chearful, he was fociable and facetious; 
and tho' he could not now with decency 
participate in all the pleafures and amufe- 
ments of yoi^g people, yet he ftill feem- 
rd to feel, by'refle&ion, a generous a re- 
fined fort of happinefs, from that which 

they 
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they enjoyed on iuch occasions ; but he 
was a man of good understanding, and 
joined to a thorough knowlege of the 
world the utinoft integrity of heart : he 
beheld and watched with inexpreffible 
delight all the dawning virtues of his 
niece, and refolved to have them dili- 

Seritly improved, under his own immed- 
iate infpe&ion, by every advantage 
which the beft regulated education could 
beftow ; nor was he difappointed in the 
fuccefsof his plan : he had beheld indeed 
with no lefs concern the want of fuch an 
education in her mother, and determin'd 
that Afpatia fhould notfufFer on the fame 
account* he provided therefore the beft 
matters of every kind that could be 
found, and had in a few years the exqui- 
site fatisfa&ion of obfervmg that his niece 
was become perfe<St miftrels, not only of 
fuch accomplishments as help to consti- 
tute the mere exterior part of grace and 
elegance, but of all thofe likewife, which 
may be juftly allowed to adorn human 
nature, to mend the heart, improve the 
understanding, and confirm the irreSif- 
tible power of true beauty. 

Afpatia's time was for the moftpatt fo 
profitably employed, that She contrived 
to make even thofe hours, which She de- 
dicated 
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dicated to direrfions, fubfcfvient ifpoT- 
fiblc to the fame laudable purpofe ; when 
ever it happened othcrwife, as muft fome 
times be inevitably the cafe, it war in- 
deed a facrifice to civility, yet made 
without any apparent relu$anqe : a fa- 
vourite ftudy with her for fome time, by 
way of mere ainufement only, was that 
of poetry; the genuine beauties whereof 
(he entered into with great delight, and 
a fuperior delicacy of tafte ; fuch as a 
woman of her improved undctftanding 
may well be allowed capable of acquiring 
from a judicious peruial of all the beft 
authors, both in the Englifh, French, 
and Italian languages; nor was fhe a 
ftranger even to thofe of the Greek and 
Roman poets, fo far as the beft Englilh 
tranflations of them could inform her; 
in fhort, (he feemed to afcend the lofty 
feat of the mufes with a very good grace, 
but never to be impertinent, nor to con- 
trad from thence the leaft affe&ation of 
any excellence, or feme, fuperior to the 
Ids enlightened of her own lex ; in thefc 
cxctirfions fhe was generally accompanied 
by Milton and Pope, as her moft ad- 
mired guides, whofc votary fhe continu'd 
to be with particular attachment, till 
time and experience^ by allaying in fome 

meafurc 
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mcafufe the youthful ardour of her fan- 
cy, had given a proportionable degree of 
maturity and vigour to her judgment, 
excited in her a ftrong defire of fonie 
more (bird knowledge, and led her from 
the aerial regions of poefy flown to the 
more inftru&ive page of fober hiftory * 
ifrhich, though it may be perhaps a fcene 
lefs pfcafing to the imagination, affords 
however a more certain path, and a much 
more tailing gratification to the under- 
ftanding. 

Upon the beft models then, that could 
be extra&ed from hence, and accommo- 
dated with propriety to the cuftoms and 
faihion of her own time, flie compleated 
the improvement of her mind, and ren- 
dered it thus a fit inhabitant for her lovely 
form : her natural difpofition, placid and 
humane, was by this education heighten'd 
into all the rational, but exquifite feelings 
of true charity ani benevolence; yet 
guarded at the fame time equally from 
weaknefs and often tat ion : her perlpn was 
tall, graceful, and exaftiy well-fliaped j 
if in any refpeA defective, it was in being 
rather a little too thin ; and though per- 
haps in vulgar eftimation fhe might not 
be rank'd in the clafs of firft rate beauties, 
yet by all who had the happinefs of her 

acquain- 
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acquaintance flie was confeffedly allowed 
to poflefs many more charms than any 
beauty of her time: fh6 had indeed fome- 
thing fo inimitably genteel, fo irrefiftibly 
engaging in her addrefs, that all within 
the inchanting circle thereof could riot 
help becoming inftantly her admirers 5 
and even ftrangers, who could only in 
public obferve the outward elegance and 
propriety of her behaviour, were never- 
thelefs always tempted to confider her 
manner and whole appearance as that of. 
a woman of the firft diftin&ion : fuch is 
the prevailing influence of true beauty* 
and fuch, in truth, the peculiar efficacy 
of thatprefcripton, which points out fo 
fucccftiully the whole art or acquiring it j 
wifdom and virtue are the medium, thro 1 
which this prefcription operates j as love, 
friendship, and happinefs are, in an emi- 
nent degree, the certain effetfts which it 
produces. 

My fituation with fb amiable a com- 
panion was indeed truly delightful ; all 
my faculties, fuch as they were, had here 
a conftant opportunity of exertion and 
improvement; nor was there any-thing 
that could poflibly contribute either to- 
wards amufement or inftruflion, but was 
induftrioufly fought out for our mutual 

emolu- 
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emuolument : the care even of improv- 
ing my little fortune to thebeft advantage, 
was a circumftance that did by no means 
efcape the vigilant attention of Fabius, 
who gencroufly took the management 
thereof wholly upon himfelf,and account- 
ed with me in fucha mariner, as redoun- 
ded not lefs to the honour of his own in- 
tegrity and judgment, than it did eflen- 
tially tp my intereft : fo many favours, 
conferred with fo much delicacy, de- 
manded very juftly,. as indeed they very 
fincerely had, the higheft proofs ot grati- 
tude and acknowlegement in my power; 
but yet my friendlhip was engaged by 
motives ftill more noble * it was founded 
in a thorough experience of that virtue, 
which alone muft ever be the objeft, as 
well as the cement of true friendlhip \ 
all elfe is but the vile, the fordid inter- 
courfe of intereft or vice $ at bed but a 
mercenary reciprocation of benefits : 
mine for my Afpatia was of a very diffe- 
rent kind ; it was the refult of a very long 
acquaintance, founded on a difintcrefted 
efteem for her many amiable qualities,and 
totally free from every other mixture of 
felf-love, than what arofe almoft involun- 
tarily from a principle of emulation, and 
from contemplating that fimilitude of fen- 

timents 



timeiits and manners* which united us 
flill more clofely : in ftiort, wc patted our 
time in that kind of felicity which is al* 
ways capable of being ftill further en- 
hanced by reflection - 9 and fuch as gave 
me a molt agreeable fore-tafte of what I 
was to expetf from the fociety of the ex- 
cellent Portia. 

But this delightful fcene began foon to 
receive fome interruption ; for the un- 
common ihare of merit, and fine accom- 
plifhments, which my friend was miftrefs 
of, became by degrees fo confpicuous as 
to attract univerfal admiration ; and the 
flattering circumftance of her poflcfling 
likewife fo confiderable a fortune, was; no 
doubt, an additional incentive to the ad- 
drcfles of many, by whom her alliance 
was now courted with the utmoft ardour 
and importunity : and yet, upon all thofe 
occaiions, prudence, the faithful hand- 
maid of realbn, the cautious monitor of 
heedlefs paffion, and the peculiar guar* 
dian of female honour, fecurely defended 
her againft that whole train of perfecution 
and impertinence, to which young ladies 
of extraordinary fortune are not unufu- 
ally expofed ; for as fhe was equally Jfree 
from vanity and coquetry, ihe had as lit- 
tle to apprehend from the iniinuating 

wiles 
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wiles of adulation, as from the ftratagcms 
of faifhood and intrigue ; her judgment, 
and her difcretion, never admitting any 
opportunity for the attempts of either: 
and as (he was a&uated not lefs by a prin- 
ciple of horipar ithan of virtue, (he was an 
enemy to the WaAice of all diifimulation, 
and difdained the low artifice of fupport- 
- ing beauty by the ridiculous dtftin&ion 
ofhaving always a number of well-drefs'd 
worthless coxcombs in her frain : Ihe 
coniequently fuffered neither falle hopes 
nor fears to keep thofe who had once de* 
clared themfelves her lovers, a firigle mo- 
ment in fufpence, but inftantly diimifled 
them upon the firft overture, yet with fo 
much candour and politeneis, that tho' 
they ceafed from thence to be her pro- 
feffed lovers, they ceafed not however to 
be ^her admirers : and this conduct, how 
rarely foever it may be pra&ifed, is, in 
truth, no more than a debt, which every 
woman of true virtue juftly owes to her 
own dignity, her delicacy, and her famc$ 
jhe dictates erf common fenfe, as well as 
fhofe of virtue, enforce the obligation 1 
flrongly; and wherever it is wantonly 
difpenfed with, the title to one, if not to 
both of thefe, is rendered greatly liable to 
fufpicion; nay truly policy abfolutely 
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forbids that happinefs fhould ever con- 
firm the triumph of beauty upon other 
terms. 

The worthy uncle of Afpatia, gifted as 
he certainly was, with great penetration 
and experience in the ways of mankind, 
confided however implicitly in the difcre- 
tion of his niece : nor was this confidence 
mifplaced; he faw into the very prin- 
ciples by which her whole condu& was 
governed; and as he had fufficient reafon 
to aflure himfelf from thence, that in an 
affair of fuch importance as that of mar- 
riage, her judgment moft undoubtedly 
would always temper and. direft her 
inclination, he determined to leave her 
choice intirely un-influenced by any 
of thofe numberlefs temptations from 
ambition or opulence, which had been 
frequently thrown in his way : the 
old gentleman, who had nothing fb ar- 
dently in view for his niece as her real 
happinefs, judged very wifely that the 
common notions of happinefs, which 
were fo eagerly adopted by the gene- 
rality of mankind, being altogether 
phantaftical, were fo far from falling in 
with his fyftem, thaty the often proved 
the a<5hial means of its deflruction : he 
had therefore too much good fenfe, too 

much 
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much integrity, and too fincere an affec- 
tion for her, to recommend,- or feem to 
countenance, any plan that was inconfif- 
tent with thefe principles: he reflected 
with horror upon the folly, as well as the 
crime, of facrificing a fine young lady 
pofleffed of every virtue and every accom- 
. plifhment that could render any woman 
the object of true happinefs, merely that 
the world might think her happy, when 
ihe herfelf was, perhaps, moft confun*- 
mately miferable : fuch kind of facrifices 
he always looked upon as fcenes of down- 
right proftitution, however foftened by 
the almighty letter of the law, or palliat- 
ed by the delufive though fpecious a pw 
pearance of fome imaginary title of 
honour annexed thereto : but the fen- 
timents of Fabius, in regard to theef- 
ience of true happinefs, had too great a 
degree of rectitude in them to be at 
all influenced by the frothy ambition 
of making his niece a ro/^iw/w-peerefs : 
fuch an alliance would, in his opinion, 
add no honour to his family ; becaufc 
he thought, and very juftly too, that 
virtue gave always a higher degree of 
dignity, than it was in the power of any 
earthly monarch to confer ; and that an 
ample fortune, difpended according to 

the 
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the dictates of virtue, conferred a muck 
truer kind of nobility, than all the pom* 
pous patents of the greateft emperors 
could do: Fabius, therefore, had too 
much fpirit, as well as virtue, to tag 
fervilely at the tail of a fet of people, 
who ddfpifed, in feet, every other confi- 
deration but that of wealth; which, 
they thought could alone give them the 
means of happinefs in their own way ; 
that is, of being ftill more incontinent- 
ly vicious, debauched, and corrupt: 
a man of this turn, let his rank, fortune, 
and nominal merit be ever fo great, he 
judged to be a match highly improper for 
his niece; as he thought nothing ought 
to be rifqued at the certain exoence of 
happinefs ; nor was fhe indeed lefs feniible 
of the inevitable evils, with which fuch 
alliances are generally pregnant ; for ihe 
was convinced, beyond- the power of per- 
verfion, that there was no fuch thing 
as true happinfs without virtue, and 
that it was confequcntly impoffible that 
any man cpuld ever be induced to cf- 
teem as a merit in his wife, that of 
which he himfelf was utterly void, 
and with the want whereof her very 
prudence muft hourly upbraid him. 

Amongft 
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Amongft the gentlemen who were ad* 
mitted to vifit at the houfe of Fabius, 
(and thefe were none but people of the 
rooft approved charafler) was the juftly 
celebrated Hortenfius - 9 a man of a grace- 
ful figure, polite addrefs, and an excel- 
lent underftanding ; he was of good ex- 
tradtion, though. not immediately allied 
to any of the great ; nor "had he indeed 
any farther connexions with them, than 
what his diftinguilhed abilities at the bar 
had rendered full as necefiary for the fecu- 
rity of their intereft, as for the advance- 
ment of his own: he fet out originally 
upon a very fmall foundation, the pittance 
only of a younger brother's fortune ; but: 
Ills fuperior talents, joined to indefatiga- 
ble application, foon gave him an oppor- 
tunity of acquiring both wealth and fame, 
much beyond the compafs either of his 
avarice or ambition : to his remarkable 
ikill, in the knowledge and practice of 
the law, he added every grace of elo- 
quence, and every other power of fofc 
perfuafion ; and was, in fhort, mod emi- 
nently blefied with all the advantages that 
are requifite to form a perfedt orator j yet 
thefe fhining talents were never proftitut- 
jed, nor vilely hired out, for the purpofes 
of lucre, to gild over any iniquitous caufe; 
he never departed froip the principles he 
K firft 
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firft fet out with ; for, bad as the world 
was, he foon found that his intereft de- 
pended as efientially upon his integrity, 
as upon the reputation of fuperior emi- 
nence in his profeffion. 

The true interefts of his country, and 
the prefervation of all its civil and reli- 
gious rights, he judged, could never be 
effectually maintained otherwife, than by 
an invariable adherence to the principles 
of the conftitution, according to that ex- 
cellent and equitable plan propofed at the 
revolution; and that whatever deviations 
from thence may at any time be brought 
about, whether by the overbearing in- 
creafe and influence of power in one -party, 
or by any obftinate and unreafonable 
ufurpations in the other, under what 
pretences foever aflumed by either, muft 
(boner or later, if not feafonably recon- 
ciled, and reverted to, by the diredion 
of the plan abovementiofted, be inevita* 
bly attended with confequences fatal to 
the peace and liberty of thefe nations; 
with general difcontent, if not difturb- 
ance at home, and with the certain lofsof 
commerce, credit, and glory abroad. 

Thefe I well remember to have been the 
principles of his political fyftem ; he had 
early adopted them from the ftrifteft en- 
quiry into every branch of .our govern- 
ment 
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went andf cbnftitution ; they were often 
*h& fubje6t of his moft ferious confidera- 
tion, as the demonftration of their utility 
"was the conftant objedfc of his endeavours 
in that houfe, where he had the honour 
of a feat to the time of his death - 7 and 
where he was always heard with 4 more par- 
ticular attention, as he had never attached 
bintifelf to any party, ? either from a ma- 
lignant fpirit of oppofition, a mercenary 
profpe6t of intereft, or from the delufive 
baits of ambition : yet with all the punc- 
tuality of his attendance upon the publick 
tHifinefs* he by no means negle&ed the 
care of his own fortune, which daily in- 
fcreafed $ and indeed the extraordinary 
fuccefs thereof was not more juftly the re- 
fult of genius and induftry, than k was 
*he peculiar merit of his univerfel benevo- 
lence and ftedfaft integrity ; for to the in- 
digent and oppreficd, his purfe and his 
advjee were ever open. 

Such then was the charafterof the man, 
en whom Arfpacia had for fome time 
looked with a favourable eye 5 Horten- 
fius had indeed long entertained a fecret 
paflibn for her, yet without prefuming 
to avow it more exprefsly, than by a con- 
ftant perfeverance in all thofe little offices 
of affiduity and refpect ; which, though 
to the parties themfelves, from the mere 
K 2 ^^ 
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force of fympathy, they may be fatioftr 
tions highly fignificant, are however, fo 
the indifferent fpe£tator, fuch only as po- 
litenefs can always refcue from the bufy 
imputation of particularity : and the deli- 
cacy of this conduct operated much more 
fuccefsfully with Arfpacia, than all the 
ill-timed fervour of a more pa donate ad- 
drefs could have done ; for, feemingly 
without any defign on her parr, (he had 
by this means fufficient leifure and oppor- 
tunity to conGder the whole merit of her 
lover, to obferve the changes his temper 
may poffibly be liable to, to examine into 
the true motives of his attachment, anfl 
to form her judgment from thence of the 
fincerity of his paffion *, happinefs being, 
in her apprehenfion, a matter of too much 
confequence, to difpenfe with any vigilance 
or precaution in her power, that might 
prove either the certain means of attaining 
ir, or at lead of undeceiving her in due 
time, at the expence only of offering fome 
little violence to her inclination : if this 
conduct therefore in Hortenfius is to be 
efteemed, and I think it very juftly may, 
as no lefs a proof of candour, than it was 
of judgment -, that of every lady, who 
precipitately admits, or reje&s a lover 
without fuch previous convi&ion, muft 
consequently be efteemed as great a proof 

of 
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of Injuftice, as it is of folly : and I ima- 
gine, that every woman of fenfe and deli- 
cacy, when (he is once thoroughly con- 
vinced of the merit and fincerity of a lov- 
er, will cafily be induced to give him cre- 
dit for the fervour of his paffion, nor too 
rafhly condemn the want of warmth in 
bis firft addreffes. 

■ Be that however as it will, the conduft 
6f Hortenfius upon this occafion mud 
have been at leaft perfectly agreeable to 
the fentiments of Arfpacia •, for when he 
fudged it to be a proper time to make his 
advances, he found no difficulties in the 
way, towards the completion of his hap- 
frinefs, that proved to be infuperable ; 
Arfpacia's good underftanding; joined to 
the juft fenfe ftie had entertained of his 
merit, from the experience of a very long 
acquaintance, rendered all the little expe- 
dients of female artifice and affedation as 
utterly ufelefs, as they are confeffedly ri- 
diculous ; and indeed, there were few 
foibles in the whole conduct of her fex, 
which (he condemned more feverely, than 
the capricious folly of trifling with the paf- 
fion of a man of fenfe and ftrift honour. 

Fabius had obferved with infinite fatif- 

faftion the whole progrefs of this mutual 

attachment from its firft rife ; he well 

knew the merit of Hortenfius, and in 
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fa& highly approved his paffion % vct, ; 
from a certain delicacy of apprehennonj 
that, by a different conduft, he might pof- 
fibly Teem to controul in fome degree his 
niece's inclination, he chofe to a££ as if be; 
underftood np thing of the affair j though, 
he was all the while fecretly endeavouring, 
to facilitate its fuccefs, by giving the par* 
ties every opportunity they could wifli* 
for, and by every other contrivance in hi$ 
power: but how immenfe the tranfport 
of Hortenfius was, may indeed be much 
more eaftly imagined than expreficd * 
when upon a particular application he wasi 
informed by rabius, that mere accident 
had lately given him an opportunity q( 
becoming a fuccefsful advocate in his fa- 
vour with Arfpacia,; and that he could 
now undertake to allure him, that he had 
riothing more terrfble to apprehend from! 
her, than a certain interval of procrafti* 
nation, which, he doubted not, by a pro- 
per exertion of the intereft he had with 
her, but (he might be prevailed upon to 
ihorten. 

This fituation, ki which our lovers were 
obliged to continue for fome fmall time, 
though not compleatly happy, was how- 
ever very much fo in their opinion, as 
certainty had now totally excluded all the 
dreadful anxiety of fufpence j it was blef- 

fed 
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jtd indeed with every flattering joy th# 
the beft founded hopes could infpire * 
yet fome degree of fecret uneafinefs muft 
ftill necefiarily arife from the mutual im- 

Ea tie nee of waiting for the lingering, buf 
lifsful minute*, that was toTan&ify their 
union. The profpeft of my friend's ap- 
proaching felicity gave me, I confefs, an 
inexpreffible pleafure ; which, however* 
had for fome time fuffered the cruelleft 
allay from my own idle, but frightful 
apprehenfions, lead this event fhould in 
all probability prove the means of fepa- 
rating me, even before the arrival of Port 
tia» from the fociety of people who were 
fo juftly dear to me. 

But I was at length relieved from all 
the imaginary terror of thefe apprthenr 
fions, by the tender, the united efforts 
both of Hortenfius and his amiable Arf* 
pacia ; who, obferving in me an unufual 
dejeftion of fpirits, were not lefs anxious 
to difcover the true caufe thereof, than 
inftantly to remove it 5 they accordingly 
informed me, that they had come to a re- 
folution of living on with Fabius after 
their marriage ; and all of them jointly 
infilled, in the mod affectionate terms, 
that I fhould continue with them for the 
time I had promifed ; and further hoped, 
J would have no objection to- their obtain* 
K 4 - ing^ 
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)ng my aunt's permiffion, when (he afi 
rived, for my refiding at lead fome time 
in every year with them : this indeed was 
a circumftance that I afiented to with no 
lefs gratitude than pleafure, and was con- 
fequently a witnefs, not only to the mod 
endearing (cents of conjugal felicity that 
can poffibly be imagined, but alfo to all 
the arts of domeftick adminiftration, as 
they were pra&ifed in their higheft per- 
fection •, to the niceft oeconomy, and yet 
to the appearance of great fplendor and 
magnificence ; to all the tender offices of 
iriendfhip, without the bafe alloy of mer- 
cenary views, without affeftation, with- 
out grimace ; in fhort, to the diffufion of 
univerfal benevolence, and a moft exten- 
five charity : but the manner of life of 
this happy pair, as it may perhaps be 
thought fomewhat fingular in the prefent 
age, I intend to make part of the fubjcft 
of my next chapter. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 

S^me few cccafional remarks of the author efs 
upon the fubjeil of education in ge?icral : 
the happy cffefts of a good one, exempli- 
fied in the whole conduit of Hortenjius and 
Arfpacia : fome particular anecdotes con- 

. cerning them, which give an additional 

- fplendcr to opulence, and at the fame time 
do honour to humanity : Arfpacia *s pub- 
lick and private character, widely diffe- 
rent f rem that of the generality of modern 

. fine ladies ; her love of' knowledge \ tho y 
great, wasftill as free from the affeSta- 
Hon of appearing learned, as it was from 
the folly of neglecting the oeconomy of her 
houfhcld on that account : the dijinterefted. 
integrity of Hortenftus farther illujirated 
by fome few of his opinions on matters of 

- government. , 

WHENEVER I happen to make 
the bufinefs of education the ful> 
je& of my refle&ions, and find occafiori, 
perhaps from fome recent occurrences, to 
remark with what extraordinary circum- 
ftances of advantage a good education is 
mod commonly attended, I am really at 
a lofs to determine whether of the two is 
greater, my aftoniftimcnt or indignation, 
K 5 to 
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at the general inattention of parents to 
their children's true intereft in fo critical 
a concern : this capital error, if I con- 
ceive the matter right from the accounts 
which I have had, arifes chiefly from 
hence, that in the male part of the fpe- 
cies, the cultivation of genius alone is 
always confidered as their principal ohjeft 
in view j though the management even 
of this, except I have been greatly mil- 
informed, is generally conduced in a way 
that is liable to many juft objections ; 
but of what cannot be fuppofed to come 
fully and properiy under my cognizance* 
fuch as a matter of this nature, I by no 
means allow myfeJf to be a competent 
judge, and consequently prefume not to 
give my opinion therein : in the female 
parr, however, 'tis koo evident, that the 
riiftin&ion, or cultivation of genius has 
nothing at all to do; a few ipecious ac- 
complilhmenjs, that are merely exterior, 
make up, as I have more than once bff* 
fore obferved in the courfe of this work* 
the whole fum of their acquirements; 
but by what inducement, of utility, or 
true grace, fo exceptionable a plan could 
have been fo long continued, and dill is- 
fo inflexibly adopted, for the direftion of 
rational creatures ; or indeed by the fane- 
lion of what authority, excepting meerly 

that 
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that of tyrant-cuftom, it could have beet* 
So univerfally enforced, I coftfefs, I am 
wholly ac a Tofs to conjecture •, yet this I be- 
lieve to be a fad, and I appeal to the con ft arte 
experience and obfervation of mankind for 
the confirmation of what I aflert, that the 
true end, both of male and female education, 
but efpecially of the latter, as it is generally 
managed, is much oftener defeated than k 
is obtained •, where it happens other wifr, 
.which is indeed but feldom, except by thd 
affiilance of fome better plan, I look upon 
ic to proceed, rather from a critical con- 
currence of fome favourable Occidents, or 
from a peculiar temperament in the con- 
stitution of body and mind, in a child, 
than from any reftitude of judgment or 
method, either in the parent or pedagogue. 
My reafon for this affertibn, and iome 
-reafon I certainly ought to affign, fince beg- 
:ging the queftion, or, in other words, afiert- 
_ ing without proof, is but a&ing the part 
of Drawcanfir in an argument * 1 fay there- 
fore, my reafon for the aflertion juft ad* 
vanced is this, that I think the true bafis 
iot education in general is very improperly 
laid, or at leaft not fafedulouQy attended 
-to, as a point of that infinite importance 
defer ves* I mean chiefly in regard to the 
care of imbuing the tender minds of young 
people with an eariy tin&ure <of moral 
K 6 fcood-! 
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goodoefsi sod doc only fa, but chat the 

as they grow up, and cooftaady co-operate 
with every otier means cf inftruftioo, t» 
the confirmation of their principles in vir- 
tue, as veil as to the cultivation of their 
gp&ius In matters of literature : the more 
licentious and immoral the world is grown, 
and moft indifputably grown to in a great 
meafure from fuch negkft, the greater 
furely is the neceffity for this precaution; 
but the truth is, where the views of pa- 
rents are fordidiy costraded to the fingle 
point of advancing their children's fortunes 
at all events, a juft regard to the improve- 
ment of their morals makes but a very 
fmall, if any part at all* of their fchemcv 
fo that the mod material part of education, 
and that which would in truth rather faci- 
litate than impede the reft, is in a mao» 
ner totally omitted ; yet fo it happens, that 
chis very omiffion is not unfrequently po- 
nifhed, as it juftly deferves, in the abfolutt 
difappointment of their fuccefs ; fo far at 
leaft as the enjoyment of true happinefs 
can with propriety be admitted as the end 
of fuch fuccefs ; for if it be impoffible, in 
the nature of things, as i* mod unque- 
ftionably is, that the vicious and immoral 
plan, fo long as he continues fuch, can 
ever be a true frie&d even to hinifelf, Itf 
i^ bis 



( 205 ) 
his genius be what it will; confequently 
the, inward enjoyment of fuch a ftate of 
happinefs, where virtuous principles are 
thus wanting, mud abfolutelybe unattain- 
able by him, notwithftanding all the out- 
-ward appearances of fuccefs, that may at 
the fame time do very confiderable ho- 
nour to his genius; but if 1 am to be un- 
happy, of what real importance, or advan- 
tage can all the fuccefs of genius, or for- 
tune be to me; nay, I fhould be inclined 
to carry this point (till farther, and to 
conclude, that nothing but the higheft 
degree of ftupiditjr, or corruption, could 
ever fuppofe, that fuch a perfon can be 
£&uated by fentiments, which ought alone 
to render any man capable of becoming a 
friend to virtue, and to his country upon 
juft principles; becaufe his condudt, let 
him pretend what he will, actually dif* 
claims all fuch principles; and therefore I 
ihould imagine, that the fervice of fuch a 
man, how great foever his abilities may 
be prefumed, though it is fometimes per- 
haps employed; as the fole expedient of 
neceffity, can yet, for want of thofe prin- 
ciples, be never thoroughly depended on, 
or fincerely efteemed by his country; which 
I hold to be none of the lead, among the 
numberlefs difadvantages that refult Irom 
a wrong education. 

Tlut 
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That the plan, which I have occafion- 
ally hinted at above, is not the pra&icc 
generally received at prefent, will, I be- 
Jieve, be readily admitted ; and that the 
many untoward confequences, flowing di- 
re 611 y from this general negledt, are but 
too manifeft, particularly in the number- 
lefs excrefcences fo obfervable in female 
conduit, 1 do pre fume, will fcarcely be 
denied; but indeed, where the found .ton 
19 fo confeflcdly bad, the fuperftru&uie, 
however fpecioufly it may be ornamented, 
mud neverthelefs be always more immi- 
nently liable on that account to a great 
variety of unhappy accidents: this was 
however by no means the cafe in regard 
either to Hortenfius or Arfpacia* their 
education, from the firft inftant they were 
perceptive of any inftrudlion, was confi- 
dered as a matter of too great importance 
to admit of the lead negleft or delay ; and 
not only fo, but it was founded upon fuch 
principles, and conduced with lb much 
judgment and afiiduity, that their im- 
provements in virtue went always hand- 
in hand with thofe of accomplilhmentand 
fcience : their refpe&ive governors were 
of opinion, and their opinion was certainly 
juft, that the true end of education con- 
fided not fo effentially in qualifying fome 
young people for bufmefs, in order to their 

acquiring 
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.acquiring fortunes, and in polifhing 6ther* r 
,in order to their fpending them gracefully, 
as it did, in making the intelle&ual powefs 
in all acquire an abfqlute afcendancy over 
thofe that are inferior^ and the happy 
effeds of this plan were indeed moft re- 
markably conspicuous throughout the 
whole life of that worthy pair, whofe cha- 
racters I have already attempted to give 
my readers a tranfient fketchof; which 
circumftance was in truth 'the principal 
motive of my preluming to offer the fore- 
going reflexions, fuch as they have fre- 
quently occurred to me, upon the import- 
ant fobjeft of education in general. 
* But to proceed to fome further accounts 
of this amiable couple; who, befides the 
ftrongeft iympathy of aflfe&ion, feeTfied, 
by a very uncommon fimilitude of dif- 
pofition and fentiments, to be in a manner 
'deftined wholly for each other ; that they 
Were therefore happily united at length in 
the render bonds of Hymen, will, I fup- 
pofe, be hardly thought furprizihg* new 
ther fharll I be fubjeded, 1 hope, to the 
feemingly unpardonable cenfure of being 
thought too laconick upon this occafion, 
by omitting to give my readers a minute 
account of this memorable event* and of 
all the particular occurrences that attended 
the auguft celebration of thefe nuptials* 
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how interefting foever fuch a circumftantial 
detail may poflibly be to many of them 1 ; 
fince, by the friendly aflTiftanceof a Htcle it* 
colle&ion, they may be furnifbed with the 
higheft gratification in this way T by tun* 
ing to fome very florid and copious matri- 
monial defcriptions; which have lately 
appeared in the world CO great advantage, 
and which, no doubt, by every body, wha 
underftands the true value of time, muft 
always be very highly efteemed, not only 
as compofrtions of genius, but likewife as 
they contribute fo effentrally to the twa 
important articles of inftru&ion and amufe- 
ment j which circumftance would, I coo- 
fefs, be a fufficient incentive to my am- 
bition, did not a certain degree of modeftyv 
at the fame time, very prudently prcferve 
me from the folly of attempting to imitate 
what is fo univerfally allowed to be ini- 
mitable. 

But be this as it will ; Hortenfius and 
Arfpacia, as they had the peculiar happi* 
nefs of ingrafting all the advantages of a 
well-regulated education upon-difpofitions 
and natural endowments that were remark* 
ably good, made fo amiable a figure in 
pu*>lick life, as exhibited rather a moft 
engaging model for imitation, than an 
occafion of ever rendering them the juft 
obje&s either of fcandal y ridicule, or ma- 
lignant 
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lignant envy-, but their domeftick life was 
indeed replete with fcenes of confummate 
blifsj they were truly happy, becaufe they 
made virtue and good fenfe the invariable 
rule of all their actions-, and always looked 
down with pity, if not with contempt, upon 
the feveral prevailing impieties, and fafhion- 
able follies of the age, however exalted 
the rank of thofe people may be, who 
-could debafei themfelves and mankind by 
introducing and abetting fuch : Arfpacia 
thought (he could never fufficiently con- 
gratulate herfelf upon the happinefs of be- 
ing united to fo excellent, fo beloved a 
man; nor wasHortenfius deficient, either 
in his.xonftant acknowledgements for her 
generality, or in his endeavours to im- 
prove her mind, in order to make her (till 
the more agreeable companion for himfelfe 
•while her fond heart received a new addi- 
tion of gladnefs from. every endearing leflbn 
of inftru&ion* as likewife indeed from 
every other circumftancc that could pofli; 
bly contribute to give him pleafure : in 
ihort, this deferving pair enjoyed, in an 
exquifite degree, all the fweets of a mod 
refined and tender friendship for each 
other ; but then it was fuch a friendfhip, 
as the conjugal ftate, from an indiflblu- 
ble union of interefts and inclinations* is 
alone capable of affording; where mutual 
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lore, though it muft always make tht 
principal ingredient therein, muft never- 
thelefs be always fupported by that mutual 
efteem which virtue only can create * and 
indeed, where either ot *hefe happens to 
be wanting, the friendlhip of that date 
muft consequently be too precarious arid 
imperfedl to admit of fuch a feries of hap- 
pinefs, v as might other wife jbfe confidently 
expe&ed from thence. 

That this important confederation hath 
not previoufty al! the credit and influence 
with the generality of parties which it 
deferves, is, I believe, the jufteft jeafca 
that can be aligned, why fo many marri- 
ages prove unfortunate, tor one that is it 
reality the reverfe: partial views, and fe* 
parate fchemes, both of intereft and plea- 
sure, formed merely by a flattering ima- 
gination, have too frequently deluded the 
matrimonial adventurers of both fexes into 
the fad experience of this truth; and dif» 
appointment has afterwards provoked them 
to violate, and difgrace that infticutioty 
which was originally defigned to conftitute 
the true happinefs of all : not thus however 
did Hortenfius and his Arfpacia come to- 
gether; theirs was in the ftri&eft fenfean 
tonion of hearts, more firmly, becaufe 
mutually obliged, than all the force of 
interested motives, or the knttion of hu- 
man 
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roan laws could make it : indeed* accord- 
ing to the common opinion and pra&ice 
of the world, ArfpaciaY large fortune and 
perfonal merit might very juftly have en** 
titled her to what is generally, though 
often too confidently, efteemed a better 
match \ but, as ihe chofe to be really 
happy, rather than really to appeaT fo, all 
her fentiments, in regard to the means of 
procuring fuch a fcene of happinefs by 
marriage, CQnfpired to make her choice 
center in Hbrtenfias j and thefc fentiment* 
qF her f s were, in truth, not more rmmc- 
ffTately the tender dilates of inclination* 
ttoh, they were confeffedly the fuggeftfon* 
of * found judgment, as was fully juftifiqd 
by the event i Jot Hortenfius felt, upon tbW 
Qccafion, every endearingimpulfe that.lov* 
and gratitude cbmbfoed could poffibly in- 
spire; and, with the mod engaging ten* 
dernefs and af&duity, exerted all his pow- 
ers, as well to prefer ve, as to confirm th$ 
high opinion me had thus conceived of 
him; his affe&ion, in (hort, fuffered no 
one circumftance to efcape him, that was 
capable of affording her the leaft pleafurej 
and as often as intervals from bufinefs 
would admir, he was always induftrious 
to ftrike out fome hew fcene of amufe* 
menr, in order to convince her, that the 
Fortune (he had fo {jertercufly beftowed 

upon 
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upon Mm could be but of very lit tfe valui 
' In his eftimation, if not chearfully em- 
ployed on every occafion that might do 
her all the honour (he deferved, and at 
the fame time render life as agreeable to 
her as (he could with: indeed the man of 
Virtue and good underttanding, who is 
thus obliged, can fcarcely help difcovering 
his fcnfibility upon all occafions in the 
mod cxpreflive manner; for he is ever 
contriving the happinefs of her, who made 
fo remarkable a diftin&ion in his favour. 
Arfpacia, it muft be confefTed, differed 
very widely from the generality of our 
modern 6ne ladies; as (he always thought 
juftly, (he confequently judged, that the 
fnoft honourable character (he could afpire 
lit was that of being a good wife ; and 
there was undoubtedly both wffdom and 
virtue in this refolution ; duty and inclina- 
tion coincided to ftrengthen her opinion, 
hor could all the force of fafhion ever pre-, 
vail againft it: her houfe was never fuffered 
to be made a rendezvous for libertines of 
either fex, how great foever their quality 
may be; for even this circumftance, (he 
thought, tended rather to aggravate their 
fcrime, than to exempt them from the cen- 
fure which it fo juftly incurred : the abfurd, 
though common practice of fqueezing and 
cooping up a number of people together, 

for 
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Tor whom perhaps fhe cared not a fingla 
farthing, under the elegant denomination 
of a rout, or rather from the falfe, but 
flattering notiop of appearing to greater 
advantage on that account in the polite 
world, could never gain admiflion into 
the circle of her amufements ; her good 
fenfe was always proof again ft the infedion 
of every fafhion, both in drefs and man* 
ners, let it be never fo epidemical, which 
Jiad even a remote tendency to corrupt the 
one, or to render the other either indecent 
or ridiculous : the deftru&ive bufinefs of 
play, carried on with that unquenchable 
fpirit which it has been for fome time paft, 
both by the little gamblers and the great, 
fhe looked upon with the utmoft detefta- 
tion, as it was fo frequently productive of 
other (hocking confequences, befides the 
ravaging expence it feldom fails to create; 
fo far as it might be confined within the 
limits of an innocent amufement, fhe had 
not the leaft objection to that, or indeed 
to any other of the publick diverfions, up* 
pn the fame condition : but neither ava- 
rice, nor the love of pleafure, nor yet the 
ridiculous affectation of being incorrigibly 
devoted to the mode, when fhe thought it* 
wrong, could ever prevail upon her to 
deviate from thofe principles of virtue and 
right reafon, in which fhe had been edu* 

cated, 
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catccJ, of tempt her to aft upon any 6c- 
cafion inconGftently with the di&ates of 
her own judgment. 

There was, in Ihort, in the whole cir* 
cle of female virtues and accomplifhments, 
fcarcely any one, that could be thought 
either ufeful or ornamental, of which the 
.was not mi ft re fs ; but wjiat wasftill more 
eminently diftinguifhablciiv her, as I ob- 
ferved before, was her making a moft ex- 
cellent wife, in the f ulleft extent of thai 
character; which, in her opinion, was 
not to be confined merelv to the (ingle, 
though interfiling circumftance of cohju* 
gaJtendernefs, notwithftanding that hcr's 
was indeed both unabated and exem- 
plary ; but it comprehended, as (he 
rightly judged, a great variety of parti- 
culars, from the minute infpe&ion where- 
of (he thought her fortune, great as it 
was, was however fo far from exempting 
her, that it ftill the more nedeffariJy en* 
gaged her .attention upon that account ; 
having always looked upon a judicious 
ceconomy, as no lefs the parent of true 
charity, than it was of magnificence: 
by her prudent management therefore, 
without Teeming to leffen in die fmalleft 
degree the appearance of that fplcndor, 
which was indifpenfibly expefted from 
her fortune and condition in the world,' 

ihe 



(he was neverthelefs enabled to devoid 
Gvery year a confiderable fum to the bene- 
ficent ufe of educating a certain number 
of poor girls, the children of diftrefled, 
but boncft and induftrio.us parents ; but 
her benevolence refted not herej for it 
was not one of the lead agreeable among 
her amufements, when in the country, to 
fee, with her own eyes, that thefe objects 
of her humanity were carefully inftru&ed 
in the principles of the chriftian religion* 
and likewife taught whatever might make; 
them ufeful to fociety in the capacity of 
good houfhold fervants. 

Infplred by her amiable example, Hon 
tenfius had the fame number of boy $ 
brought up with equal care * and at a cer- 
tain age he had them bound out appren- 
tices, according to their feveral abilities, 
to fuch trades as they were judged to be 
fitted for ; if a remarkable genius, as was 
fometimes the cafe, happened to appear 
among them, he always took particular 
care that it fhould receive every advan- 
tage of improvement which it was capa- 
ble of; and fome few there certainly 
were, that emerged from this obfeure 
• nurfery, the fruits of whofe diftinguifhed 
abilities, their defcendants at this day 
feem to enjoy with as little decency as 
merit : thefe two feminaries were managed 

in 
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the moft proper manner that could be, 
ndcr the immediate infpe&ion of their 
generous patron and patronefs ; who en- 
joyed for many years the higheft fatifac- 
tion in feeing them fucceed according to 
their true intention, and in fending out 
annually into the world, after a certain 
time, a great number of ufeful, honeft 
and induftrious people: but Hortenfius 
was ftiH'too wife to confent, that thefe 
fchools fhould ever be endowed in perpe- 
tuity by him, as he had very juflly re- 
marked, upon many occasions of the fame 
kind, the fcandalous abufe that is made 
of all fuch charities, by perverting abfo- 
lutely the original defigns of their feverai 
Worthy founders, and confequently bjf 
rendering fuch focieties, rather nurferies 
ofidlenefs, and indeed downright nuifances 
in the feverai places where the$* are fet- 
tled, than well regulated eftabUCbments 
for the propagation of induftry, and tjie 
feafonable relief of the diftrefied : fo long 
as he and his Arfpacia lived, they could 
be well aflured, that what they had fo gc- 
neroufly given, would be faithfully and 
properly applied, but they chofe to rifque 
nothing farther ; having fo often feen 
fome of the bed intended donations of 
this kind iniqurtoufly appropriated, either 
as the immediate prey or avarice, or 

wantonly 
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wantonly frittered away in ere&ing pala- 
ces* inftead of alms4ioufes> and alfo in 
decorating them pompoufly for the more 
commodious reception of fome petty ty- 
rant, that was folely to give the law there 
to a number of ufelefs officers and fer- 
vants : but this was fuch a palpable abufe, 
that Hortenfius thought it a crime to let 
even the fmalleft part of his fortune go 
towards the fupport thereof : as the love 
of his fellow-creatures, not the gratifica- 
tion of his vanity, was. always the true 
motive of his bounty upon fuch occafi- 
Ons, whatever he gave, he made it an in- 
variable rule to be convinced, that the 
application thereof fliould fully anfwer his 
intentions •, and few people, 1 believe, of 
his fortune, ever contributed to underta- 
kings that were really charitable, or pub- 
lick-fpirited, more generoufly, or more 
judicioufly than bimfelf ; which not only 
his own tenants and dependants experi- 
enced very fenfibly, but, in (hort, all the 
diftrefled poor within many miles of his 
feat in the country, where both he and 
his lady were reverenced almoft as beings 
of a fuperibf order •, for his attention par- 
ticularly, whenever he was there, which 
was as often as he poflibly could, was 
chiefly occupied in promoting and encou- 
raging an univerfal ipirit of induftry, by 
Vol. I. L liberally 
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liberally rewarding fuch of the country 
people as be obferved to be mod diligent 
in training up their children in this way, 
and indeed by every other method chat he 
could poffibly devifc, to be mod condu- 
cive to fo good a purpofe ; in fo much 
that no individual, who Was capable of 
labour, dared to alk relief, for fear of that 
punifliment which he juftly deferved, both 
as an idle vagrant, and as one who would 
thus impudently defraud the truly indi- 
gent of what was intended only for their 
support i who were by this vigilance com- 
fortably fubfifted. and all that part of the 
country likewife kept conftantly free from 
that peft of common drolling beggars, 
that are, not only a difgrace to every na- 
tion, which either out of indolence, or a 
miftaken lenity permits them, but they 
prove alfo the certain inftruments of re- 
ducing numbers of the people to idlencfs 
and theft, who would otherwife become 
ufeful in fome degree to the community. 

In ads of publick and private benefi- 
cence, like thofe which 1 have related, 
did this happy pair ufually fpend a confi- 
derable part of their time ; and the high- 
felt pleafure they derived from thence, 
was always thought a fufficienc reward to 
encourage their perfeverance therein : 
though po woman perhaps had a truer 

relifh 
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relilh for books than Arfpacia, or under- 
ftood better whatever fhe read, yet (he al- 
ways guarded carefully againft the afedta- 
tion of appearing learned ; flie chofe to 
let all her learning, whatever it was, ap- 
pear only in the ftrength of her judgment, 
and the re&itude of her conduit; but 
even that never out of oftentation ; all 
learning and knowledge, particularly in 
women, which did not tend dire&ly to 
this point, fhe looked upon as abfolutely 
fantaftick and ufelefs, as it diftinguiflied 
them by no means to their advantage : 
and yet, I fear, it is not altogether im- 
probable, but fome learned pop-gun in 
petticoats (for fuch I have fometimes had 
the misfortune of meeting with) who are 
far gone in metaphy fical dtfquifitions ; and 
as a modern ingenious author has inform- 
ed us, 

Study Sir Ifaac at the paftry fchool, 
And make mince-pies by mathematick 

rule; 
Know every art, and every fcience teach, 
Of nothing ignorant— but how to ftitch. 

• 
I fay, it is not improbable, but fome of 
the literati of this clafs may think the 
charadter of Arfpacia extremely infipid ; 
but if fo, 1 (hall inftantly be obliged;, ei- 
L 2 vtaitt 
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tbef to fufpeft their right to the honour 
of being tanked among the fbfter fex > 
or, if wrong in that conjecture, to im- 
plore their nearcft relations to provide for 
the fpeedy recovery of their health : the 
men, at leaft fuch of them, whofe under- 
Handing i$ worthy of attention (if fuch do 
me the honour to perufe this work) will, I 
flatter myfelf, be of a very different opi- 
nion in regard to the merit of Arfpacia.-, 
for I have always remarked,, that the fen- 
fible part of that fex have been unanimous 
in recommending domeftick duties to the 
practice of the fair -, I therefore thought 
it much more confident with reafon, as 
well as with truth* to give them a real 
character foe the benefit of their imitation, 
than to exhibit the mere creature of my 
own imagination v which* however it may 
be worked up to a certain pitch of eo- 
thufiaftick purity and perfection, muft ne- 
ver thelefs be for the moft part as ufclefs* 
as it is fi&itiogs, by its being rendered 
thus inimitable. 

In fhort, whatever virtues or excellen- 
cies Arfpacia, was imftrefs of, that ten* 
" dered her in fo eminent a degree iuperior, 
I will not fay to all the reft of her fex, 
though certainly to moft of them, they 
were natural, they were decent, apd by 
no means extended beyond that .critical 
Jine, which bounds fo .happily the female 
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character •, they were always ready to be 
exerted for the benefit of any of her fel- 
low-creatures who ftood in need thereof, 
but never to procure a vain empty ap- 
plaufe for herfelf : (he was indeed extreme- 
ly defirous of improving her mind with 
every fpecies of knowledge that was pro- 
per for her ; but then flie always impli- 
citly fubmitted her own opinion, as to the 
propriety of ftich knowledge, to the judg- 
ment of Hortenfius, from whom alone 
ihe chofe to receive all her inftrudlion : 
the pleafing defcription, which Milton 
has given us of our firft parent's blifsful 
lituation in paradife, communicates fo 
lively an idea of that in which Hortenfius 
and hte amiable Arfpacia lived, that I 
could not pefift the ftrong impulfc 1 felc 
to quote it, * for which, fhould it be 
thought too tedious an intfufion upon the 
patience of my fair readers, I humbly 
implore their forgivenefs. 

So fpike our (ire, and by his count'ramce 

feemed 
Entering on ftudiotis thought abftrufe-, 

which Eve 
Perceiving, where <he fat retrrM in fight. 
With lowlinefs majefladk, from her fear, 
And grace that won •wfoo faw to wifh Mr 

ftay, . : . w 

L 3 Role* 
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Rofe, and went forth among her fruits 

and flow'rs, 
To vifit how they profpered, bud and 

bloom, 
Her nurfery ; they at her coming fprung, 
And, touch'd by her fair tendance, glad- 

lier grew; 
Yet went (he not, as not with fuch difcourfe 
Delighted, or not capable her ear - 
Of what was high ; fuch pleafure Ihe rc- 

ferv'd, 
Adam relating, (he fole auditrefs*, 
Her hulband the relater (he prefcrr'd 
Before the angel, and of him to a(k, 
Chofe rather : he, (he knew, would inter- 
mix 
Grateful digrefiions, and folve high difpute 
With conjugal carefles; from his lip 
Not words alone pleas'd her. O wfan 

meet now 
Such pairs in love, and mutual honour 

join'd ! 

The mod perfed happinefs, that I had 
ever tailed as yet, was in this agreeable 
.family ; where I had now refided, from 
the death of Sipiana, for near three whole 
years, and where indeed, without the moft 
unpardonable levity, or grofleft infenfibi- 
lity, I could fcarce avoid making fuch 
obfervations, on the many exemplary vir- 
tues 



( «3l 
tues of this excellent couple, as mud ne* 
ceffarily prove of infinite fervice to me in 
the government and dire&ion of my own 
life : as often therefore as occafion happens 
to call forth the recolle&ion of thefe pleaf* 
ing fcenes, 1 cannot help being aftonifhed 
beyond meafure, at the extraordinary con- 
duft of the generality of mankind; but 
more particularly of thofe, who feem in- 
duftrious to make themfclves really mifer- 
able and detefted, though they are at the 
fame time profufely blefied with every 
means of being extremely happy within 
themfelves, and alfo with a great variety 
of opportunities to diffufe happinefs all 
around them; as if they thought, thac 
their fupreme enjoyment was to, confift 
merely in being actuated by a diabolical 
fpirit of obduracy and contradiction to 
every focial di&ate of humanity, benevo- 
lence, and a juft regard to the true interests 
of their country: the truth in fhorc is, as 
I have often heard Hortenfius declare, 
that pride and luxury, ambition and ava- 
rice, have rendered the fyearts of all fuch 
wretches moft impenetrably callous, and 
have abfolutely divefted them of the fenfe 
of feeling. any thing except the influence 
of that corruption, which they think moft 
likely to procure the immediate gratifica- 
tion of thefe paflions: that which was 
L 4 * neve* 
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never in the power of our moft inveterate 
enemies, at home or abroad, to have exe- 
cuted, either by treaty or the fword, this 
has effectually accomplished j in the place 
of publick, as well as private virtue, it 
hath eftablilhed, under the pretence of 
re&ifying our political principles, a fraud- 
ful fpirit of felfi&nefs, and a general de- 
pravity of morals : I have frequently heard 
Hortenfius remark, that amongft the fe* 
veral caufes afiigned in biftory for the re- 
dudtion of free ftates under the dominion 
of arbitrary power, there were none more 
ftriking or infallible than thofe of luxury, 
and a general corruption of manners; and 
that whenever a people, by bring thus 
univerfally tainted, became once fo far loft 
to virtue, as to be diverted of *he fehfe sf 
feeling for their country, Jthey wene always 
fore to be dite&ed likewife of the fenfe of 
feeing, that ftavery would be the inevitable 
confequtnceof fuch aconduft: and indeed 
I cannot help thinking, that the wretch, 
who has always lived an infamous flavc to 
his own paflions, and, as far as m him lay, 
has been the vile instrument of involving 
his country in flavery, is highly unworthy 
the honour, or the happinefs, fo much as 
of breathing in a free government : but 
this is not all ; fuch mifcreanta have ieti- 
dom wholly efcaped a pfmHbmenc more 
4 - ■ - adequate 
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adequate to their crimes; for although 
they may have been ibmctimcs fo fortunate 
, as to elude the juft ftroke of publick- ven- 
geance, yet, betides the infamy of living 
universally detefted, they have often been 
obliged to feel the additional mortification 
of being thought too flagitious and con- 
temptible to (hare farther in any of the 
honours or emoluments even of corruption 
itfelf, for this very good reafon^ that they 
took care to execute their work fo perfect- 
ly, as to leave no further occafion for the 
employment of fuch iniquitous tools. 

The generous indignation I have heard 
the worthy Hortenfius exprefs againft this 
execrable practice, and the clear and in- 
conteftable reafons with which he has often 
demonftrated the deplorable effefts it muft 
at one time or other produce in every free 
government where it is adopted, fill me, 
1 confefs, as I believe^ it muft all honed 
minds, with the utmoft aftonilhment and 
concern, whenever I happen to refleft up- 
on this fubjeft, that fome wife and falutary 
meafures have not been contrived, to puc 
a flop to what has been fo universally ob- 
jected to, as every way pregnant both with 
prcfent and future evil ; an expedient* 
which* by vitiating the morals and prin- 
ciples of almoft all degrees of people, un- 
hinges the very foundation of law and 
L 5 equity 
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equity* and effectually dcftroys the only 
poflible aflurance that can be efteemed 
iacred for the fccurity of life and property; 
an expedient, in (hort, which creates fuch 
a ruinous expence to fupport it, as, with 
all its fuccefs, renders the chief promoters 
thereof truly odious and deteftable, who 
ought, and in all probability would other- 
wife be highly refpedtable. But can the 
• fuccefs, which is fuppofed to attend this 
favourite expedient, by any means be al- 
lowed to countervail thefe juft, thefe for- 
midable objedtions? furely no more, in 
truth, than the (tale, the flimfy pretence, 
for which it is generally laid to be em- 
ployed : there feems to be, and I hope it 
will always continue, particularly in this 
happy country of our's, a kind of innate 
averfion, in almoft all ranks of people, 
except Jews and papifts, to the introduc- 
tion of fla very; and indeed to every fyftem, 
either of religion or politicks, under what 
plaufible denominations foever they may 
be broached, which feem in any degree 
to countenance it ; the juftice and magna- 
nimity of our prefent prince, and the 
ftrqfigth of our excellent conftitution, muft 
render every apprehenfion of that kind ut- 
terly groundlefs : fuch has always been 
efteemed the genius of this nation, fuch 
the wifdom, the gratitude* and withal the 

laudable 
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laudable fpirit of the people in general 
•that whatever meafu res have been Found, 
. upon experience, to be mod fuccefsfully 
calculated for executing the laws with 
equal pun&uality and impartiality, the 
:fame have always. been allowed to prove 
the moft effedtual for preferving the fide- 
lity and attachment of the people unfhaken v 
as was fignally teftified by their unanimous 
efforts to quell the two unnatural rebellions 
in the years 1715 and 3745; which, as it 
plainly takes away the neceflity, and con- 
fcquently.the pretence of ufmg other more 
extraordinary meafure$ for the accompliflfr- 
ment of that purpofe, fo likewife fhould 
it always effectually remove the lead appre- 
henfion, that the ufe of any fuch meafures 
can ever be intended. 

For my own part, as a woman, I pr£- 
. fume not, becaufc I think it "would be de- 
parting from my proper character, to offer 
any thing on fuch fubjects, as direftly from 
niyfelf; therefore, whatever I have already 
mentioned in this way, or may hereafter 
mention, is nothing more than an occrf- 
fional recollection of fome circumftances. 
and opinions, which I have at feveral times 
heard Hortenfius advance in conversation •, 
and, among others, I well remember to 
have heard him affirm, that no fubjed of 
this kingdon), except a papift, ox anegre- 
L 6 gioua 
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glous fool, or knave, could really be in 
principle what is commonly called a Jaco- 
bite, however he may, on certain occafions, 
befaJbionaWy ftigmattaod with that appel- 
lation) for, according to his conception of 
(he matter, fuch principles, in the fyftemof 
a true proteftant, are altogether inconfift- 
eut with every fuggeftion, both of his reli- 
gion and his intereft, and confequentiy with 
, common fen ft; fo that in the eye of reafon, 
however culpable the condud of fuch a 
proteftant may be in other refpc&s, Jaco- 
oitifm, in the true fenfe of that crime, can 

Brifibly make no part of his charader: 
ortenfius was of opinion, that there were 
always a number of people in this country, 
v?ho are purpofely commifiioned to avail 
themfelves of all the advantages they pof- 
fibJy can, by appearing to be protectants, 
who are neveithelefs papifts in the full 
extent of that capacious faith; and thefe, 
he could readily admit, mull indeed be 
either Jacobites, in the true fignification 
of that term, or elfe they muft be adually 
falfe to their own principles, which, by the 
way, is not a very common phenomenon 
amongft papifts, efpecially when it is to 
operate for the proteftant intereft; and 
therefore he thought, that fuch fort of 
proteftants could not be guarded againft 
with too much vigilance; yet, ftrange as 

this 
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this may feem, it was but too plain, he 
faid, that fome even of thefe were not 
always thought the more unworthy of 
confidence upon that account; but how 
this was to be reconciled to the di&ates 
of found policy, he was wholly at a lofs 
to determine; efpecially whiie he obferved, 
that the imputation of Jacobite principles 
was frequently made an infuperable ob- 
ftra&ion m the way of thofe who were in* 
difputably true proteftants; except indeed 
religion is to be confidered, in all political 
fyitems, as nothing more than a meer pre- 
tence, an idle empty found without any 
meaning at all; which conclufion* it muft 
be conteffed, the pra&ice of fome very 
eminent ftatefmen doth abundantly juftify ; 
but alas! many of their opinions, equally 
in politicks as in religion, have proved, 
upon experience, to be mod notorioufly 
erroneous. 

Of what importance it Is to the happi- 
nefs of mankind^and to the good of fotiety, 
to entertain juft notions of the chriftiaa 
religion, and to let fuch their convi&ioa 
appear to the world in a fuitable praftice 
of its divine precepts; it is not only the 
duty of every individual to con fid er feri- 
oufly for himfelf, but it is indifpenfably 
that of the clergy alfo to inculcate in the 
moft pathetick manner they can; among 



( *3° ) 
whom, though I firmly believe there are, 
at this time, many illuftrious examples of 
learning, piety, and virtue, yet forry I am 
to fay, that I believe there are ftill many 
more who are dire&ly the reverfe, and 
that even among thofe who are beneficed; 
§ whofe time, for the mod part, is too im- 
. portantly employed, in (hewing themfelves 
to the beft advantage at court, and in affi- 
duoufly haunting all the levees of the great, 
to attend to any thing fo inglorious as the 
paftoral care ; this drudgery therefore, as 
it is too- far beneath the dignity of their 
merit, they generally leave to be performed 
by. a journeyman, no matter what his abi- 
lities or morals are, whom they hire for 
the wretched ftipend of forty pounds a 
year : I fpealc not thus, as is perhaps too 
frequently done by the ignorant and pro- 
fane fcoffcr, merely with a view to throw 
out indifcriminately fome unmerited re- 
flections againft a refpedable order of. men * 
for whom, when they perform their duty 
a$ they ought to, do, I entertain the highcft 
reverence and honour *, but it is a com- 
plaint that is too universally, and, I am 
afraid, toojuftly made, to be wholly with- 
out foundation; efpecially at a time when 
the poifon of infidelity feems to be diffufing 
itfelf fo widely amongft us, that.it calls 
forth every effort both of example and 
preempt to controui its progrefs. It 
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It is an old, but a very juft remark, that 
all who attack the Christian fyftem have 
certainly an intereft in doing fo * I cannot 
contradid the remark v but lure I am, that 
it mult be fuch an intereft as, in the opi- 
nion of all wife and good men, is infinitely 
more vile than that of the vileft robber; 
for if we examine into the true foundation 
of this mighty, this important intereft, 
that can preponderate thus ftrongly againft 
all the received notions and means of hap- 
pinefs, and confequently againft all the 
lights of reafon and convidion ; I fay, up- 
on due examination, this intereft will be 
found to confift, either in a certain rapture 
of intellc&ual pride, worked up to an 
overbearing preemption of parts fuperior 
to all the reft of mankind, or. in the (hock- 
ing privilege, if I may be allowed the ex- 
preffion, of being a rational brute without 
reftraintj that is, of being, in other words, 
a monfter * and it is not very uncommon 
to meet with both thefe charadlers con- 
joined in one and the/ame perfon: what 
elfe but an intereft of this kind, or the 
mod diabolical fpecies of enmity -that ever 
yet poffefled the human heart, could ppf- 
• iibly have induced the late lord Bohng- 
broke to pour forth the whole torrent of 
his impiety againft his own-countrymen ? 
and not indeed againft theni alone, but 
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again ft the whole Chriftian world ; where- 
by he feems to have far out-lhot even the 
malignity of Nero himfelf * who was fo 
moderate, as to limit the impulfe of his 
wicked fury to the fingle wifh of being 
able to deftroy, if he could accomplifh it 
at one ftroke, only the whole people of 
Rome; but the Chriftian world has at leaft 
the fatisfa&ion of being allured, that his 
lordfhip's true charafter is too notorioufly 
known to let it enforce his do&rine, and 
will, i hope, be too faithfully transmitted 
to pofterity, ever to fuffer his pernicious 
tenets to do that mifchief to mankind, for 
which they feem to have been peculiarly 
calculated. The particulars of thofe tenets 
have already been abundantly obviated, 
and too folidly refuted to need any aflift- 
ance from the feeble pen of a woman ; 
but feeble as my pen is, had none other 
undertaken it, I fhould have thought it 
glorious in fuch a cauie to have dared; 
even at the peril of expofing my own want 
of learning : all my defign in mentioning 
his lordfhip's works, is but to declare oc- 
cafionally my own abhorrence of them y 
and particularly to alarm my fair country- 
women againft the vile tendency of their 
principles; for, notwithftanding his lord- 
fhip's pretended reverence for the deity up- 
on all occafions, he* that could go about to 

deftroy 



( *33 ) 
dcftroy the moral attributes of God, could, 
in iaft, have no very favourable opinion 
of his natural attributes; if I am to deprive 
myfclf of the happinefs of praifing and 
revering that infinite goodnefs and mercy, 
whole influence I feel every moment while 
I breathe, I (hall foon be eafily induced 
to think myfelf too contemptible and un- 
worthy, if not too audacious, to be in any 
refped the object of infinite wifdom and 
power ; and if I can bring myfelf to believe, 
that at my death I (hall certainly perifh, 
both body and foul, like the beads of the 
field, (which, by the way, is the comfortable 
ium of his lordfhip's ingenious creed upon 
th* do&rine of futurity} I (haM, raoft cer- 
tainly, be no tfkrther circumfpett, in ref- 
gand to the latitude of indulging my paf- 
fions, than as th6 impetfed laws of fociety 
«nd government oblige pie to be; and 
how extenfive fuch a latitude would be, 
when (bill farther prompted by a probabi- 
Jity of efcaping even the penalties of thofe 
Jaws, a very fmall portion of experience 
may fuffice to evince; in fhort, according 
to his lordfhipH fyftem, to be virtuous 
and pious, i$ to be highly imprudent: by 
the few hints I have thrown out upon this 
occaffon, I hope I (hall not be thought 
liable to the imputation of any virulence 
or uncbariublenefs -, but, fhould fuch a 

charge 
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charge be brought againft me, I can, with 
great juftice, plead his lord (hip's example 
in my defence \ though I (hould be ex- 
treme]/ forry to make him the objedt of 
my imitation on any other account, becaufe 
I think he was a difhonour to his rank, a 
difgrace to his country, and an infamy to 
the whole human f pedes ; fuch an unac- 
countable compound of genius, vice, and 
folly, as evidently proves the weaknefs 
and infufficiency of mere human reafon, 
unaffifted by the influence of that grace, 
which he has fo hardily, yet fo inconfift- 
ently, laboured to deftroy. Whatever 
redtitude of principles the friendly editor 
of his pious works may really be poflefled 
of, he himfelf bed knows \ but, by the 
peftiferous prefent he has thus made to his 
fellow-creatures, the publick will be ob- 
liged to judge of him from thence : the 
vileft miicreant that. deals in poifon, would 
fhudder at the' thoughts of adminiftring it 
for the deftru&ion of mankind in general* 
yet fo far is it from any apprehenfions of 
this kind in the prefent cafe, that repeated 
editions of this mod execrable of all poifons 
have been exhibited to the publick with 
impunity. 

, That the Chriftian religion has ever 
proved a real detriment to fociety* or ob- 
ftrudted the peaceable adminiftration of 

govern- 



( 235 ) 
government, as lord Bolingbrokc has more 
than once very confidently afierted, I, 
with much more truth, as pofitively deny-, 
that the corruption and abufe of ic indeed 
have often been the means of both, I will 
readily admit 5 but had not his lordfhip's 
inveterate prejudice "againft that fyftem oc- 
cafionally perverted his judgment, he 
might have reafoned more juftly, than to 
have inferred the abfolute inutility of any 
thing from the palpable abufe thereof: the 
fame unhappy prejudice feems to have af- 
fefted his lordfhip's memory fometimcs* 
for notwithftanding the bitternefs he has 
exprefled againft this fyftem in almoft every 
page of his philofophical works, yet he 
fully admits it to be a republication of the 
religion of nature, and confequently, by 
.implication, allows it to be revealed from 
God: indeed the Chriftian religion is fo 
far from inculcating any thing to the pre- 
judice of fociety, or -to the interruption 
of government, that it rigoroufly reftrains 
all its profefiors from offending even in 
thought, and every where fuggefts the 
ftrongeft injun&ions ;o peace and univerfal 
charity : and fo ftrenuouQy recommends 
a due fubmiffion to all perfons who are 
vefted with lawful authority, that, I think, 
a man's principles mutt be very ftrongly 
tainted with infidelity, before he can be- 

" ' ~ come 
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come a bad fubjed •, and I verily believe* 
( that, had his lordlhip been a better man, 
I mean a better Chriftian, he would, with- 
out all doubt, have made a much better 
fubje&j this at leaft muft be admitted by 
all, except the infidel tribe, that, as no 
form of good government can long fubfift 
without fome religion, I mean a religion 
eftabliflied by law,oonfequently none other 
but the Chriftian religion, from the nature 
and whole tendency of its principles, can 
fcem, to unprejudiced reafon, to be fo 
happily calculated for that purpofe 1 * 

Whatever national advantages may, in 
faft, refult from a ftrift agreement between 
the eftabliflied religion in this country, and 
the whole tenor Of political proceedings, 
I (hall not take upon me to point out, as 
T prelume that they are already too mani- 
fell to all the true friefids of thrircotmtiy 
to require any illaftration •, neither lhall I 
ftay to inquire, whether people in general 
are lefs religious now, than they we*e at 
the time of the revolution in 168S5 I fin- 
cerely wifli they were much more fo than 
they are; but, be that as it will, fuppofittg, 
yet by no means admitting, that religion 
is nothing more than a mere political pre- 
tence, it was however thought to be or in- 
finite confequence at that time, nay indeed 
the Very angular ftone, that fupported and 

prcferved 
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preferved both liberty and property, agree- 
able to the letter and the fpirit of our ex- 
cellent conftitution : there is, in truth, fo 
juft, fo intimate a connexion, in the minds 
of all proteftants hece, between popery 
and flavery, that it is alcnoft impoffible to 
conceive an idea of the one,, without its 
heing found at the tame rime in dole affi> 
elation with the other; if therefore what 
is confidered by many as nothing but a 
mere political pretence, could. prove fo 
fucceftful in fo critical a. conjuncture, it 
cannot, be thought a crime to hope, that 
it will always prove the fame, whenever: 
tjie fame occafion may render it neceffary, 
which, thank God, is very far from being 
the cafe at prefent. 

But from numberlefs anecdotes, which 
he had collected from the hiftories of dif- 
ferent countries, I have often heard Hor* 
tenfius undertake to prove, beyond the 
power of contradiction, that a free people 
may come, by almoftimperceptibledegrees, 
to be at lad effectually reduced under the 
fubje&ion of abfolute power, by a great 
variety of other ways and means, befides 
that of forcibly obtruding upon them any 
innovations in their religious fyftem-, and 
particularly whenever fuch a people hap- 
pen to be overwhelmed with an intolerable 
burden of debts and taxes, and their mo- 
. . . - ■ J j . ;■ * rals 
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rtis almoft univerfally depraved by con- 
firmed habits of corruption, ac the fame 
time that their bodies are enervated by 
every fpecies of luxury that can poflibly 
be invented ; how therefore a people in 
fuch circumftances, when fufficiently rip- 
ened for the yoke, fhould cxpeft to be 
defended from it, except by fome very 
extraordinary interpolation of providence 
in their favour, let the wifdom of the wife 
determine. But I find that I have already 
ftrayed too far from the original defign 
of this chapter, which I fhould by no 
means prefume to have done, had I not 
judged, that a fhort fhetch of the political 
principles of Hortenfius would give the 
trued illuftration to his character, and, at 
the fame time, do all that honour to his 
memory, which a uniform and ftedfaft 
integrity, and an unbiafled love for his 
country, mod eminently deferved. 




CHAP. 
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CHAR XVI. 

Recapitulation of the authorefsU defign in 
undertaking this work •, her reajfbn for 
the manner in which it is carried on : the - 
arrival of Portia •, a particular defcrip- 
tion of her, and fome account of her fa- 
mily 5 a very inter efiing fcene> in which 
fhe is principally concerned^ partly re* 
lated. 

I Have already informed my fair read* 
$rs, in fome of the preceding chapters, 
that the improvement of their charms- 
was my chief defign in this undertakings 
as indeed the title of the work itfelf im- 
ports; and therefore, as I muft unavoid- 
ably feem to have deviated fometimes 
from this agreeable fubjed, I think it my 
duty to allure them, that it has nevcrthe- 
lefs been always my moft favourite point 
of view } and a point of fo great import 
tance, in my opinion, that upon the fuc- 
cefs thereof, if that could once be fairly 
accomplifhed, I have no doubt, but a 
happy reformation both of men and 
things would fpeedily enfue », for the in- 
fluence of true beauty upon the manners 
and difpofitions of the other fex, when 
properly exerted, even they themfelvcs 

allow 
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allow to be abfolutely uncontroulable ; in- 
fomuch that a palpable negledt on our 
part renders us doubly criminal here -, we 
betray a fhameful infenfibility, not only 
in regard to our own private inttreft, but 
in a great meafare to that of the publick 
alfo. 

In the conduit of this work I propofed, 
it h true, the narrative of nay own ftory * 
yet it was only to be as a kind of ground- 
work for the reft ; for as I determined to 
preferve through the whole the drifted 
adherence to the truth, I will confefs that 
the fubjeft, fo far as it relates immedi- 
ately to myfelf, abounds but little to in- 
cidents of fo extraordinary a nature, as 
to be able to affeft the imagination or 
paifions of any of my readers very deeply \ 
and confequently that it mud appear, as 
] believe I may occafionally have obferved 
before, much too fimple and unintereft- 
ing to keep up their curiofity, and carry on 
their attention to remote events ; but the 
great variety of chara&ers, difcoverable 
in the feveral perfons with whom I be- 
came accidentally connected* may make 
a very material alteration m this matter* 
efpecially as a juft reprefentation of thofe 
oppofite charad^rs, with the reflections 
arifing naturally from thence, muft al- 
ways be allowed to convey fomec degree 

of 
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of inftru&ion«to fuch of my fair country* 
women as. are not, in their own opinion, 
too perfectly accomplilhed already to re- 
quire it } and this is the true reafon, that 
has To often obliged me feeraingly to di : 
grefs from the ;main purpofe of my ori- 

final plan, though, in my own view, I 
ave all .the while never once loft fight 
thereof. ; 

1. would therefore by no means be un- 
derftood, upon the prefent occafion, to 
infinuace.my own example, as a pattern 
every way worthy the .imitation of my 
fair readers; very far from it ; for zU 
though I verily believe, that there are few 
people, who may in truth be happier than 
myfelf, 1 am not however as yet fo far 
intoxicated with that happiriefs, or the 
importance of any merit in me to create 
it, that fliould flatter me with the vanity 
of exhibiting nffy own character as a com- 
plete model i I would propofe for thi3 
purpofe one that is infinitely more eligi- 
ble, beeaufe it is in every refpeft more in- 
terefting and i'nftru&ive *, that of a perfon 
who, without one confeious a& of indif- 
cretion, had experienced many of the ca- 
pricious viciffitudes of fortune -, and who, 
though piofiefled of extraordiqary merit, 
..had Been involved in fome fcenes of the 
mod cutting affliction •, yer, in the mid/l 
Vojl. I. M of 



") 



'( *4* ) 
WF all this, feh&vtfd With thrft tfue fbrtf- 
tude, Aid dignity of virtue, <h»t jullty 
rendered her the admiration of all who 
knew her ; the /perfon I frlrfefiiean, is no 
other than thfe excellent, the incompati- 
ble Portia, who about this "tifne, to my 
Infinite fatisfa&ion, arrived from Franc* j 
Vhere, as I have already obfenhed, fltt 
was detained much longer than fhe jft firit 
c*pefted, by Certain Gufcfculties that oc- 
curred in the adjuftmertt df hferbrbftert 
fcftfclfs ; this bf other had been an'etttinent 
Merchant arid 'banker at Atrifteftlam, and 
bid eftablifhed a large cOrrdFbbndence at 
^Paris, wherfe a fconfiderable fhafe of hh 
effe&s happened to be embarked Ht thfc 
time of his death ; ind as Portia had bete 
appbinted the fofe executrix of his trill, 
ihe was consequently obliged, either to at- 
tend in perfon, till thofediflBcuIties flibuld 
be finally fettled, or to bb content "With 
being otherwife a cbnfiderabfe fufftrer 
thereby. 

But before Tenter irito a particular 4 de- 
tail of this lady's charter, 1 think it 
will be neceffary to give my revleYs'fdtric 
more explicit account' of her family than 
I have hitherto dohe ; her fdfhcfr thto, 
whom I (hall call by the name of *Ff alfle- 
well, fince that is the name I have given 
to my own, was a native of FfanCe, as 

all 
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all his famUgr ww. •,. tem»ra istf t^s \JaygfiT 
W of one of tfo principal financiers of 
that kingdom, by whom, he hpd three 
children v Ptf>ni*» thfi * ehfcft* wh<pn» 1 
have j u ft m^nriofled^ a& paving l?eci> fee- 
fled at AmfterdatB^ Ch$rlps, who was 
njy father * a^d Portia* who is th* pre- 
fect fubjejft : old Tradewell lived altoge- 
ther at Pari* in thft capacity of a banker, 
and by his reraar&ahta probity, and. ex- 
tenfiv* knowledge ii* fegfinefs, joined to 
the advaptagiouq alijajwje he had, made, 
whiofc conW«r*% iwffoifed *he latter, 
he juftjy asquire4 th$ reputsapp of being 
*he firft ntyiQ W: ^prpifeffipi* ir* sha* car 
pital, notwithftanding the gr^* obftacle 
of his religion, wWcb WW that of tht re- 
forqiedj be h*4 lil|*wife QW Qply f bro- 
ther whff. bad kw» for fen* tieis hap* 
pily ^iUbliilieji mvw&wK in *h» Eaft 

&#«. ; as the tiofe tht pe^ution agaiuft 
^c proteftaiM* ftg«d with greateft vio- 
Ifinv in France, oW Twkwcll came off 
t£ England* as bo tad for fojne time 
forcfan sh* ftocoi goring, he wifely pr%h 
vicied agstaft it, gad WW fowuMte enough 
to tranftnit by dqgwes he whole effects 
here, before hia owa art iva), which, with 
his tadjs and chiidw** he: afterwards ao* 
conjpHflwd ia Uftpy 1 hia firft care, as 
foon w ha waft ctoffQUgUy fettk4> was 
Ms to 
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to provide for his two fons, who were now 
of a proper age for that purpofe-, and as 
he had himfelf very fenfibly experienced 
the happy effects of an honeft induftry, he 
determined to bring them both up to bufi- 
nefs, though his prefect acquifhions might 
have fupported them decently without it 5 
he accordingly placed the elder, as we have 
already feen, at Amfterdam, and the 
younger he bound to a Hamburgh mer- 
chant in the city of London ; in (h<* t, the 
old gentleman, having, lived to fee both 
his fons become their own mailers, and in 
a very profperous way of bufinefs, being 
now full of -years, departed this life in 
hopeful tranquility. 

His lady, whom I (hall hereafter diftin- 
guifh by the name of -Lucia, went, foon 
after his deceafe, together With her-daugh- 
ter, to refide at my -fatfrt^ii-who was not 
as yet married 5 here her whole time and 
care were employed in the education, and 
improvement of the no fefe blooming than 
hopeful Portia* and indeed, I belieye that 
no woman wasever mort capable of forming 
a young female mind, than Was the wife and 
truly virtuous Lucia; for (he was blefled 
with the founded judgment, and the ft rift- 
eft purity of morals*, but it muft at the fame 
time be acknowledged, as an extraordinary 
means to have facilitated the fuCfcefs of 

thofe 
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thofe her endeavours, that Portia had the 
happinefs of being naturally endowed with 
excellent faculties, and fu(h ap uncopiiqo* 
fwectneft of difpofition, as fparkled too 
faithfully through her lovely eyes, to folFef 
her to conceal it, if fhe would* Hor waa 
the beauty and elegance of hei whale per* 
foa in any refpeft inferior to this fhort* 
but amiable trarifcript of her mind. 

About the time (he had attained to her 
twentieth year, having been very little 
fcen before, (he accidentally fell into com- 
pany, at a friend's hogfe, with a gentle- 
man, whom I (hall call Machaon, and 
whom indeed the lovely Portia foqn de- 
prived of cafe and freedom; a^ this gen* 
tleman was well known to *U h*r friends, 
he found little difficulty in obtaining their 
permiffiorvw vifit at Tradewell's; and aa 
he was likewife extremely agreeable both 
in pcrfon and manner, and pofleffed more- 
pver of a good eftate, it is to be prelum ed, 
that he found ftill lefs in obtaining that 
of the admired Portia for the fame pur» 
pbfe t the cpnqueft, therefore, which her 
perfonal charms had, upon the firft inter- 
view, but juft begun, thole of her under- 
(landing and converfation, in a few fubfe- 
quenc vifits, fo intirely oomplcated, that 
Machaon folicited, with the utmoft im- 
patience, both the young lady hcrfelf, her 

mother, 
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mother, and brother, for leave to make 
his addreffes to her in form; which, after 
a proper inquiry into his chara&er, and 
the particulars of his fortune, was at length 
permitted: affairs in fo profperous a train, 
as the prefent feemed to, be, are always the 
mod likely to produce a fpeedy crifis; and 
thus indeed it happened here; for the merit 
of each of the parties, as it fufficiendy 
juftified this fudden force of mutual in- 
clination, fo did .it confequently remove 
every plaufible pretence that might be 
urged for the delay of their happinefs; in- 
fomuch, that when the preliminaries were 
all adjufted, the fettlements drawn, cloaths 
bought, and bridal ornaments presented; 
the happy day, tg the diftancc only of a 
fortnight, was at laft fixed; the young 
lady had defired, as the.feafon of the year 
invited, that (he and fome of her friends 
might pafs this interval at an agreeable 
villa of her brother's, which was not many 
miles out of town; and it was agreed, 
that, on the. day after their return from 
thence, the nuptial, ceremony fbould be 
performed. 

Machaon, who had not for a (ingle day 
omitted his a (lid ui ties during her retire- 
ment in this place, returned to town at 
the appointed time with the reft of the 
company, and all, in the higheft flow of 

Spirits 
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fpifits imaginable, fpent the evening mod 
happily together; but fure, when the foe-, 
ceeding morning appeared, that was ftill 
more perfectly to have confirmed their 
happinefs, the confternatictn, in which this 
whole fj^nily was involved, is not to be 
defcribed: Tradeweli had been very early 
informed, that Machaon was raoft dan-' 
geroufly ill; and fo in ,fa& it proved; he 
haftcned inftantly to his houfe, and found 
him in bed, furrounded by feveral of his 
friend*, and likewife by feveral of the 
faculty., who all feemed to think his life 
was in mod imminent danger; he had 
been for fome„time feemingly delirious, 
and had again recovered the ufe of his 
reafon ; but, on the fir# fight of Trade- 
well, he cried out, with all the vehemence 
he could exert, oh my friend ! Portia has 
deceived both of us, and then became 
fpeechlefs, and fainted away; all this, as 
it appeared very.extraordinary to jthe fpec- 
tators, who were entirely ignorant of his 
connexions with Portia and her family, 
fo did it aftonifti poor Tradeweli beyond 
the utmoft power of comprehenfiop, efpe- 
cially as he was quite fatisfied in regard 
to the innocence of his filler; fo that he 
immediately concluded, whatever was the 
real caufe of Machaon's malady, his in- 
tellects mull have been greatly impaired; 

upon 
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upon inquiry into the nature of hit difbr- 
der, be was informed by the phyfc&ps, 
that he had been wry defpcratcty wounded, 
that the furgeons were not as ye* certain 
whether fome of his wounds were not mor- 
tal ; fo that, as they had obferved a very 
extraordinary agitation in him at the appear- 
*nce of Tradewell, they begged he would 
be fo obliging as to leave the room ; which 
he inftantly did •, and was informed by 
Machaon's fervants, that their matter had, 
unknown to any of them, gone out very 
early that morning, which they had never 
known him do before, and was brought 
home wounded in that dangerous manner, 
and that this was all the account they were 
able to give about it. 

But this indeed was fuch an account, as 
foon helped to confirm Tradewell in his 
fufpicion, that nothing elfe'but a fudden 
phrenzy could have (eized Machaon thus, 
and inftigated him to the commifiion of 
fome outragious aft, that had unhappily 
brought on this dreadful confequence \ fo 
that filled, as he now was, with the mod 
uneafy refiedions, he immediately returned 
home, and, in a conference with Lucia, he 
faithfully reported Machaon's unhappy 
fituation, and likewife the particular cir- 
cumftances upon which his own private 
co nje&ures. about it were founded* it was 

agreed 
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agreed therefore between them, that Por- 
tia fliould at firft be informed of this me- 
lancholy tale only in part, as, that Machaon 
had been fuddenly taken ill early that 
morning, and was attended by a phyfician, 
who was jof opinion, that his diforder 
would turn out to be a fever, and hoped 
the bell from thence : this precaution, in 
regard to Portia, they judged to be in- 
difpenfably neceffary ; for although her 
ftrength of mind might, upon molt other 
occafions, be fafely depended on, yet, as 
that of her bodily frame was much inferior, 
and as virtue, prudence, and honour, did 
all confpire here, with the approbation of 
her friends, to atteft how fincerely the in- 
tereft of her heart was engaged in favour 
of this unhappy man, they confequently 
concluded, that the communication of fo 
fatal an event required to be managed 
with the utmoft delicacy of addrefs : but 
the refult of this affair, as it admits of a 
number of circumftances, which have not 
been hinted to the reader as yet, will, for 
that reafon, appear with greater conveni- 
ence in the enfuing part of this work. 
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